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PREFACE 


It is in response to many requests that some of the 
Leading Articles which have appeared in the Field, 
from August 8th to December 26th, 1914, are now 
given a more permanent form, at a price that will 
enable them to be circulated by the Central Com¬ 
mittee for Patriotic Organizations. In order to be 
able to apologize for any errors they may contain, I 
have limited the selection to those for which I am 
personally responsible. With the exception of the 
essay published on December 5th (which is embodied 
in the Preface) the chapters which follow may have 
a certain interest as a fairly consecutive recital of 
what many men were thinking about fiom week to 
week during the progress of the war ; so, apart from 
cutting out details of merely temporary value, I have 
left these pages almost exactly as they were sent out 
e\ciy Saturday to readers in battleships, regiments, 
clubs, and countrydiouses all over the Empire. 

The idVWhas never contained so much “ Politics " 
before, and I Iiope it never will again ; but I trust it 
has been able to show that it is as representative of 
national life in war-time as it was acceptable in days 
of peace ; for it has become very clear that sports¬ 
manship is an indispensable factor in strenuous 
success of any land. This word “ sportsmanship,” 
m the sense in which I desire to use it, is almost as 
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difficult to define as another, with which it has so 
much in common, the word " gentleman,” which the 
Germans desire to eradicate from their vocabulary 
after ceasing to deserve it by their conduct. ” Sports¬ 
manship,” in its nobler meaning, seems to me to imply 
action that is guided by honour and sanctioned by 
fair play. In this sense, most certainly, Germany has 
demonstrated that a nation which abandons every 
element of sportsmanship will never overcome the 
united reprobation of the rest of the world. 

This consideration leads me, with every deference, 
to suggest that we should never have escaped this 
war by the simple means of raising a conscript army 
and then using the same covert threats of force which 
constituted the diplomatic overtures of Germany. 
The production of that army would have been met by 
a similar increase in the German total, and the effec¬ 
tive forces on each side would have been in just the 
same proportion as they were last August, with the 
very serious disadvantage that we should not have 
had the large resources we can now call upon in 1915. 
More than this : an attempt on our part to rival her 
army would have exactly suited Germany's plans ; 
she would have known every regiment we possessed ; 
whereas, under present circumstances, the real extent 
of the military possibilities of our Empire is precisely 
the factor which she neglected in her calculations, and 
precisely that decisive reserve which we shall need 
at the crucial moment to terminate victoriously a 
long-drawn struggle. Even if we had prolonged the 
irritating and expensive alternation of menaces and 
bombast which Germany called " peace,” we could 
never have persuaded her that her own mihtary 
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machine was not the invincible instrument of her 
preposterous dreams of domination. 

It seems to me that Germany’s long preparation 
and consistent use of the mechanical side of warfare 
have ended in turning her infantry and cavalry into 
machines as well, so that their large numbers have 
chiefly served to swell the casualty-lists ; for she 
deliberately destroyed the intelligence of her private 
soldiers before she mercilessly gave their bodies to 
inevitable slaughter ; and no population, however 
deluded it may have been at the beginning, can stand 
that treatment until the end of an exhausting war. 
Germany has been vanquished, not by material 
rivalry in preponderance of troops, but by just those 
imponderable elements which she so mistakenly 
derided, by the loyal resources of the Empire she 
despised, by the heroism of the little country she 
devastated, by the resolution of the Republic she so 
wantonly attacked. The Scrap of Paper has beaten 
the Big Battalions. The compulsory levies which 
strove to impose their o^vn slavery upon the rest of 
Europe will be borne back by free men of the 
Anglo-Saxon communities who fight because they 
want to bear a voluntary share in a good cause. 

This provides one reason why the principles which 
the Field has advocated since its foundation, more 
than sixty years ago, served us as well in 1914 as in 
any previous period ; for the military authorities had 
to rely on the sporting instinct of this country not 
only to obtain an army but to train it while we were 
at war ; and they were right. That instmct is 
senously effective, indomitably determined ; it is 
obvious m the cavalry and in aircraft even more than 
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in the infantry; and it is something the Germans have 
never had, never will have, and cannot adequately 
counter. It exasperates them bitterly to meet it. 
With it, there is no kno\\'ing what their millions might 
have effected. Without it, their mailed fist and 
shining armour have proved but sounding brass and 
a tinkling cymbal. For no preponderance in num¬ 
bers, no amount of drill or discipline, not even the 
most reckless sacrifice of ‘ ‘ cannon-fodder ' ’ by officers 
who had never been under fire before, could give the 
certainty—to a nation which had never played the 
game—of victory in the greatest game of all. Sports¬ 
manship, as I have defined it, is not limited m its 
effects to physical qualities, incalculably as those 
qualities may be improved by its co-operation. Its 
absence implies precisely those defects in good temper 
and in truthfulness which have characterized the 
German national mind of late. Neither in the boxing 
ring nor in any form of first-rate sport will loss of 
temper assist success. The sternest fighter is the 
kindliest of citizens. No nation can win a struggle, 
calling for the uttermost reserves of physical and 
temperamental capacity, when hatred blinds its 
action and lies have clogged its heart. 

To those, therefore, who urge that conscription in 
England would have avoided the present war, I 
would suggest that the thing called “ Peace " had 
lost its ancient grace already, and that there is over¬ 
whelming evidence, forthcoming since last August, of 
the Kaiser’s determination to fight us in 1914 under 
any circumstances. To those who argued that we 
should at any rate have conscription forced upon us 
directly war began, I can only reply that six months 
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of the most terrible war in history had not produced 
it, and that problems of ammunition and equipment 
would be sufficienl. in all probability, at least to post¬ 
pone it. Those who prophesy that, even if we get 
safely through the present struggle witlioiit conscrip¬ 
tion. we are bound to embrace it when the war is over, 
I ask to consider very carefully what the conse¬ 
quences of conscription have proved to be to Ger¬ 
many, not only from the military, but still more from 
the social point of view. Forty years of relentless 
drilling, backed by the whole resources of modern 
invention and strengthened by an inilexible pride of 
purpose, have not produced the swift, decisive 
victory of her arms which alone could justify the 
sacrifice. W'hat they have produced is the tem¬ 
porary ruin, intellectual and moral, as well as mili¬ 


tary, of a nation which might have ranked among the 
highest in the world. Conscription is dead. If the 
Piussian Junker has killed it, the irony of fate has 
very suitably selected the only contribution he has 
ever made to the welfare of his fellow-men. 

I have, of course, used most of the official publica¬ 
tions of diplomatic con-espondence ; and out of the 
large number of books, recently produced, to which 
lam indebted. I would select The Third Great War, 
by Laurie Magnus, as especially useful for my In¬ 
troduction. I have quoted from this book very 
freely. My little volume does not claim a dignity 
enhanced by references or footnotes ; but those who 
desire to go more deeply into tiie various questions 
raised should consult the Select List of Publications 
Bwnng the War and Its Antecedents, which can be 
obtained from the Central Committee, at 62. Charing 
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Cross. Certain details in the following chapters may 
very naturally be questioned by some who are un¬ 
aware of aU the facts; so I have printed in the 
Appendix a few original German documents (trans¬ 
lated) which will tend to confirm various statements 

in the text. 

At a later date, and at the right moment, the 
British Government will officially offer to the impar¬ 
tial judgment of the world at large a careful record, 
based on sifted evidence, of the atrocities committed 
in France and Belgium which have for ever soiled the 
reputation of the Higher Military Command m 
Germany, from the Kaiser downwards. The details 
of this terrible indictment will add a tenfold weight to 
many of the general arguments I have brought for¬ 
ward for the prosecution of this war determinedly 
and inexorably to its inevitable conclusion. But I 
may at least dare to say that the mere lapse of time 
has already strengthened the convictions, on this 
subject, which were expressed with what may have 
appeared as somewhat startling abruptness when 
they were first printed, in the early days of unex¬ 
pected conflict. And if, in their new dress, these 
pages reach a wider circle of readers than those who 
have invariably been so courteous to our efforts every 
week, I only hope they will be welcomed an 
equal sympathy and criticized with an even kindlier 

indulgence. a r 


Windsor House, 

Bream’s Buildings, E.C. 
December 31s/, i 9 ^ 4 - 
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INTRODUCTORY 

HINC MOVET EUPHRATES ILLINC GERMANIA BELLUM 

When King George V went over to see his troops in 
France towards the close of 1914, some of us were 
thinking of the many different ways in which the 
Empire and the Army he represented stand in con¬ 
trast with the Empire and the Army against which 
we are still fighting for our lives. About the first of 
these two I need say nothing ; for memories of the 
Black Prince or Henry V are the common heritage of 
all the English-speaking race. But I believe there 
are many in England who even still do not recognize 
the formidable nature of the forces arrayed against 
us by the second ; and it may be useful to consider, 
in this regard, the ancestry of the Kaiser himself. 

THE PRUSSIAN KINGDOM 

Prussia became a kingdom in 1701, and in 1740 
Frederick the Great succeeded his father on the 
throne. In 1914 their descendant was leading the 
German Empire in an attempt to secure the supre¬ 
macy of Europe as a first step towards the domina¬ 
tion of the world. This is rather quick work, judged 
by our old-fashioned standards ; but the history of 
the last two hundred years contains facts which the 
philosopher of the future will no doubt accept as the 
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probable cause both of this mad attempt and of its 
foredoomed failure. Frederick the Great's child¬ 
hood was a miserable combination of misery, pain, 
and downright slavery. If the genius in him had ever 
been doubted, it could be proved as much by his sur¬ 
vival from that agony as by the use he made of power. 
He grew up without pity and without honour. He 
never had a minister he trusted. He worked his 
soldiers like a drill sergeant, and gave himself as little 
rest as he spared them leisure. To be shot was their 
most merciful punishment ; they were scourged 
daily. “ The industry of Prussia," said Voltaire, " is 
War." "The blessing of modern Germany," says 
Beruhardi, " will be War.” The militarism of 1914 is 
the direct descendant of the army of 1750. But the 
parallels run closer still. Take away his restless 
pomposity, and in the modern Kaiser you have 
Frederick the Great without his genius. To each 
monarch treaties were but " scraps of paper," and 
humanity possessed no rights the cannon could not 
cancel. Frederick the Great broke the guarantee he 
had signed on behalf of Maria Theresa and then, as 
Macaulay describes it, sent her the message that " if 
she would but let him have Silesia he would stand by 
her against any Power which should try to deprive 
her of her other dominions ; as if he were not already 
bound to stand by her, or as if his new promise could 
be of more value than the old one ; and at once the 
whole world sprang to arms. No otherwise did 
Wilhelm 11 propose to England that if we would let 
him tear up our joint treaty about Belgium, he would 
do her no lasting injury, and even take no more than 
colonies from France ; in other words, he offered us, 
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at the same instant, a promise of faith in the future 
and a proposal of perjury in the present ; and at once 
he deluged Europe in blood. Wilhelm II, in fact, is 
a reversion to the type of Frederick the Great, with 
the unpleasing additions that we know. 


THE HOHENZOLLERN DYNASTY 

The historical tradition of the Hohenzollerns has 
been extraordinarily persistent, and their rule has 
invariably exhibited a grim tenacity of purpose. 
They have never emancipated anyone, even by acci¬ 
dent. They have never gone astray into the path of 
enlightenment. Unconsciously restrictive, abstract¬ 
edly tyrannical, they " follow darkness like a dream." 
Even the sterile cruelty of their friends the Turks 
shows something of the pathos of belief; they offer 
a foe the choice between the sword and the Koran. 
The Hohenzollern cares nothing for the Koran. '' He 
wishes to share the crime, although he cannot share 
the creed.' ’ The world-war begun by Kaiser Wilhelm 
in 1914 was characteristically introduced by what 
may appear to be the irrelevant occurrence of the 
assassmation at Serajevo. But no such fact in history 
IS isolated. The dead hand of the murdered Archduke 
reached out of his new-made grave to dim Hapsburgs 
and Hohenzollerns in the past, to those grey shades of 
Barbarossa and of Charlemagne, which have domin¬ 
ated the mmds of Bourbon, of Buonaparte, or Hohen- 
zoUern m turn, as each endeavoured to attain world- 
ernpire, and each in turn was met and overthrown by 
England and an European alliance. The pact 

iQi! ren Emperors in 

914 represents the worst phase in the long conflict 
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of their thrones for the supremacy of central Europe. 
The Holy Catholic Empire, claiming descent from the 
glories of Rome and of Augustus, had been shaken 
centuries ago when Luther's Reformation established 
the protestant electors of Brandenburg who eventu¬ 
ally became the kings of Prussia. Both empire and 
kingdom were smashed by that new Charlemagne, 
Napoleon. One was transmogrified by the Austrian 
Archduke into the ramshackle hereditary Empire of 
the Hapsburgs. The other slowly developed into the 
most formidable military Power ever organized in 
Christendom. For the whole art of Prussia was war. 
It has never had any other. The German “ culture " 
of the beginning of the nineteenth century was 
destroyed by war at Jena. But German “unity" 
recovered. The First King of Prussia had made the 
recognition of his royal title a condition of his support 
to the Emperor Leopold in the Spanish partition 
treaty. He had an army because Louis XIV had one, 
just as Wilhelm II built a fleet because England had 
one ; your Prussian has ever exhibited the ant-like 
imitativeness of the Oriental. The whole attitude 
of Prussia when Frederick the Great came to the 
throne was “the tension of a tiger crouching for a 
spring ” ; and that has been the attitude of modern 
Germany for the last twenty years. Having imposed 
a sort of hopeful slavery on his own people, their 
War-Lord then, in the true Prussian manner, decided 
to impose it hopelessly on every other race. He 
determined to destroy liberty throughout the world. 
For nearly two generations he has put all that was 
best in civUized machinery at the service of all that 
is worst in the barbaric world. 
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THE MILITARISM OF THE JUNKER 

The process has been neither simple nor easy. I 
can only hint at a few of its main points. The 
Militarism of the Junker had far from achieved uni¬ 
versal popularity in the days of the Kaiser’s grand¬ 
father. Bismarck, the one German who had the 
imagination of a true statesman as well as the ruth¬ 
lessness of the true Prussian. foresawthat Prussia.asa 
kingdom, was alone not strong enough to enforce her 
views. He decided to make her the head of a German 
Empire from which she might extract inexhaustible 
supplies of men and money. He made a Zollverein. 
in fact a Hohenzollemverein, for frankly practical 
purposes; and since he was no more a democrat 
than Bernhardi or Bethmann-Hollweg, he observed 
that " it is not by speechif^dng and majorities that 
the great questions of the time will have to be settled, 
but by Blood and Iron.” In just the same way 
Bernhardi and Bethmann-Hollweg decided to found 
an European Germanic Federation “ by Blood and 
Iron." But the modern disciples forgot the essential 
preliminaries which their predecessor never neglected. 
Bismarck began with a pretext well-nigh as trifling 
as an assassination alleged to be Ser\ian. He de¬ 
manded from Denmark certain reforms for Schleswig 
and for Holstein. In that demand he was careful to 
join Austria as his ally. Fearing that Denmark might 
peacefully capitulate, as later politicians eWdentlv 
feared that Serbia might obey unless the " ultima¬ 
tum was made "strong enough." he persuaded 
Denmark to show fight by means of one of the most 
disgraceful lies in history. He then stole both 

B 
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Schleswg and Holstein for Prussia, and conquered 
Austria herself by force of arms. This was a 
pretty beginning. In his Reminiscences we learn of 
Moltice's delight over the famous forged telegram of 
1870. “ Our God of old loves us still, and will not let 
us perish in disgrace,” cried von Roon, when he had 
appreciated the full beauty of the situation, with a 
phrase that Army Orders and Imperial Telegrams of 
1914 have made quite familiar again to the applaud¬ 
ing ears of Europe. Many other reasons might have 
been given for the war of 1870 which conquered 
France, but the forged telegram was the immediate 
reason. On that characteristic base was built the 
German Empire which started the war of 1914, and 
for this too many other reasons might have been given, 
but the immediate provocation was the deliberate 
repudiation of Belgium's neutrality. That repudia¬ 
tion was thoroughly characteristic of Prussia. Long 
before Bernhardi, Bismarck had written that ” the 
validity of all treaties between great Powers is 
limited by the test of the struggle for existence. No 
great nation will ever be induced to sacrifice its right 
to live on the altar of treaty-obligations if it be com¬ 
pelled to choose between the two.” At least, how¬ 
ever, Bismarck realized the one possible weak spot on 
his Empire's frontiers—Russia. He never ceased his 
warnings. But they were neglected, and he was him¬ 
self ” retired ” \vith almost as little courtesy as was 
showm by the young Kaiser to his mother. Bismarck's 
may not be precisely a virginal or attractive charac¬ 
ter : but It scarcely became a Prussian monarch to 
reject him. However, Militarism began to whip the 
chariot wheels in good earnest under W'ilhelm II, and 
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beside that restless, vigorous, impatient, fiery per¬ 
sonality no other could be allowed for long to shine. 
The subsequent development was double, in the 
Kaiser himself and in his people. It is worth con¬ 
sidering a little. 


NEMO REPENTE FUIT TURPISSIMUS 

We need be under no delusion as to the popularity 
of the Kaiser among his subjects. He is worshipped 
by them all, for he is their supreme ideal, the super¬ 
man of the whole super-race of seventy million Ger¬ 
mans. He preached " shining armour ” and " mailed 
fists,” and his people firmly believed every word. 

Madman ? Not much. He gave Germany a 
development in trade and wealth which was bigger 
than their wildest dreams. He drove up her birth 
rate. He typified their glorification of material force. 
He is, perhaps, the only living sovereign who could 
have deliberately signed the atrocious lie about the 
dum-dum bullets which he cabled to the President of 
the United States, and yet preserved the approval of 
his people. He announced himself as God's Vice¬ 
gerent on Earth and Germany as God’s chosen nation 
Germany was delighted. She thoroughly agreed 
She believed in him right through, and she believes in 
him still, and she is practising with all her might the 
pspel he preached and made possible. For the ruth- 
ess Militarism of Frederick the Great was developed 
to Its highest point by his descendant. It imposed a 
p^alysing regime of mercUess slavery upon the nation • 

hi as we shall discove; 

be o.e this war is over ; and that is why her soldiers 

have taken naturally to the task of putting the same 
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terror into Belgium, and why her politicians are so 
surprised to learn that other nations look with 
different eyes upon their military “ frightfulness.” 
This is why German wounded soldiers are horrified 
at lying in the same room with a wounded German 
officer. This is why German surgeons visit a French 
hospital {at Crepy-en-Valois), not to assist the 
wounded, but to examine the position of the wounds 
and correct the elevation of the Prussian rifles. This 
is why the Kaiser’s answer to Grierson’s suggestion 
that a massed attack might cost too many lives, was 
'* There are plenty more lives to be sacrificed.” This 
is why Brigade Orders at Mulhausen, on August 2i5t 
(as given in the diary of Reservist Reinhard of the 
ii2th Regiment), contained the German official 
brutality ; ” All Frenchmen, whether wounded or 
not, who fall into our hands, are to be killed. No 
prisoners are to be taken.” It is easy to understand 
how Germans can destroy Rheims Cathedral or the 
Cloth Hall of Ypres, or the library of Louvain, with 
as little compunction as they would blow up a can¬ 
teen. The architecture of Berlin is a measure of their 
appreciation of art. For the last twenty years the 
whole nation that was not occupied in commerce and 
industrial or military research became a barrack-yard 
in which Prussian officers shouldered the women off 
the pavement and sabred hunchbacked cobblers for 
a fancied insult in time of peace, as they struck a 
captured airman in the face in time of war. Of course 
they have committed atrocities worse than defiled 
the record of any other army. Of course they have 
perpetrated dishonourable tricks with uniforms and 
white flags and Red Cross badges which were un- 
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known to civilized warfare. All these and more also 
have their leaders taught them, have their leaders 
organized, applauded ; and of their spies all Europe 
has been full for years, preparing for the war of 1914, 
which the Kaiser and his Staff had carefully organized 
in every detail for many months beforehand. 


THE BARREN GOSPEL OF HATE 

Yet if Bernhardi and Bethmann-Hollweg are not 
politicians like Bismarck, neither has the modern 
Junker military caste produced a Moltke or a von 
Roon. There is but one name that stands out from 
four months of German generalship, and that is von 
Kluck, whose rush to Paris was beaten back beyond 
the Aisne, and whose attack upon the roads to Calais 
cost Germany well-nigh as many lives as Hinden- 

burg s attacks upon the Polish frontier. No; the plain 
living and hard drilling that produced 1870 have been 
supplemented by the grossest forms of dissipation 
supplied by the rise in wealth of the last thirty years 
and they have not been hardened by the slightest ex¬ 
perience of actual warfare. To these critics the Man- 
c urian war and the Boer campaign were but proofs 

^"Sland were equally 
con empt.ble. No soldier who had been under fire 

general Staff have done on every single opportunity 
^aLrit*d Militarismhat had 

Courrhid =>"<1 the 

Court had never seen a shot fired in real earnest and 

ing aboutVhe >^ 5 ' vainglorious boast- 

ng about the mvinc.b.hty of their machine. These 

the men who gradually poisoned the whole 
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country and its diplomatic corps with the fierce 
venom of the Junker oligarchy. By much drilling 
they almost drove the patient German population 
mad. They drove out of it, at any rate, its chivalry, 
its humour, its simplicity. They drove into it the 
gospel of hate, of " military ” atrocities, of bombast, 
and of lies. They held before it the dream of an ideal 
world-barrack, dragooned by Prussian officers, from 
which every ennobling virtue was banished, in which 
sympathy and pity and sportsmanship were unknown, 
in which the weak are to be stamped out of existence, 
and the strong alone shall ruthlessly survive. Can 
we wonder that such leaders leaped gleefully at the 
crime of Serajevo as their great opportunity for the 
greatest crime of all, or that they should have taken 
the assassination of the Archduke as the prelude to 
the holocaust of Belgium ? Can we wonder that a 
nation so led has cheered its soldiers on from one 
treachery to another, and nourished its ardour for the 
war by ever-increasing hatred of the England that it 
cannot reach ? They are to-day following out the 
appalling policy of first devastating Belgium, then 
infficting enormous " war fines ” on the country, and 
finally leaving its inhabitants to starve. Attila and 
the Middle Ages could show no such calculating 

fiendishness. _ 

Potsdam’s foreign politics 

In Rudyard Kipling’s Light that Failed there was a 
war-correspondent who foretold every spring that 
there would be "Trouble in the Balkans." That 
trouble broke out in 1912. just after Germany’s 
efforts to get more colonies, her claim for " a place in 
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the sun," had been definitely exchanged, owing to the 
Agadir incident, for the theory of Pan-Germanism, or 
the claim that by means of a central federation Ger¬ 
many should rule the destinies of Europe, with out¬ 
crops through Turkey and Asia Minor into "the 
enormous treasure-house of Hindustan." As we 


know now, Germany's estimate of Turkey’s military 
power (backed by Prussian training) proved com¬ 
pletely wrong. Turkey, in fact, was smashed, in spite 
of Italy having very kindly ceased troubling her in 
Tripoli when Bulgaria attacked her nearer home. It 
must be remarked, in passing, that Italy’s adventure 
had given the most serious preoccupation to Berlin, 
for it suggested a rapprochement with France that 


was quite contrary to the views of the Triple Alliance 
and to the mirage of Mediterranean sovereignty 
which Germany held out as bait to her Southern ally. 
However, Germany felt fairly certain that what her 
greats had done before they would again accomplish. 
Had not France been compelled to dismiss Delcasse 
on a notable occasion ? Had not Russia been obliged 
^ submit passively when Austria stole Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, and the Kaiser stood " in shining 
armour •' beside his kind old friend Franz Josef > 
What more easy than to make the best of a bad job 
and help Austria to take Albania from Servia ? 
WTiat were Sir Edward Grey’s efforts to arrange a 
astmg peace but the confession of England’s weak¬ 
ness . By the mere menace of force Germany had 
accomplished much ; and since the Albania arrange¬ 
ment was a mere makeshift that by no means com- 
pensated for the perils to the cherished ^ad- 
Railway scheme involved by Turkey’s defeat why 
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not prepare more force, in good earnest, and trample 
finally on a Europe which was evidently cowed into 
obedience ? 


WAR PREPARED FOR I9I4 

The war-scheme of the General Staff for 1914 was 
ready. The Kiel Canal and its surroundings were com¬ 
pleted. Big guns were secretly manufactured. The 
numbers of the army were increased. The construc¬ 
tion of battleships was accelerated. The real difficulty 
about the Agadir crisis had been domestic finance. 
Well, that could easily be settled. It was, most 
thoroughly. Gold was extracted in large quantities 
from England and everywhere else early in 1914 ; 
bills, called " fine paper," were showered on London, 
with the certain knowledge they never would be met. 
Bernhardi and his friends were turned on to rouse the 
jingoism of the German population ; and the Kaiser, 
who had been openly called a " poltroon " by the 
War Party, determined he would show his pluck. 
Russia had been soundly beaten (it appeared) by 
Japan, and the improvement in her army, after that 
bitter education, might be neglected as openly as the 
improvement of the English forces after the Boer 
War. Besides, Russia was a hotbed of revolution, 
and England's hands were tied by civil war in Ire¬ 
land, which would spread to every corner of her down¬ 
trodden Empire as soon as any European conflict 
should begin. France, on the confession of her own 
responsible ministers, was utterly unfit for war. 
Belgium was a negligible quantity. Why take into 
account any of these " contemptible little armies " 
in comparison with the War-Lord s shining and im- 
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maculate battalions? There remained, simply and 
solely the question of an excuse : and that was found 
at Serajevo. The rest was easy ; for the Prussian 
General Staff had carefully prepared their public 
opinion. Not only has all Germany believed in the 
doctrine of Domination by Force, but every German 
soldier has shown the most extraordinary courage and 
ferocity in fighting for that cause. They have been 
within an ace of that demoniac dominion of the earth 
which they proclaim as theirs, and they even still 
believe they can attain it. We are fighting not in¬ 
vaders only but ideas ; we are fighting not merely 
for the victory of our troops but for the hope of our 
ideals. Unless we destroy Prussian methods of con¬ 
tinuous menace in peace and brutal terrorism in war, 
the nations can never restore confidence in each 
other’s goodwill. This is why we are fighting not 
only with armies or with navies but with a state of 
mind which must slowly and inflexibly be altered, 
which can only be changed after long adversity and 
disillusion. Our quarrel is not with a civilization 
that is imperfect by accident, but with a nation that 
IS the enemy of civilization by design, a nation that 
deliberately rejects the Promise and the Record, 

those two things upon which the whole machinery of 
modern life depends. For Germany has attempted 
to eliminate that belief in sane action and honest 
intention. by which alone it is possible to establish 
peaceful and stable relations between one nation and 


KUI SOLEIL 


fortresses which are not made 
^Mth hands that differentiates the German Emperor's 
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attitude from that of either of his predecessors in his 
attempt at world-dominion : Napoleon or Louis 
XIV, the two absolutists who were destroyed before 
Wilhelm II. The Bourbon died in 1715, soon after 
the peace of Utrecht. The Buonaparte was banished 
after his defeat in 1815 at Waterloo. The true causes 
of the catastrophe that is befalling the Hohenzollem 
in 1915 lie behind his flimsy pretext for war, as here¬ 
dity lies behind psychology and psychology behind 
action ; and those causes were as observable in 
Louis XIV as they are in Wilhelm II. Mr. Laurie 
Magnus has brilliantly emphasized the parallel. 
The French King was ruling without Mazarin at 
the age of 22, and was faced by his allied enemies 
in forty years. It took much less time for the 
Kaiser to rouse the world against himself after 
he had dismissed Bismarck. Each monarch could 
truly say‘'L'Etat c’est Moi." Each believed that 
he ruled by Right Divine. Each threatened the 
Mediterranean and fought in Belgium. Each aspired 
to lead the world in culture after they had beaten it 
in war. Each was his own foreign minister. Each 
fell by his foreign policy. Each, like Napoleon, was 
lured by the phantom of the ancient Roman Empire 
and nourished the ambition to translate it into terms 
of supremacy over land and sea. Invariably we have 
fought against that ambition; yesterday against 
a Buonaparte; the day before against a Bourbon ; 
to-day against a Hohenzollem ; for we defend the 
future. The French Revolution, like the German 
Lutheran Reformation, was but an incident in the 
gradual revolt of humanity against medisvalism. 
The true Renaissance of the world has but begun in 
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1915 ; and even now it will not last unless we remem¬ 
ber the lessons both of 1715 and of 1815. 

NAPOLEON 

The second of the three Great Wars began like each 
of the other two, mth an invasion of Belgium. The 
French General Duinouriez, who fought the Belgians 
in 1792, lies buried at Henley-on-Thames. His 
mighty master died in St. Helena. For twenty years 
from 1795 it was really Napoleon who dominated 
Europe. His imitators have talked about Welt- 
politik : he was its living embodiment. Louis XIV 
was made by Richelieu ; Wilhelm II by Bismarck ; 
Napoleon was “ his own ancestor ” and made himself, 
and his power was backed by five or six millions of 
free citizens, because his nation made the army, and 
the army made him Emperor. Wilhelm II reversed 
the process; for he made the army, and his army 
made the nation. Napoleon entered Berlin, after 
Jena, and one of his chief regrets in later life was that 
he had not then destroyed the Hohenzollern dynasty. 
We may share in that regret, but we must never share 
the error ; for after Jena the implacable obscurantist 
tyranny of the Junkers, and the poisonous absolutism 
of Metternich combined not only to model Prussia as 
she is to-day, but to forge the strength which was to 
impose Prussia on the rest of Germany and to make 
her that stupendous Power of Evil which is the 
German Empire. After the fall of Napoleon, 
Prus^an militarism at once saw its chance and took it. 
Ihe Hohenzollern definitely settled with the Haps- 

became himself an Emperor in 1871 
with Austria as his weaker partner and Turkey to be 
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his ally. The enormous naval and military prepara¬ 
tions of Kaiser Wilhelm 11 had by 1913 reached a 
point at which they had to be used without much 
further delay in a successful war of aggiession or 
suffer a diminution in comparative value owing to 
the continuance of a disadvantageous peace. The 
pretext for the war was found, as I have pointed out, 
in the assassination of the Austrian Archduke and 
his consort at Serajevo on June 28th, 1914. It is 
essential to understand not only the use Germany 
made of this murder, but also the role she played 
throughout the diplomacy which followed it; for on 
this understanding depends the main proof that Ger¬ 
many, and Germany alone, has been responsible for 
the gigantic conflict which is ending in her downfall. 

ENGLAND’S OPINION OF SERAJEVO 

In this connection it is important to observe the 
letter of July 20th from Sir Edward Grey to our 
Charge d'Affaires at Berlin in the first of tlie official 
documents published by Government in Great Britain 
and the European Crisis (called the “ Penny Blue 
Book,” and hereafter referred to as P.B.B.). ” I 

hated the idea,” wrote Sir Edward, ” of a war 
between any of the Great Powers, and that any of 
them should be dragged into a war by Servia would 
be detestable.” In his letter of July 23rd to our 
Ambassador at Vienna Sir Edward emphasized his 
expectation (P.B.B., p. 2) that Austria's communica¬ 
tion to Servia ” would include proof of the complicity 
of some Servian officials in the plot to murder the 
Archduke,” and after he had read that communica¬ 
tion he said, on July 24th (P.B.B.,p. 9),” I had never 
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before seen one State address to another independent 
State a document of so formidable a character. . . . 
The merits of the dispute between Austria and Servia 
were not the concern of His Majesty’s Government, 
and such comments as I had made above were not 
made in order to discuss those merits." In Peters¬ 


burg the same position was made clear by our Am¬ 
bassador, who told the Russian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs (P.B.B., p. 10) that " Direct British interests 
in Sei via were nil, and a war on behalf of that country 
would never be sanctioned by British public opinion." 
No direct proof of Servian complicity has ever been 
produced except to the satisfaction of Austria and 
Germany. On July 24th the German Ambassador 


communicated a note from his Government (P.B.B., 
p. 12). in which it is stated, " Under the eyes, at least 
with the tacit permission of official Ser\na. the Great 
Servian propaganda has continuously increased in 
extension and intensity ; to its account must be set 
the recent crime." Sir Edward Grey preserved an 
open mind as to the evidence, for on July 24th he 
wiote to our Charge d’Affaires at Belgrade (P.B.B. 

f, c promise that if it is proved 

t^hat Servian officials, however subordinate they may 

e, were accomplices in the murder of the Archduke 

Lefion"'”''^' satis- 

laction. Sir Edward, of course, entirely appreciated 

htrnar‘°r" nationalist feeling 

Bolb H annexation ot 

Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1908 by Austria, and that 

eehng had been redoubled both by Servia’s militarv 

successes in tgia-id.and by AustL's oppLSn to 

ubsequent territorial expansion. Sir Edward 
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also felt, as every civilized man felt, the deepest sym¬ 
pathy with Austria’s horror at the murder of the heir 
to her throne. But England, Russia, and France 
were never given any direct proof of Servia’s official 
complicity, and no proof has ever been forthcoming 
that Servian territory had, in fact, been made the 
base for murderous revolutionary operations. The 
court-martial set up at Serajevo itself was secret. 
Servia waited for the evidence there produced before 
setting on foot her own inquiry (for which she was 
given no time), and stated, meanwhile, that both the 
assassins implicated were Austrian subjects. It was 
therefore naturally assumed on all sides (except by 
Germany) that before Austria took any action she 
would disclose her case against Servia. She only 
produced asseverations of Servian complicity with¬ 
out a shred of corroborative evidence. 

Germany’s use of serajevo 

Does such evidence exist ? Considering the terrible 
use to be made of the verdict, it might have been 
thought that every scrap of evidence would have been 
eagerly published. The “ dossier ” sent with a copy 
of the "ultimatum'’ from Vienna to the French 
Government is a statement not of evidence but of 
conclusions from evidence, the source and value of 
which have never been disclosed. Neither Austria 
nor Germany have ever permitted the rest of the 
world either to verify that testimony or to estimate 
its weight. The Servian Government itself, replying 
to the " ultimatum," offered " to hand over for trial 
any Servian subject, without regard to his situation 
or rank, of whose complicity in the crime of Serajevo 
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proofs are forthcoming.” Is it not significant that 
Austria preferred war to the production of such 
proofs ? Is it not even more significant that Germany 
declared war against Russia rather than risk that 
production of proofs which might have resulted 
from Austria's willingness, at the very last moment, 
to discuss the case with Russia ? It is impossible, in 
the light of after events, to separate this horrible 
crime from the military policy of Prussia. One of the 
first cries raised by Prussia’s official apologists was 
that we had “joined the party of the assassins.” 
That cry bore with it all the echoes of a finally 
triumphant manoeuvre. The assassination served 
Germany's ulterior purposes admirably. She had 
dictated to Austria for use against Servia the most 
humiliating ultimatum ever sent to a free country. 
She was as determined that Servia should never yield 
as Bismarck was determined that Denmark, long ago, 
should never agree to his proposals of reform. Sir m' 
de Bunsen had very fully realized the situation. In 
recapitulating events in Vienna (P.B.B., p. 8 i) he 
^vrites that when it was thought Servia would submit 
unconditionally “ there was a moment of keen dis¬ 
appointment ; but when her submission was re¬ 
jected “ Vienna burst into a frenzy of delight.” 


Germany's deliberate delays 

Germany was well aware that Austria, unsup¬ 
ported would never impose such terms, stUl less en- 
orce them She was equaUy well aware that Russia 
must inevitably protest. But she discounted Russian 
protests as she despised the Russian army, and she 
took care to nuUify the suggestions of every other 
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Power, first by the fruitless phrase that “the quarrel 
must be localized *’ ; secondly, by her obviously 
theatrical sensitiveness for the dignity of her ally. 
The Russian Orange Book again reveals the truth. 
Austria took care to deliver her ultimatum, with 
its time-limit of forty-eight hours, at a moment 
when the Servian Prime Minister was absent from 
Belgrade, and refused Russia categorically any 
extension of that time. Germany then refused 
Russia's request for her mediation, as she refused 
France’s offer later on, both in Paris and Berlin. The 
Russian Ambassador at Vienna divined the facts as 
quickly as any of his colleagues. “ Austria,” he 
wrote, “ influenced by the assurances of the German 
Ambassador in Vienna, who has played the part of an 
instigator during the whole cn'sts, counted on the pro¬ 
bability of the localization of her conflict with 
Servia.” Germany, in fact, told Austria it would be 
safe to go ahead, knowing all the time that it meant 
General War. And when war came it was not Austria 
who declared war against Russia, for she was actually 
negotiating with Russiaat the moment, but Germany; 
and Austria was only dragged in at the German heels 
five days later. Germany well knew that the inevit¬ 
able development of Austria’s quarrel with Servia 
would be a European conflagration, which appeared 
certain to involve the destruction of both Servia and 
Belgium too by their more powerful neighbours. But 
Belgium and her King have won immortal fame by 
their indomitable resistance, and in the campaign of 
Austria against Servia it is certainly not the smaller _ 
State which has shown the hesitation or the guilty 
conscience of a nation with the stain of murder on its 
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soul. In the first week of December, 1914. the old 
King Peter, with a Servian army which was fighting 
its third war in two years, inflicted one of the most 
crushing defeats on Austria which that unhappy 
Empire has experienced even in the most disastrous 
struggle she has ever waged. 

GERMAN “world-policy” 

In his speech before the Reichstag on December 
2nd, 1914, Bethmann-Hollweg gave a sketch of his 
policy previous to last August, apparently with the 
object of showing how disgracefully we had invariably 
behaved. He quarrelled with our old principle of the 
“ Balance of Power.” We accept that, for we are 
fighting for it in 1914 as we were in 1815 and in 1713. 
We shall never see one Power attempting to dominate 
Europe without trying tofight her. But his complaint 
is not only that we formed the Triple Entente to 
balance the Triple Alliance, but that when he tried to 
seduce each of the Allies, one after the other, he failed. 
We refused to suspect our friends, and he cannot 
understand that in the least. He does not understand 
it after even the declaration of the three nations 
signed in London on September 4th. and he is trying 
to undermine that declaration still. His speech, in 
fact, exposes nearly all the tricks he had in reserve for 
us before the war ; but his reference to incriminating 
documents during that period of agitating diplomacy 
was particularly unfortunate at the moment when 
he French Yellow Book had published the full proof 
not merely of the perfidy with which Germany masked 
her true purposes, first with fair words and then with 

obvious delays, but also of her deliberate preparations 

0 
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for years beforehand for compelling war at her own 
moment. 


IN'CRIMINATING DOCUMENTS 

These documents (hereafter referred to as F.B.) are 
an overwhelming exposure of the most unprincipled 
plot against the peace of Europe ever hatched even 
in the murky council chambers of Potdsam. The 
whole appalling story will have a \’ital bearing not 
only on the eventual terms of peace, but on the time 
when we decide to impose them, and the methods by 
which we determine that they shall be carried out ; 
for, terrible as is the indictment based on the Kaiser's 
atrocities in Belgium, this is but one part of the 
colossal crime for which he and his Empire will be 
brought to judgment. His plots began long before 
the Serajevo murder. In March, 1913, Germany was 
much annoyed to find that the increase in her army 
(the last on which she dared to venture) had been 
met (and more than countered) by the re-establish- 
ment of three years' service in France, and the Kaiser 
took pleasure in rousing the bellicose patriotism of 
his subjects by constant references to the memories of 
1813. His real object had been to put France out of 
the race after the profound disappointment created 
by her diplomatic victory in November, 1911. when 
“ this secondary nation held its own ” against him 
after Agadir. He counted on a strength of 860,000 
for his Imperial Army in October, 1914. which would 
be imperative if he was to succeed at the veiy outset 
of operations, as was essential. Not only this, but 
the new war-tax of a milliard marks on capital was to 
be paid entirely before July ist, 1914. “ a formidable 
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hint ” indeed, as the French Naval Attach^ points 
out (F.B., p. 7) in his despatch of March, 1913. " The 
German people/' he very justifiably concludes, “ is 
at the present moment a very dangerous neighbour.” 
But the " official and secret report,” by a German 
hand, sent ” from a trustworthy source ” to Paris in 
April, 1913, is even more illuminating. 

THE PLOT FOR WAR 

” Opinion,” it says, ” is being prepared for a further 
strengthening of the active army . . . which is to 
strengthen and to extend Germanism [Dcutschtum] 
throughout the habitable world,” and ” is but an 
extension of the military education of the German 
people. . . . The idea that our armaments are a reply 
to the armaments and policy of the French must he 
instilled into the people. The people must be accus¬ 
tomed to think that an offensive war on our part is a 
necessity if we are to combat the adversary’s provo¬ 
cations.” Howwell.it will be observed,has Germany 
learnt that lesson, from Bethmann-Hollweg to the 
lowest gutter rag of her press. " Things must be so 
managed that ... an outbreak shall be considered 
as a deliverance. . . . The war must be prepared for 
from a financial point of \dew . , . disturbances 
must be stirred up in Northern Africa and in Russia 
. . . through well chosen agents we should get into 
contact with influential people in Egypt, Tunis, 
Algiers, and Morocco. . . . Risings in time of war, 
created by political agents, require careful preparation 
by material means ... the small States must be 
forced to follow us or must be cowed. In certain 
cases their armies and their fortresses could rapidly 
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be conquered or neutralized. This might probably he 
the case with Belgium and Holland. ... A vast field 
is therefore open for our diplomacy to work." And 
what is to be the result ? Even this is carefully 
mapped out. “ We shall then remember that the 
provinces of the old German Empire, the county of 
Burgundy, and a large portion of Lorraine are still 
in the hands of the Franks, that thousands of our 
German brothers of the Baltic provinces groan under 
the yoke of the Slav. It is a national matter to give 
back to Germany what she formerly possessed.” 
(F.B., pp. 8-11). 

BERNHARDl’S PROPHECIES 

All this shows how correctly the egregious General 

vonBernhardi had interpreted the wishes of his leaders, 
and it must be remembered that this self-satisfied au¬ 
thor not merely described Germany s plans in several 
books, but went round the world lecturing on Pan- 
Germanism. I have analysed Bernhardi's latest 
books in The Germans by Themselves, which has 
been published for the Central Committee. Though 
we read him with amazement to-day, he really is not 
an original writer ; he only dished up the doctrines 
of Bismarck and the policy of Frederick the Great 
with modern sauces and with all the furia of a one¬ 
sided fanatic. But his methods were sometimes too 
outspoken, both for the Kaiser and foriiis military 
plotteis. Their conspiracy was far more subtle and 
widespread than we have ever believed. It has only 
just been discovered that all the trouble in Canada 
with the alleged ” Indian immigrants ” of the famous 
Komogata Maru was really engineered by German 
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agents who used a cargo of Shanghai cut-throats to 
try and poison popular opinion in India and Canada 
as well. No wonder there was still more trouble when 
the vessel reached Calcutta. And no wonder that 
the plotters of Potsdam were seriously annoyed to 
find Canada, India, and the rest of the Empire even 
more firmly on our side after war had broken out tlian 
they had been before. We hear of definite attempts 
to get a foothold at the mouth of the St. Lawrence. 
No doubt there have been similar attempts elsewhere. 
Some have succeeded. In the White Paper issued by 
our Foreign Office on December 12th, 1914, we have 
a vivid description by Sir Louis Mallet, our late am¬ 
bassador at Constantinople, of the base intrigue over 
the “ sick man of Europe " which resulted in the 
German military coup that led Turkey blindly into 
her ruinous alliance with Berlin. Documents pub¬ 
lished by St. Petersburg confirm the sordid story. 
And that is only one example of the world-wide web 
of evil which these venomous Prussian spiders have 
been spinning for so long, with the sinister approval 
of" Bethmann-Hollweg, plus double que son nom," as 
Edmond Rostand calls him. 

THE kaiser’s responsibility 

Another little instance from the ” vast field for dip¬ 
lomacy ■' is given in M. Jules Cambon's letter of 
November 22nd, 1913, from Berlin to Paris {F.B., 
pp. 18-19). The Kaiser (with him von Moltke) was 
entertaining the King of the Belgians with an exhibi¬ 
tion of the usual German tact. Von Moltke considered 
war to be " necessary and inevitable,” and added: 
“ This time we must put an end to it, and Your 
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Majesty can hardly doubt the irresistible enthusiasm 
which on that day will carry away the whole German 
people." No wonder M. Cambon observed that " the 
Emperor has ceased to be a partisan of peace." And 
it is, perhaps, just as well that the legend of the Kaiser 
being swept away early in August, 1914, by the in¬ 
sistence of the military party should be finally 
destroyed. The Kaiser wanted war as much as any¬ 
one. He agreed with his General Staff that they 
would have " to act by surprise " (F.B., p. 12). As 
M. Cambon had reported, in his letter of May 6th, 
from Berlin : ‘ ‘ The commonplaces as to the responsi¬ 
bility of the aggressor," said General von Moltke, 
" must be disregarded . . . we must begin war with¬ 
out waiting in order brutally to crush all resistance." 
Anyone who would not believe the case against Ger¬ 
many after this would not believe though Ananias 
himself rose up from the dead to stand by the Arch- 
Plotter of this war in his apocalypse of evil. Beth- 
mann-Hollweg’s dastardly attempt (in his speech of 
December 2nd) to inflame still more bitterly the 
hatred of Germany by repeating the thrice-refuted 
statement that Germans abroad have been inhumanely 
treated by the Allies might be enough to remind us 
that the sickening tale of treachery just unfolded was 
but a prelude to the far more barbarous atrocity on 
the part of German soldiers that was to follow the 
immediate outbreak of war. But his whole speech, 
revealing, as it does, the spectacle of a nation being 
drugged by falsehood that it may be dragged in 
thousands to the shambles is, perhaps, the blackest 
masterpiece of brutal cynicism that the records of 
even German history have ever shown. 
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SAEVIT TOTO MARS IMPIUS ORBE 

I have laid stress on the fact that the Kaiser is 
personally responsible for the war. I reserve the 
clearest proof of that until the last. It will be remem¬ 
bered that M. Cambon noticed a change in the Kaiser’s 
usually pacilic attitude in November, 1913, and it 
must be added that during the same year the Ger¬ 
mans were sedulously propagating their alarm as to 
the \iolation of Belgian neutrality by England and 
France, to such an extent that Sir Edward Grey, in 
the Foreign Office, had to assure the Belgian Minister, 
in April, 1913. that the idea was utterly baseless. We 
know now that it is the course invariably pursued by 
the Germans to accuse others, beforehand, of a ^^Tong 
they propose eventually to commit themselves. They 
did the same in this case. The Kaiser had pledged 
his word, both to the King of the Belgians and M. de 
Brocqueville, Prime Minister of Belgium, that their 
neutrality would never be violated. He broke his 
word with every circumstance of Ndolence and dis¬ 
honour. But the Kaiser’s personal responsibility for 
the whole war is fixed for ever by yet another revela¬ 
tion. the moment of which was no doubt inspired by 
the tactless lies of Bethmann-Hoilweg to the Reichs¬ 
tag on December 2nd, 1914 ; for not only were the 
Chancellor's statements open to immediate disproof 
by all who had seen the official correspondence ; his 
insistence that Germany fought a war of self-defence 
was. in the ears of every German and Austrian, a 
direct accusation of bad faith on the part of Italy, 
who would have been bound to assist the Tuple 
Alliance if it had been true. So it was practically 
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essential that the latest disclosure should be made by 
Signor Giolitti (the ex-Premier) to the Italian 
Chamber of Deputies on December 5th, 1914. He 
announced that on August 9th, 1913 (the day 
before the treaty of Bucharest was signed), Austria 
confided to Italy that, “ in common accord with 
Germany," she was about to deliver an ultimatum to 
Servia, and that this ultimatum was of substantially 
the same tenor as that sent in July, 1914. This gives 
a complete explanation of the Kaiser's change of 
attitude as observed by M. Cambon, and as shown to 
the King of the Belgians in November, 1913. But 
the most damning evidence of German duplicity 
during the close of July, 1914, is afforded by the fact 
disclosed in the despatches exchanged between the 
Italian Premier and the Italian Foreign Secretary in 
August, 1913. Both agreed that the proposed ulti¬ 
matum could not be considered as "defensive" ; 
both urged Germany to dissuade Austria from "so 
perilous an adventure." Their representations were 
recognized as just, for Germany and Austria con¬ 
tinued to be quite friendly; they were also evidently 
so effective that not only was the plot postponed in 
1913, but when it was forced on again by the Kaiser 
in 1914, he knew better than to consult Italy; 
and, as a matter of fact, neither Austria nor Ger¬ 
many have ever been able at any time to say that 
Italy was guilty of any breach of faith to the Triple 
Alliance. 

Italiam laeto Socii clamore saluiant. Both England 
and our allies warmly welcomed this courageous 
testimony, which is worth all the inference and con¬ 
structive arguments of third parties. It finally dis- 
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poses of the pretence of Germany that war was forced 
upon her, and it is more clear than ever that, as the 
Novoc Vrcmya says: “The Chancellor in his last 
speech most pitifully failed to wash the bloodstains 
from his master's hands." That master has never 
been able to cast the least aspersion upon Italy in 
connection with an attitude which directly opposes 
his own war-policy. He has even sent an ex- 
Chancellor (von Biilow) to represent German interests 
in Rome. He has not denied Signor Giolitti's state¬ 
ment. He has not even ventured to explain it. Yet 
it destroys for ever the contentions that Austria was 
forced into action by the assassinations of Serajevo, 
and that Russia or England were responsible for the 
war that followed. 

NON ILLI IMPERIUM PELAGI SAEVUMQUE 

TRIDENTEM 

For more than four months after the outbreak of 
war German apologists kept up the fiction of innocent 
unpreparedness with the most brazen efiontery, 
mingled only with their outburst of revealing hatred 
against England. But an appropriate commentary 
on Bethmann-Hollweg's speech was made a few days 
afterwards (December, 1914) by Herr Bassermann, 
leader of the National Liberal Party, to his fellow- 
members of the Reichstag. “ We shall hold fast.” he 
said, “ for all time the countries which have been 
fertilized by German blood. . . . By bloody war to 
splendid victory." Maximilian Harden spoke out 
soon afterwards too, with equal clearness and bru- 
^ity, both in his own Zukunjt and in the New York 
T%mes. He was sick of the apologists, and I do not 
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wonder ; but he certainly gives away the German 
case completely : “ Not as weak-willed blunderers,” 
he WTrites, ” have we undertaken the fearful risk of 
this war. We wanted it because we had to wish it and 
did wish it. May the Teuton devil throttle those 
whiners whose excuses make us ludicrous in these 
hours of arduous daring. . . . Now we know what 
the war is for [no doubt this was written during the 
Ypres campaign], it is to hoist the storm flag of the 
Empire on the narrow Channel that opens and locks 
the road into the Ocean. . . . Here, too, is that which 
every Geiman heart yearns for, victory over England. 
. . . We shall remain in the Belgian Netherlands, to 
which we shall add the thin strip of coast up to the 
rear of Calais, and then we shall terminate, of our ovm 
accord, this war which, now that we have safe¬ 
guarded our honour, can bring us no other gains. . . . 

Of a solemn peace-conference, with haggling over 
terms, parchments and seals, we have no need. . . . 
Never again a withered German Empire! From 
Calais to Antwerp, Flanders, Limburg, Brabant, 

to behind the line of the Meuse forts, FrMSsii 7 tt ./ . . . 

the southern triangle with Alsace, Lorraine, and 
Luxemburg. We need land for our industries, a road 
into Ocean. . . . And never was there a war more 
just, never one the result of which could bring such 
happiness as must this, even for the conquered. . . . 
It shall, it must, it will conquer new provinces for the 
majesty of the noble German spirit. 

dura necessitas 

To similar instances of what I may call the Mina¬ 
tory Future Tense we have been accustomed by other 
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wTiters during this war. Nor shall I make the obvious 
answer of the plain and simple Present. What I 
would emphasize is that no ^\Tite^ but a German of 
1914 could be guilty of just this kind of boastful folly 
about the "majesty of his noble spirit,” just this 
complacent lack of every honourable scruple, just this 
amazing barrenness of humour. These are the very 
qualities that have been displayed by German Pro¬ 
fessors, Theologians, and Diplomatists ever since the 
war began. Implicitly they all claim that the rest of 
the world has no rights and shall have no choice 
when Germany issues her decrees. Neither Maxi¬ 
milian Harden nor his compatriots seem to realize 
that when Germany stepped into Belgium she not 
only stepped out of all her colonies overseas, but out 
of every possibility of a claim to ci\dlized or honour¬ 
able citizenship. The full extent of Germany’s ruth¬ 
less ambition and of her hysterical hatred against our 
Empire has become more and more evident since 
even the slight restraint which disavowed the hasty 
platitudes of a Bernhardi had fallen off at the foul 
touch of war. The hatred he suggested as political 
has now been proclaimed as instinctive, inevitable, 
and unalterable. The contempt he showed for 
small nations” has developed into a conspiracy to 
blot Servia and Belgium {and the rest) out of exist¬ 
ence, without any realization of the strength these 
same small nations might develop in resistance. The 
gospel he preached of the super-excellence of German 
culture and the duty of spreading it abroad has 
become the greed of a nation, once ^videly honoured, 
wealthy, and secure, to dominate the world, to 
challenge fate, to affront a greater " necessity ” than 
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ever the puny Bethmann-HoUwegs have imagined, 
the ’avayKi) of Greek tragedy. 

THE CAUSE FOR WHICH WE FIGHT 

Germany has confidently put her vaunted “ Cul¬ 
ture " to the test of civilized character, and she has 
stupefied and revolted the whole world by her com¬ 
plete disregard of every human quality recognized 
by civilization. By its fruits let her “ culture be 
judged. It is barren of every inspiration to which the 
instinct of a self-respecting freedom can pay tribute. 
It rejects every element of public honour and good 
faith. It prefers the arrogance of the bully and the 
treachery of the knave to any soldierly virtue save 
the brute sacrifice of life by “cannon-fodder.” It 
has displayed itself as a base appetite operating a 
blind machine. No more terrible indictment of a 
nation has ever been framed than the grim verses on 
the Germans who began this war vTitten by Rudyard 
Kipling for the King of the Belgians : 

Through learned and laborious year* 

They set themselves to find 
Fresh terrors and undreamed-of fear* 

To heap upon mankind. 


Coldly they went about to raise 
To life and make more dread 
Abominations of old days, 

That men believed w’ere dead. 

They paid the price to reach their goal 
Across a world in flame. 

But their own hate slew their own ioul 
Before that victory cam*. 

Are these to judge mankind ? The answer disposes, 
once and for all, of the civilizing mission of Germany. 
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It also discloses one main origin of the universal 
loathing she has aroused for the system of pro\'oca- 
tion and methodical menace she called peace and for 
the system of murder and universal pillage which she 
calls war. The cause for which we are fighting, with 
the material assistance of our Allies and the spiritual 
encouragement of nearly all the rest of the world, has 
been tersely stated in our own Prime Minister's 
speeches during August and September. 1914. We 
are at war, said Mr. Asquith, " to vindicate the 
sanctity of treaty obligations and of what is properly 
called the public law of Europe ... to assert and 
enforce the independence of Free States, relatively 
small and weak, against the encroachments and vio¬ 
lence of the strong ... to withstand, as we believe 
in the best interests not only of our own Empire, but 
of civilization at large, the arrogant claim of a single 
Power to dominate the development of the destinies 
of Europe." And the same voice, speaking, this time, 
not for England only, not for the British Empire only, 
but for the civilized world, has given the sacred 
pledge that " we shall not sheathe the sword, which 
we have not lightly drawn, until Belgium recovers in 
full measure all. and more than all. that she has 
sacrificed, until France is adequately secured against 
the menace of aggression, until the rights of the 
smaller nationalities of Europe are placed upon an 
unassailable foundation, until the military domination 
of Prussia is fully and finally destroyed.” This was 
confirmed by the striking utterance of the French 
Prime Minister in the Chamber of Deputies on 
December 23rd, 1914. M. Viviani spoke in the Paris 
which his Government had had to leave (for military 
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reasons) four months before. “ France,’* he said, 
“ mil not lay down her arms until she has avenged 
outraged right, regained for ever the provinces torn 
from her by force, restored to heroic Belgium the full¬ 
ness of her material prosperity and her political inde¬ 
pendence, and broken Prussian militarism so that on 
the basis of justice we may rebuild a regenerated 
Europe.” No one desires to ruin the German people. 
But it is they who will pay the reckoning in exact 
proportion as they make common cause with the 
arrogant militarists of Prussia who have savagely 
sacrificed them to an insensate lust for power. 

VERDICT AND SENTENCE 

The pages which follow will be much easier to 
understand if the reader considers them as the conse¬ 
quence, from week to week, of the Kaiser's deliberate 
attempt to destroy France, to paralyse Russia, and 
finally—” the last and greatest reckoning of all ”— 
to overwhelm the British Empire. That this was his 
desire, I think the evidence just adduced is more than 
sufficient proof; and the progress of the war itself 
has proved that he has failed. Within a score of 
miles of Paris he had to turn back. Within the same 
distance of Calais he had to give up his goal. After 
devastating Belgium, pulverizing it with “war- 
fines,” and leaving its inhabitants to starve, he is 
being driven out of that as well. His efforts to occupy 
Warsaw or to save Cracow have been equally fruit¬ 
less. Every invasion initiated by his “defensive 
war ” has failed. But this is not enough. The possi¬ 
bility of such acts as Prussia has committed, in 
Silesia in 1740 or in Belgium in 1914, must be for ever 
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ended. Never again must such a peace be allowed as 
that of 1713 or of 1815, each a mere truce to bankrupt 
diplomatists, a mere change of scene for wearied 
despots, a mere re-shuffling of territories, boundaries, 
dynasties, which retained in its unnatural chaos all 
the seeds of future strife. This time, at any rate, we 
can appreciate from bitter experience the errors both 
of the peace of Utrecht and of the Congress of Vienna. 
In this twentieth century we have to make a lasting 
settlement. It is the people’s blood that has been 
shed, the people’s treasure that has been spilt, the 
people’s hopes that were arrested ; and at last the 
people’s rights must govern a new age of freedom, of 
responsibility, of honour. Let us banish for ever those 
shadows of dominion, splendour, and catastrophe 
that have been cast so long from out the dusty tombs 
of medieval Emperors. The mediaeval power of the 
Prussian military caste, which represents them, must 
be annihilated. Unless that is one result of their mad 
adventure of 1914 we shall not only ruin our own 
lives, we shall destroy the heritage of our children, 
we shall be false to all our fathers' trust, and a far 
worse fate than Belgium's will be ours. W'e must 
settle not with the Hohenzollerns but with the 
German people. Prussia must be cut down to what 
she was when Frederick the Great first ruled her. 
There is no other way. The German Confederation, 
if it still persists, must go on without her ; for only 
when stripped of the resources of the rest of Germany 
will Prussia^be powerless for evil. 



August 8th, 1914. 

THE OUTBREAK OF WAR 

It has been difficult to realize that life in England 
must, after all, in its broad lines, go on much the 
same, in spite of the storm that is being pitilessly 
sown across the Channel and the North Sea. Instead 
of harvests, Prussia has decreed that she shall reap 
the whirlwind ; and in the mighty cataclysm she has 
so wantonly aroused we cannot yet foresee what 
powers and principalities shall go down to irremedi¬ 
able ruin. After sincere and continuous efforts for 
peace, which were continuously misunderstood, 
England has found herself inevitably drawn into the 
vortex, not in the interests of these islands only, not 
only in the defence of her allies or of her colonies and 
free kingdoms in every quarter of the world ; but in 
the even higher cause of international honesty and 
honour, of right striking against might, of the pacific 
development of the world's freedom and civilization 
against the brutality of an arrogant and despotic 
militarism. 

Make no mistake about the issue ; it is not merely 
for the position of the Empire, but for the very exist¬ 
ence of England, that we are fighting to-day. The 
first line is, indeed, made up of that small proportion 
of our people who are, in the best sense, ''professional 
soldiers or " trained ” sailormen. But behind them, 

36 



37 


Aug. 8] THE OUTBREAK OF WAR 

and soon to be called into being, is a line of such 
reserves as none of the conscript nations can supply. 
We have been often laughed at for our devotion to 
“ Sport," for our refusal to become a nation of 
specialized militarists, for our too easy acquiescence 
in the freedom, conferred by Nature on an Island, 
from the thraldom of the Continental camps. Yet 
we have never despised our enemy. And the chance 
has come at last to do away for ever with the reproach 
that we " can only play our little games." In the 
first lines of our defence we believe that quality 
and efficiency will largely counterbalance our over¬ 
whelming inferiority in numbers. But it cannot 
entirely do so. The whole manhood of this country 
and our Empire will, if we are not mistaken, be 
involved before the end has come of the conflict so 
wantonly aroused, and our firm belief is that it will 
not be found wanting. Discipline and rigid educa¬ 
tion may have been indispensable for modern warfare 
among those nations whose very existence in the last 
few decades has been spent in urgent preparations 
for attack or for defence. But the tension of that 
racking vigil has been as severe as it has been con¬ 
tinuous. It has, indeed, been often held that such a 
situation could have had but one result, the appalling 
outburst that is upon us now. There are some who 
think that this outburst might even yet have been 
restrained. But it has come, and we must face it. 
When our first line has borne the first shock of the 
affray it will be the turn of every man in England, in 
the place allotted to him, to carry on the fight in 
which we never can admit defeat. And then, perhaps, 
we shall see the value of national character, national 
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aptitudes, in a light by which the commanders of 
Prussia’s conscript legions have never looked at them. 
We have not sought this war. We had no quarrel 
with Prussia. We never, in one single point, in this 
final crisis have acted aggressively towards her or 
Austria-Hungary. Yet she has forced us into it, and 
we fight with a clear conscience and wth all our might. 
For there can be no peace now till Prussia is destroyed. 
^ The Cassandras of the last few years have been far 
more correct than many of us believed possible— 
many of us who refused to conceive that Prussia 
could be what, in fact, she has turned out to be, what 
only the events of the last incredible fortnight could 
convict her of being. But if the prophets had been 
wholly exact we should have been roused to the 
existence of war by the destruction of a great part 
of our naval power and the presence of eighty 
thousand German soldiers in our Eastern Counties. 
And for the dramatic completeness of Prussia's 
evident policy nothing could have been so effective. 
She chose a different course, and in the " prelimin¬ 
aries ” which closed on Tuesday night it is difficult to 
say whether her attitude towards the intelligence of 
our Ministers was more contemptuous than her deri¬ 
sion of our practical power was manifest. Never has 
any first-rate Power been so completely despised, so 
obviously misunderstood by another nation. This is 
clear alike from the flimsy casus belli chosen and from 
the time selected for it. Prussia imagined that we 
were in the throes not only of bitter Party strife, but 
of actual internecine conflict. The sound of the rifle 
shots in Dublin was the signal for which the council¬ 
lors of Potsdam waited. But what has, in fact, been 
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the result of these sinister calculations ? The Irish 
Question has, we make bold to say. been postponed 
by Prussia's aggressiveness in a way which might 
have baffled British statesmanship for generations. 
And it is no less certain that Belgium was considered 
a negligible factor when the gross infraction of every 
international right which we now know was contem¬ 
plated. But the invasion of her territories has resulted 
not only in the concentration of Belgian, French, and 
English regiments to defend her violated soil, but in 
the revelation of Belgian military valour which has 
victoriously withstood the first brunt of the onslaught. 
And what of Prussia’s own allies ? Even her 
"friend "Italy could not stomach this deliberate 
and cold-blooded provocation of world-wide disaster. 
Austria is indeed fast chained to the chariot wheels, 
and we can but pity her in the part she is compelled 
to play. With her we have never been on any but 
the friendliest terms. It is even still unthinkable 
that we should be her open enemy ; and it has be¬ 
come clear that even the role of agent provocateur she 
cannot carry out to its conclusion, for slie must 
abandon the attack on Servia if her orders are to 
stand between the flank of Germany and the Russian 
Bear. Russia may indeed be weak upon the sea, and 
slow to move on land. But her resources are inex¬ 
haustible. She moves her millions with the relentless 
certainty of a glacier. Attack her, and she retreats 
on Moscow. Leave her alone, and the deep, slow tide 
of her indomitable advance rolls forward again. She 
is a factor on which no man, no nation, can calculate. 
And lastly, of our arch-enemy herself. We have used 
the name " Prussia,” and used it with intention. For 
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it is not Wurtemburg or Bavaria who have done this 
thing. We believe they were as ignorant of the im¬ 
mediate decision as ourselves. They must “ come in 
with the leaders ” as they came in 1870, because they 
cannot help it; and since they are prepared to 
benefit by the predatory policy of their leaders, they 
cannot be absolved from participation in the crime. 
But we doubt if they realize this. There is a limit to 
what any people can endure. If the result of years of 
merciless militarism is to be financial ruin, bitter 
distress, immeasurable loss—we do not believe that 
any people, as a whole, will patiently endure it. We 
prefer to count upon such a national spirit as that 
which animates the whole of France, a spirit of legiti¬ 
mate and intelligible revenge for terrible hardships 
nobly borne, a spirit as far removed from arrogant 
brutality as it is from presumptuous self-confidence 
or overweening pride. The recent publication of the 
“ Correspondence Concerning the European Crisis " 
throws an appalling light upon the methods which 
Prussia has considered justifiable. Her actions ever 
since have confirmed that impression in its blackest 
form. No nation which plunges the world into uni¬ 
versal misery in such a cause as this can hope either 
for immediate sympathy or eventual success. 

Yet even with all the considerations just stated, 
the odds may be heavier against us than as yet we 
realize. We may in truth remember that if we hold 
out against the first shock of conflict we can be certain 
that the omens are in favour of our coming safely 
through, and we can never cease fighting until 
Prussia's power is for ever crippled. But we must 
prepare for certs^in reverses in many parts of the vast 
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field of battle upon land and sea. WHien they come, 
they must inspire an even deeper resolution to persist 
unto the end. We may remember that in the hour of 
our peril our domestic quarrels are forgotten, and the 
sons of our Dominions overseas are hastening to 
stand shoulder to shoulder in our lines in the fight 
that is to fix the future of all our generations yet to 
come. With that thought before us, we can keep 
calm even if we have to face an enemy within these 
shores ; for we can at any rate determine that very 
few of the invaders shall get home again. And there 
is not a man or woman who cannot take a part in 
what is the privilege, the duty, the stern necessity of 
all. “ They also serve who only stand and wait.” 
That is often the hardest task of all. It is always the 
woman's. Let us remember that, and help them in 
their time of need until their men come home again. 
And for the rest, let us do with all our might that task 
which happens to be set before us, whatever it may 
be. For life, as has been said, must go on, in its 
broad lines, in every city and hamlet in this realm 
essentially unchanged, in spite of all the outside 
turmoil. Those who are not in the actual fighting 
line (and they will grow fewer every week) have to 
keep the ordinary life of the nation in steady con¬ 
tinuance. It will be not only legitimate and natural, 
but it will be right that they should keep in sound 
health of mind and body by reasonable recreation of 
every ordinary kind. Sport has made many of our 
best sailors and soldiers better in their warlike trade. 
Sport can also keep fit and ready those who may in the 
end be either caUed into the last desperate stand or 
ordained to supervise incessantly those wheels of life 



42 


PUBLIC WORK AND DUTY CAuo. 15 


and industry which no community can afford to let 
run down. We hope, therefore, that as little amateur 
sport as possible will be abandoned in these islands 
during the bitter weeks to come ; for it will help not 
only the body but the mind. The only nations which 
can hope to sur\ive the crucial test ^vill be those 
whose citizens can preserve unswerving courage, 
patient resolution, and an infinite trust that God will 
shield the Right. 


August T^th, 1914. 

PUBLIC WORK AND PUBLIC DUTY 

No more welcome and significant testimony to the 
real spirit which animates the nation at this time of 
trial could possibly have been given than the wide¬ 
spread and practically unanimous effort of the weal¬ 
thier members of the community to do their best at 
the present crisis by offering to the nation those 
benefits which fortune had hitherto reserved for a 
minority. Many of London's most palatial residences 
are already filled with the organization of various 
works of public utility ; and we understand that the 
number of gi'eat country houses throughout the 
length and breadth of these islands which have been 
offered for various purposes connected with the war 
has actually been greater than the widest foresight 
with regard to the appalling possibilities of the future 
could possibly have estimated. But there can never 
be a superfluity of the generous feeling which has per¬ 
meated all these efforts. Even the vast preparations 
already made may in the end be found none too great 
for the stern necessities of war, and it is a gratifying 
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thing to remember, with every thankfulness, that 
even if our present arrangements in this direction 
should be overtaxed, we can at once call upon a 
reserve of help which is practically inexhaustible in 
its extent. There is hardly a section of the commun¬ 
ity which has not in one way or another manifested 
its desire to do its duty in a position which has in¬ 
volved not merely the fighting spirit of our soldiers, 
but the resolution and patriotism of every inhabitant 
of the British Islands. Many firms are paying the full 
salaries of those employees who have been called to 
the front; many more are paying half the salaries ; 
yet another division are keeping the wives and 
children of those who are fighting for the interests of 
us all. More than that, men who are being kept on at 
work which must be done whether we are at war or 
not, are loyally assisting their employers either by 
voluntarily giving up a portion of their wages or by 
working for a less number of days than usual. Noth¬ 
ing could well be more encouraging than the deter¬ 
mination shown by every class in the community to 
share each other's burdens, and to “ carry on " in 
spite of everything. Nor is this effort for the common 
good confined to these islands only. To the gift from 
the Dominion Government of a million bags of flour 
to the Mother Country, has now been added the 
splendid donation of half a million bushels of oats 
from the province of Alberta. Many other parts of 
the Empire have sent gifts of the same kind. Nothing 
could well be more significant of the deep feelings 
aroused, and of the realization that this war must 
largely be a war of food. 

Though there must inevitably be a grave disloca- 
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tion in the ordinary polity of labour, we feel certain 
that a very large number of new sources of work will 
automatically spring up, and will keep in useful em¬ 
ployment many men who at first might have imagined 
they were hopelessly deprived of all means of sub¬ 
sistence. It is most essential that the calls upon the 
Prince of Wales’s Fund should be limited to those 
who are absolutely unable to get help by any other 
means, and the more employment that is given in 
productive work to men who are “ out of a job ” all 
over the country, the better it will be not only for the 
administration of such funds, but for the eventual 
and victorious persistence of our defence. Nothing 
could be more fatal than a dispersal of the wealth of 
England through channels so numerous that its 
enormous reserve of strength might be frittered away 
in various overlapping and necessarily diminished 
efforts. 

We must add once more the warning that not to 
all of us can it be given to give direct aid either in the 
fighting line or in the capacities of martial citizenship 
elsewhere suggested. What must inevitably remain a 
majority of the population have the more difficult 
task of sticking to their special job, and seeing to it 
that when the war is over we can resume our ordinary 
avocations without too much loss or dislocation. 
Those who work in this way may not be just now so 
much before the public. But their unseen tasks are 
none the less valuable ; for the normal life of the 
community is actually now entrusted to them. 

That'' normal life '' has perhaps already provided 
a greater factor in eventual success than many of our 
critics anticipated would be the case. For sport, in 
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its widest sense, is contributing some of the best men. 
both in the first line of our regulars and in our second 
line of voluntary defence ; and the war has opened 
with an extraordinary example of the indication 
which sport can give of the deeper qualities of a 
nation’s manhood. Englishmen have known Belgians 
before more particularly in two capacities. First as 
oarsmen they came over and won the blue ribbon of 


the Thames three times in open conflict against our 
best. Secondly, Belgium and France were the first 
two foreign nations against whom an English inter¬ 
national fencing team ever competed. Sometimes 
we have beaten Belgium, more often they have beaten 
us, but there is not a single encounter from which our 


representatives have gone away without a deep 
feeling of admiration for the dash and courage of 
their vigorous opponents. They were the winners in 
1912, at Stockliolm, and are actually the holders of 
that International Cup which was presented by 
British Fencers for competition at the Olympic 
Games, and it may be hoped that this beautiful 
trophy, at any rate, is safe from German vandalism 
for Belgium will be in charge of it till 1920 as it is 
now certain that there will be no Olympic Games in 
1916 in Berlin. It is well that we kept our faith in 
that matter \vith the Germans. But we doubt 
whether Germans, after what has happened this 
summer, will ever be admitted to international com¬ 
petition again, during our lifetime. The “ British 
learn’’is certainly on its way to Berlin ; but in a 
very different sense from what was contemplated 
even so lately as in June last. 

The splendid valour shown in the defence of Li^e 
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is the best proof possible before the eyes of the whole 
world of the spirit upon which the military defence of 
Belgium can depend. It is not, we think, too much to 
say that if the brutal invasion of Belgian territory 
had taken place, say, twenty years ago, there might 
not have been seen the full result we know to-day. 
It is certainly not too much to argue that the conscript 
legions of France have reaped immeasurable benefit 
from the comparatively recent outburst of sporting 
enthusiasm in that country which has been unequalled 
during the last twenty years by any other nation in 
the world. We believe most firmly that both the 
Belgian and the French armies will be enormously 
strengthened for the stress and strain of warfare by 
the fact that so many of their citizens have been im¬ 
proved both in muscle and in nerve, both in spirit and 
in body, by the lessons which the best sport can teach 
all its ardent votaries. It may not be too fanciful 
perhaps to carry these considerations one step further, 
and to say that no nation into whose ideals the 
gallantry of friendly contest had indissolubly entered 
would ever have initiated a war against the rest of 
the world under pretexts which have been hotly and 
universally condemned by all who ever felt the higher 
chivalry of sportsmanship. No army can hope for 
final victory when such conduct as that of Prussia 
has once darkened its traditions. The counsels that 
have been inspired by arrogance and fostered by 
ambition will soon degenerate when they are bravely 
met by the determination of free and honourable 

States to keep their freedom. 

There are several vital facts in connection with the 
present war which must carefully be considered as 
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permanent factors in the future. In the diplomatic 
“ overtures ” which ended with the inclusion of help¬ 
less Austria among our foes, we may at least remem¬ 
ber with the sincerest gratitude the splendid way in 
which Sir Edward Grey expressed the sentiments not 
of his own countrymen alone, but of the whole of 
Europe outside the Central German Confederacy. 
His grim politeness has never wavered for an instant 
from the path of dignity and honour. On the other 
side, we stated last week some of the miscalculations 
which the Kaiser and his General Staff had evidently 
made. We need not repeat how bitterly they must 
have been disappointed at finding their wanton 
attack answered by the nobly unanimous response 
made by these islands and by all the free dominions 
of our Empire. Nor need we again emphasize the 
facts that Russia, France, and England have pre¬ 
sented an unbroken front against unjustifiable 
aggression, and that the revolting attempts of Prus¬ 
sian diplomacy, which first treated us as cowards and 
then made sure that we were knaves, have aroused 
the outspoken condemnation of the whole civilized 
world. What we wish to-day to emphasize is that 
some of these things are of far-reaching and final im¬ 
portance. England is fighting for that honesty 
between civilized nations which has been so openly 
and cynically disdained by the Imperial Chancellor 
of the German Empire. We are compelled," said 
the spokesman of the Prussian autocracy, " to over- 
nde the just protests of Luxembourg and Belgium '* 
matever may be the results of the first weeks of 
the war. England and Europe wUl not forget that 
international justice shaU never with impunity again 
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be overridden by the tyrant’s plea of the necessity of 
his ambition. The terrible responsibility for the enor¬ 
mous loss of life soon to be caused throughout the 
world must rest directly upon the Prussian General 
Staff and upon the Kaiser himself. This war can 
never stop until the power of both is utterly and for 
ever broken, for the only alternative is the enslave¬ 
ment of all the free peoples of Europe, including this 
country, under the iron heel of a despotism which has 
torn up treaties, disregarded pledges, and trampled 
upon every feeling either of honour or of liberty which 
exists throughout the globe. There is no other issue 
thinkable except the destruction, root and branch, of 
every possibility of such despotism in the future. 
Bitterly as we may all have to suffer in the inevitable 
conflict that is upon us, the position of those millions 
of Germans who have been misled into war by the 
deliberate lies of their rulers is perhaps yet more 
pitiful. Even to-day the German people as a whole 
have been spoon-fed with untruths from those high 
quarters whence honourable guidance and patriotic 
caution are in other lands expected. Even the first 
defeats of the great War-machine have themselves 
been used to add to the black tale of falsehood. But 
there is a fearful reckoning at hand both for the 
Kaiser and for the Prussian General Stafi when the 
mass of their countrymen who have hitherto rever¬ 
enced them both shall be burnt by the white heat of 
truth. That great nation is being told that it is 
resisting aggression from all sides. It is a terrible but 
inevitable thing that it will have to bear the heavy 
penalty incurred by rulers responsible for its welfare, 
and that it has not yet discovered that no one was 
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attacking Prussia when Prussia flung her defiance in 
the face of Europe, and roused such bitterness of 
feeling that even the non-combatant portions of the 
populations affected have been mercilessly dragged 
into the fray with a ferocity unparalleled in the annals 
of international strife. It is an old saying that you 
cannot deceive all the nation all the time, and one by 
one the various sections of the German nation will in¬ 
evitably learn the truth, just as one after another all 
the nations of the world have gradually begun to 
realize that in the conflict Prussia has aroused there 
can be no truce, no parley ; for we are not faced with 
any sudden outburst, but with the deliberate machin¬ 
ations of a cold-blooded and reckless plot against the 
peace and liberties of Christendom. We have not the 
least desire to count chickens before they have been 
hatched. In that game we gladly give the palm to 
Prussia. But now she has provoked the battle do not 
let us forget the indubitable factors in what must be 
the result. Not merely must Alsace-Lorraine be given 
back to France ; not merely must the Kiel Canal be 
internationalized like that of Suez or Panama, or, if 
that is found impossible, be destroyed ; but Prussia, 
as a military power, must be wiped out of the map 
of Europe. Before these things are done neither 
Russia, nor France, nor England can lay down the 
sword; and it is well that we should realize not 
merely the terrific nature of the struggle that is upon 
us, but also the minimum of those inevitable condi¬ 
tions without which we cannot bring that struggle to 
an end. No treaties wll ever hold a country which 
violated the neutrality of Belgium ; no pledges will 
ever bind the General Staff which bargained with us 
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so disgracefully for our inaction. For these things 
there is but one punishment—continuous, implacable 
destruction. 


August 22nd, 1914. 

QUO FAS ET GLORIA DUCUNT 

On Tuesday last the morning newspapers of Eng¬ 
land published the fact that “ the Expeditionary 
Force as detailed for active service has been safely 
landed on French soil.'' These simple words recorded 
by far the most remarkable occurrence in English 
history since Waterloo, and we doubt whether any 
great military or naval critic since that stricken field 
was fought would have believed, before last Monday, 
that it was possible while the whole German Battle- 
fleet (not yet sold to Turkey) was still in being. That 
same day was the birthday of the Austrian Emperor 
and the anniversary of Gravelotte, one of the fiercest 
encounters known to military history, and perhaps 
the crucial turning point in the fortunes of the victors 
in the War of 1870-71. Even before these lines are 
published the battle may be raging, which, on a far 
greater scale and for infinitely higher stakes, vill help 
to decide the issue of Prussia's mad ambition forty- 
four years afterwards. As we wTite, one change at 
any rate is evident since the days of Moltke or 
Bazaine. The French Army, even without counting 
its allies, is a very much finer organization (in all save 
valour) than that for which Napoleon Ill's advisers 
were responsible. If we can read the signs aright, the 
Prussians have remained (in all save swollen num- 
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bers) very much the same. Their " methods of pre¬ 
cision ” have involved not only a uniformity of drill 
based on tactics that have never borne the brunt of 
modem ai tillery and rifle-fire, but also a machine-like 
subordination of the unit to the central Staff which 
has very much lessened individual initiative, and quite 
possibly decreased effectiveness. For the theory is 
based, as Prussian diplomacy and strategy are based, 
on material considerations alone. If the first tlious- 
and in the line are killed, it is argued, there will be 
another thousand (whom we can well afford) to take 
their place. But the General Staff seem to have for¬ 
gotten that they are dealing not with machines but 
men, not with mere masses of material, but with 
minds as well. They evidently consider that any 
apprehensions before battle can be allayed with 
specious falsehoods, and that any loss of killed or 
wounded in the field can be more than made up by 
inexhaustible reserves. We gladly believe that in 
the German soldier there lesides as great a store of 
courage, faithfulness, and resolution as in any of his 
enemies to-day ; but there are no uncertain signs 
that his temperament w'ill not invariably stand a 
strain which even the stoutest machinery w'ould 
scarcely bear without a break. 

It is the bitterest punishment of all in the higher 
spheres of responsibility that their errors, in taste or 
action, in mentahty or conduct, are far more quickly 
copied by their trustful countrymen than are those 
quiet virtues that command deep-laid success. And 
so, when the Imperial Chancellor disregards his 
country's signature upon “ a scrap of paper,” we can 
scarcely be surprised if his Press pays equally little 
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attention to the truth or untruth^of the articles it 
serves up for hungry readers. A tribute paid by Lord 
Kitchener to the newspapers of England for their 
patriotic reticence about the movements of our troops 
would, a very short time ago, have been a most un¬ 
expected thing. We venture to think it has not been 
undeserved to-day. And we are glad to know that, 
under no circumstances, could any English newspaper 
take the line which Prussian authorities are now 
enforcing upon their complaisant editors across the 
North Sea. But the parallel can be taken a little 
further. " Necessity knows no law,” said the 
Imperial Chancellor, when he ” explained ” the 
Prussian brutality to Belgium before the Reichstag, 
and publicly tore up every honourable guarantee of 
European civilization as a preliminary to his unpro¬ 
voked aggression. Is it extraordinary after this that 
throughout the Prussian Army a practically unani¬ 
mous testimony from many different sources goes to 
show that from generals to privates they are deter¬ 
minedly introducing into this war the very methods 
of barbarism on land which the agreed community of 
nations has for generations banned ? The carefully- 
worded and moderate communication of the French 
Government on these subjects to the rest of Europe 
is one of the most terrible indictments which any 
Western nation has ever had to answer. We fear 
that such evidence of deliberate atrocity never can be 
answered. And at sea our enemy s use of contact- 
mines strung across the path of all shipping, peaceful 
or armed, friendly or neutral, before the war had 
actually begun, is the most convincing proof of their 
disregard for international law. As Mr. Churchill 
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suavely said, it “ deserves to be attentively con¬ 
sidered by the nations of the ci\nlized world." And 
lastly, in this same line of considerations, what of the 
Goeben and Breslau ? What will the German Navy, 
which contains as stout-hearted sailors as ever sailed 
the seas, think of their leaders in that disgraceful 
business? We have been often called " a nation of 
shopkeepers." But at any rate we have never sold 
one of His Majesty’s ships to escape action uith an 
enemy ; nor have we ever charged the Ambassador of 
a Great Power within our capital no less a sum than 
£200 for a train that left him on the ^^Tong frontier. 
It is not much more than sixty years ago since Privy 
Councillor Hannibal Fischer sold the whole Prussian 
Navy at auction after the earlier attempt at German 
unity in 1852 had failed. But no one imagined that 
the " Admiral of the Atlantic " would sell a Dread¬ 
nought during his war in 1914, when even his " Nord- 
deutscher Lloyd ” feels qualms at selling liners. 
These things may seem trifling among the larger 
issues of the moment, but they are trifles that are sig¬ 
nificant of much. They breathe a spirit that explains 
and justifies the universal condemnation Prussia has 
incurred ; they reveal a national character which has 
no desire to '' play the game," and never will play it ; 
they add one more reason to the many already urged 
in these columns for the prosecution of this war with¬ 
out faltering and without remission until Prussia is 
destroyed. The process cannot be either swift or 
easy, though every consideration of humanity and 
self interest dictates that it should be as short and 
sh^p as may be possible. But in the intervals—and 

what worse inteivals of suspense than the last fort- 
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night can there be before us ?—in the pauses of the 
military conflict we can very profitably consider the 
results already becoming visible after the upheaval of 
the map of Europe now in progress shall have settled 
down. 

In that great day of reckoning it is perhaps the 
actual monetary gains or losses which will in reality 
seem the least important items. For here again the 
fixed ideas of Prussia concerning " material advan¬ 
tages " and “ mathematical precision will be found 
lamentably wanting. They have been considered 
sufficient by the Kaiser to inspire his devoted soldiers 
to take up arms against almost the whole civilized 
world. But they will neither lead his legions to 
eventual victory nor w'ill they be the dominating 
factor to emerge in the vast rearrangement of the map 
that must follow. The very materialism of Prussia 
has roused, as nothing else might have done, both the 
aspirations of the downtrodden populations of Europe 
and the passion for freedom and spiritual enlighten¬ 
ment in the greater nations. The glorious resistance 
of the Belgians, and the splendid sacrifice of their 
capital to the strategic necessities of their Allies, is 
the ringing answer given by one little country to the 
Kaiser's brutal arguments of force. It is not too soon 
to come to a clear understanding with all the rest of 
the world (except Prussia and her solitary ally) as to 
the exact ends towards which our united efforts 
should already tend, and it is most significant of the 
future that Russia, which was by her enemy traduced 
as the representative of obscurantist barbarism, 
should have taken the lead in the task of regeneration 
that is coining by proclaiming the unity and Uberty 
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of Poland, The ultimatum of Japan, couched in the 
same coldly courteous terms of firm diplomacy as are 
revealed in the despatches of Sir Edward Grey, is 
another indication of a similar process of rehabilita¬ 
tion. The dismemberment of China by Prussian 
militarism will no longer be allowed. Our own atti¬ 
tude towards Italy and the Balkan States, and to¬ 
wards the legitimate aspirations nurtured in both 
these directions is in its essence precisely alike, and 
should be no less decisively made plain without delay. 
The questions of Alsace-Lorraine, or of the various 
nationalities now composing “Austria-Hungary,” 
are equally vital; and a statement of our aims at 
once would not merely consolidate the efforts of our 
allies, it would relieve certain areas from needless 
alarm, and might even join valuable coadjutors to our 
common cause. From all these considerations a point 
of practical importance to every fighting man in this 
country at once emerges. We may rightly trust our 
fleet, and that fleet may rightly be valued by all our 
allies. But in the final settlement the word of Eng¬ 
land must carry its due weight not by the power of 
our ships alone, but by the deeds of our army in the 
field. This is why Lord Kitchener's appeal must 
remain a vital question until every man he wants is 
fit for service. This is why recruiting and the teach¬ 
ing of recruits must ceaselessly continue until our 
full strength can be cast into the balance. Pr oud as 
we may be of our Expeditionary Force, that force is 
but our first contribution. We have no fear of the 
issue or of the efforts that may be necessary. But it 
IS well that we should face them now and never forget 
them in the weeks to come. 
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The Kaiser, it may fairly be presumed, had two 
main reasons for adding to his enormous army the 
great and splendid fleet so rapidly and ruthlessly con¬ 
structed from the increased taxation of his subjects. 
He must have desired not merely to have a weapon 
that would serve the double purpose of both landing 
a raiding force upon these shores and preventing us 
from sending any soldiers overseas, but also to ensure 
the expansion of his commerce during peace and the 
safety of his ocean-borne food supply during a war. 
Yet hostilities had begun for more than a fortnight 
before one of his Dreadnoughts (save that sold to 
Turkey) had shown her nose abroad at^all. No 
Prussian soldiers are in England ; our Expeditionary 
Force is “ safely landed on French soil " ; and the 
best our official “ Press Bureau " can do to give us 
news is to produce that fascinating phrase about a 
little “ liveliness ” in the southern section of the 
North Sea. What is implied by aU this is fairly 
obvious from the cold business fact that even by last 
Tuesday war risks on cargoes to Holland were covered 
at ij per cent, and that Lloyds’ rates for war risks 
ever3where, except in the “ lively " quarters just 
mentioned, had gone down to three guineas. And 
what about German commerce and food supply, as 
far as seaborne cargoes aie concerned? Both are 
practically non-existent with the possible exception 
of a few small ventures in Holland or the Adriatic. 
The Kaiser has asked for this war and he has got it. 
He will find that many factors will enter into the result 
besides his army or his fleet. " A nation of shop¬ 
keepers ” may be dangerous to rouse in more ways 
than one. Our soldiers and sailors are at their posts 
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already, and we need say little about them after the 
King's message and Lord Kitchener’s wholly admir¬ 
able instructions. Now it is the turn of our business 
men to show that commerce and finance can fight in 
their own way just as effectively, if not as dramati¬ 
cally, as their military and naval comrades. Their 
position for legitimate retaliations could hardly be 
improved, for the operations of great German 
financial houses both before the war and at the 
present time have already destroyed all confidence in 
any future dealings with them. In return for the 
forty million sterling Germany used to pay us every 
year for our goods, she sold us no less than eighty 
millions. The whole of that turnover has vanished 
in a fortnight. Assisted by the appropriate Govern¬ 
ment Departments, we are now hastening to find out 
not only how to make for ourselves the great majority 
of the goods for which we have formerly given Ger¬ 
man firms eighty million sovereigns, but also how to 
sell to other people the forty millions' worth of stuff 
which Germany has hitherto purchased from us. 
That double process will inevitably involve a third, 
even more profitable. For we shall gradually supplant 
German traders in at least half of the rest of the 
world's markets which they had by degrees and with. 
infinite care and patience secured. Sugar, cottons 
and yarns, drugs and chemicals, iron and steel, many 
kinds of machinery, and manufactures in wood or 
glass, are among the commodities already indicated in 
this class. There are a hundred others. The facts 
should be carefully placed before the great industrial 
populations of the North and Midlands, who, quite 
possibly, may neither accurately appreciate the 
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reasons why we have to fight nor clearly envisage the 
results they must reap from a victorious issue. We 
believe that the commercial prosperity that will 
accrue to this country after the war is over will be 
greater than anything ever seen before. We think 
it right to emphasize this even in these early days. 
For if we have so bright a hope of what the future 
must be bringing we shall have all the greater coiu*- 
age to hold on tenaciously, even desperately it may 
be, until the tide turns, as turn it must; untU we 
begin to see that after all what had to come is over, 
and we can reckon up the balance-sheet. 

August 2(^th, 1914. 

“WHOLE-HEARTED AND UNFAILING 

SUPPORT’* 

[The Prime Minister in the House of Commons, August I’jth, 1914O 

We cannot but think that a good deal of misappre¬ 
hension has been created in the public mind by the 
reports of the operations of the Allied Armies in 
Belgium, and, more especially, by many comments 
on those reports which have appeared in more or less 
authoritative quarters in the Press. We suggest, 
with every deference to the greater technical know¬ 
ledge of certain professional critics, that the position 
of Belgium in the whole great drama of the war has 
not been quite clearly understood ; and this position 
is so appalling in its immediate consequences, that it 
would be quite natural if the majority of the Belgians 
themselves were unable to face, unmoved, a catas¬ 
trophe which can scarcely be equalled in the annals 
either of diplomacy or war. That gallant little nation 
has given evidence of a courage in resolute defence 
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which will fill one of the most brilliant pages in the 
history of Europe ; and that courage is unshaken 
still. But the test it is now called upon to bear is 
greater than any of which the inhabitants of these 
islands can form any idea. For Belgium has not only 
had to bear the first shock of a barbarous and un¬ 
principled aggression. She has not only seen her 
countrysides devastated, her innocent population 
diiven out to starvation or exile, her towns burnt, her 
fortresses stormed, her capital in the hands of an in¬ 
solent invader, and every element both of public and 
of private life shattered to its foundations ; she has 
now had to face the even more heartbreaking neces¬ 
sity of apparent abandonment by her Allies. That 
abandonment is certainly only temporary when ive 
consider the full development of the whole war and 
its consequences. But its immediate effect upon the 
population directly concerned must be tremendous. 
There is little doubt that the cynical brutality of the 
Prussian General Staff deliberately counted upon this 
effect as a factor in their plans as soon as they dis¬ 
covered that their treacherous path to France would 
not be unopposed. The ofi&cers who have placed 
women and children as a screen before their marching 
troops are fitly inspired by leaders who make a 
deliberate use of the sufferings of Belgium to enforce 
the policy they are employing to terrorize the rest of 
Europe. We are glad to learn from Sir Edward 
Goschen's despatches that the Kaiser, who is re¬ 
sponsible for such atrocities, and proposes to benefit 
by them, will never wear a British uniform again. 
But, hard as their duty is, we must not for a moment 
imagine that those who direct the main operations of 
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the Allies are likely to neglect it. The French Staff, 
in concei t with our own, has obviously determined on 
a general plan from which no considerations of detail 
can tempt them to deviate. Before we talk so glibly, 
at our office desks, of “ failure,” let us remember at 
any rate one maxim which should be in the minds of 
everyone at such a crisis as the present, ” Trust your 
leaders.” By the light of that simple principle let us 
consider whether ” the fall of Namur,” and all the 
consequences said to be derived from it, are, as a 
matter of fact, quite so “inexplicable” or “dis¬ 
astrous ” as some of the leading critics of these 
operations seem to imply. 

Immediately war was declared the most urgent 
problem facing the French Commander-in-Chief 
would be to discover the line on which the Prussian 
General Staff had determined to make their final 
effort with their full strength. The violation of 
Belgian neutrality, constituting, as it did, the main 
immediate casz<s belli of the Allies, revealed the prim¬ 
ary general idea of the invaders almost before a blow 
was struck. But the essential details of that idea 
were still uncertain, and were probably still more 
obscured by the undoubted fact that Belgian heroism 
threw grave difficulties in the way, not merely of the 
famous Prussian “ time-table,” but even of the 
Prussian plans for marching, transport, and com¬ 
missariat. At Liege the invaders won the reward 
they richly deserved for despising their enemy. They 
determined to make no such mistake about Namur, 
and the enormous number of men and cannon they 
concentrated on that ill-fated citadel gave the first 
clear indication to the French of the decisive direction 
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chosen for the Prussian attack. General Jolfro’s true 
objective has never been very far distant from that 
French frontier with reference to which all his plans 
have long and carefully been made. He knows very 
well that it would only be playing the Prussian game 
to weaken his main strength by half a dozen different 
efforts, which would lose him invaluable men and 
guns through as many different channels. He is 
ready to inflict loss on the enemy at any and every 
point available. But his main business is both to 
keep that enemy as far away from the German base 
of communications as possible, without risking too 
much himself, and to involve as high a proportion as 
possible of the whole German army in inextricable 
operations on their western front for as long a time as 
the Allied Forces can hold out. If he can but accom¬ 
plish these two things—and we have not the least 
doubt that he will accomplish them—^Time and 
Russia will do the rest. 

The genius of the Frenchman is for attack. Yet all 
along nearly 200 miles of an advanced front the French 
soldier has cheerfully retired to the positions chosen 
for him by his generals. He has given up that entry 
into Alsace-Lorraine on which every Frenchman's 
heart has been so hotly set for two generations ; he is 
even prepared to see the hated Prussian destroying 
and desecrating French soil ; at a price, and for a 
time : for he is confident of the end. Owing to a 
mere geographical accident the Belgian soldier has 
seen everything he holds dear laid in ashes and deso¬ 
lation because a ruthless and lying despotism has 
decreed the destruction of the liberties and peace of 
Europe ; but he knows that the smoke of his burning 
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homesteads and the anguish of his women and chil¬ 
dren will rise in one great prayer of vengeance before 
that just God whose Name the Kaiser has so fre¬ 
quently and traitorously invoked ; and he feels that 
before the tribunal of civilization, whose most 
cherished tenets the “philosophers” of Prussia have 
so courageously denied, his cause is safe, the misery 
he has been made to suffer will be remembered. The 
British Empire and the civilized world stand united 
by Mr. Asquith’s splendid tribute to our Belgian 
allies. “ It must be our part,” said the Prime 
Minister, “ to see that the sword is never sheathed till 
these great wrongs are redressed to the full.” 

On the other horizon of the conflict, what of the 
Russian soldier ? He has had to suffer none of the 
horrors of invasion, and he never will; but with all 
the irresistible millions of Russia's gigantic popula¬ 
tions at his back, he is pressing upon the Prussian 
flank, advancing steadily towards Berlin ; and in his 
hands quite possibly will be the giving of that final 
stroke which will bring Prussia to her knees. Let us 
take the most favourable view of Prussian intelli¬ 
gence. Let us imagine that after the first rush of 
blood to the head the rulers of that proud and con¬ 
temptuous nation begin to realize the cold facts of 
their real isolation, of the lukewarmness or ineffi¬ 
ciency of their “ allies,” of the widespread detesta¬ 
tion in every quarter of the globe aroused by their 
ferocity and dishonesty, of the true resources on 
which the British Empire can in the last resort depend 
to avert the final dread arbitrament of fate. Let us 
conceive the possibility that after what may appear 
to them a brilliant victory they may suggest a truce. 
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even an apparently permanent cessation of hostilities. 
Let us not be deceived. No promises will ever bind 
them. Their word can never again be accepted at the 
tribunal of the nations. The veneer has been stripped 
off their boasted culture ; the mask is down ; the 
savage stands confessed. We can never make truce 
or peace with them till their whole power is destroyed, 
whether the process of destruction is to be long or 
comparatively short. We believe that it will not be 
ended until their last desperate stand is made 
between the overwhelming tide of Russian regiments 
and the advancing waves of French, Belgian, and 
British vengeance. And then will come the reckon¬ 
ing. And here, too. Justice shall hold her scales even. 
To each of the combatant and victorious nations shall 
be given her reward in the due measure of her sacri¬ 
fices in the common cause. We have no wish to lay 
too much stress on the sordid side of these considera¬ 
tions. We believe that a generous shame at the suffer¬ 
ings of Belgium and France on our behalf will be 
enough to inspire our countrymen with the necessary 
efforts to complete the full total asked by Lord 
Kitchener for the British forces in the field. We 
believe that when the great mass of our population 
realizes that their unique and extraordinary freedom 
at the present hour has been largely bought by the 
sufferings of those conscript nations who have poured 
their whole manhood into their fighting lines, we shall 
be compelled, by the most elementary sense of hon¬ 
ourable obligation, to provide our proportional quota 
to the armies which are fighting as much for us as for 
themselves. 

But it may be added that although we have 
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not entered this war foi any selfish motives or 
for any addition to our territories in any part 
of the world, we should have suffered just as 
much (and probably far more) if we had stood 
aside and taken no active part in it at all. As it is, 
we are fighting not merely in defence of international 
honesty and freedom, but in defence of our own 
homeland and all that makes life worth living in 
England, in the United Kingdom, in the British 
Empire. For the real objective of Prussia has been 
our own destruction. We think that this fact has not 
been driven home, as it should have been, among the 
working population of this country. Their sports¬ 
manlike instincts may to a certain extent mislead 
them in suggesting that “ Germany has to fight for 
her rights just as much as we should.” No question 
of Germany's ” rights ” has ever been raised. No one 
has ever infringed them or desired to diminish them 
in the least. This country is, in fact, suffering bitterly 
from a confidence in German ” chivalry,” in German 
“culture,” in German “common sense,” which has 
been woefully misplaced. Until the very last moment 
we disbelieved in the possibility of the atrocious plot 
which has been unveiled, just as we discounted in 
advance any possibility of those flagrant breaches of 
international law, of humanity, and of ordinary 
courtesy which Prussia has committed and the Ger¬ 
mans as a whole have accepted. It is but too true 
that if we acquit the German nation of the worst 
vices of the Prussian General Staff, we cannot now 
acquit them either of the complacent willingness to 
profit by those methods or of the endorsement of 
them involved by fighting at their instigation. We 
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THE JUST CAUSE 

imagine that there must be many besides the guile¬ 
less University professors who signed a certain letter 
to the Press who now repent their indulgent attitude 
towards the subjects of the “ Mad Dog of Europe.” 
But there are some who still misunderstand the in¬ 
evitable causes of the conflict ; and it is the duty of 
every member of Parliament and every public man 
to explain those causes clearly to his countr3*men. 
We therefore urge on all our more prominent readers 
a campaign of education among the masses of our 
mining and industrial populations which will have 
as its motto ” Enlist without Delay,” will take as its 
chief doctrine ” Fight to a Finish,” and will choose 
its text from Lord Kitchener's magnificent speech in 
the House of Lords. If this is done we have no fear 
of the response to be made by these islands ; for, in 
the glorious words of Milton, at another crisis in his 
country’s fate, we shall each have some such vision 
of "A noble and puissant nation rousing herself like 
a strong man after sleep, and shaking her in\’incible 
locks . . . or as an eagle mewing her mighty youth, 

and kindling her undazzled eyes at the full midday 
beam.” 


September ^ih, 1914. 

THE JUST CAUSE 

“Our cause is just,” said Sir John French to 
his troops, ” we are called upon ... to uphold 
our national honour, independence, and freedom.” 

' Qms Parthum paveat, quis gclidum Scythen” wrote 
Horace, ” Quis Germania quos horrida parturit Fetus 
tncolumi Caesare.” WTiile w*e have Sir John French 
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at the front we have little to fear of the result, and in 
the week of the anniversary of Sedan it is some com¬ 
fort to be able to write that the Allied Army in North¬ 
eastern France has found no Sedan as yet. It never 
will. Than the terrific fighting of the past fortnight 
no better proof could possibly be asked of the im¬ 
possibility of final German victory. The Prussian 
War-machine at its best and strongest, advancing 
with an appalling sacrifice of life, has concentrated 
every effort and staked its heaviest throw on the 
destruction of the Anglo-French defence ; for de¬ 
struction it must be; merely forcing it back, slowly 
and at a murderous cost to German life and energy, 
will not serve the Prussian purpose. It serves, in 
fact, our own ; and this thought should sweep away 
the remnants of a pessimism which is, very naturally, 
still to be found in certain quarters. Those who 
remain unconvinced have only to visualize as clearly 
as possible—and the materials, unfortunately, are 
plentiful—the results of an overwhelming Prussian 
victory. It would mean that the artistic and literary 
treasures of this country would be burnt with far less 
compunction than were the Exhibition buildings of 
Leipsic ; that the historic monuments of England 
would be ruined with an even better will than was the 
University of Louvain ; that neither in this country 
nor in France would there remain even a shattered 
remnant of those relics of a glorious past on which the 
enlightened civilization of the present day has slowly 
been built up. And with what would all this be 
replaced ? What contribution has Prussia made to 
the world's stock of culture and advancement since 
1870 ? The extraordinary increase in wealth and 
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material power achieved by the German Empire in 
the past forty years has been almost entirely applied 
to grossly material objects, and has resulted in the 
mad attempt at World-dominion which is the prime 
cause of the present war. The countrymen of Goethe, 
of Schiller, of Schumann, or of Bach, are no more. 
In their place have arisen the disciples of Nietzsche, 
the pupils of Bernhardi or of Treitschke, the men who 
consider treaties to be scraps of paper, international 
agreements to be non-existent sentimentalisms, and 
the rights of civilized mankind to be mere worn-out 
baubles. In reality they did not even trouble to con¬ 
ceal these hideous developments of modem barbar¬ 
ism. But when they were set forth in cold print, the 
united judgment of Christendom put them aside as 
the impossible raving of self-centred maniacs choked 
with their own conceit. But this war and its pre¬ 
liminaries have shown that the German nation do not 
fear to put into practice theories which would have 
revolted the most cold-blooded brutality of the darker 
ages. Apart from any other considerations, it would 
be impossible to conceive that the progress of human¬ 
ity is to be thrown back into the gloomy centuries 
when might was right, and international honesty was 
as rare as personal honour. But there are other con¬ 
siderations. And they depend precisely upon that 
same lack of imagination which is the distinctive 

life and thought since 1870. 

1 he Kaiser and his advisers ever since the beginning 
o July, when they must have imagined that their 
^-sought opportunity had come at last, have 
viously been under the impression that their War- 
achine was an invincible instrument which could 
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obtain them anything they wanted, when it was used 
in combination with that mixture of treachery to 
plighted word and lying about facts, which their 
philosophy had forged as its most fitting framework. 
Let us see what may be expected from the results 
they have hitherto attained. The first month of the 
war has only intensified the almost universal spirit of 
opposition which Prussia aroused by the first menaces 
and insults she flung broadcast at its start. Just as 
we long ago found it impossible to believe that 
Treitschke's theories were to be carried into actual 
fact, so we refused to consider even the possibility in 
July that Germany as a nation would violate the 
treaties she had signed. Even after she had done this 
we still gave her credit for the broad spirit of human¬ 
ity which makes war ruthlessly indeed, but does so in 
order to finish off the work as quickly as may be with¬ 
out a needless prolongation of the agony and without 
violating every principle of public and of private 
justice. Yet the atrocities now undoubtedly proved 
to have been committed by her soldiers are solemnly 
endorsed by her Government, and her Kaiser calls 
down the blessings of Almighty God upon them both. 
To carry the matter a little further—look at the actual 
handling of German troops in action. All accounts 
agree in bearing testimony to a reckless disregard of 
life, a superb courage in the face of death on the part 
of the private soldier, to which we gladly add our 
tribute. But the officers seem to have no other idea 
in their heads beyond sacrificing as many men as may 
be necessary to beat back a stubborn foe by the sheer 
weight of numbers. There is as little imagination dis¬ 
played here as in the instances previously mentioned; 
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but now it cuts both ways, for we refuse to believe 
that the most dauntless soldiers in the world will go 
on being sacrificed to their officers' theories for ever, 
without ever having a notion either of the immediate 
tactics of the fight or of the larger strategy of the 
campaign. The strength and efficiency of a modern 
army in the field,” said Sir John French to our troops, 
” is to be measured more by the amount of individual 
intelligence which permeates throughout its ranks 
than by its actual numbers.” 

We cannot, further, refrain from the suggestion, 
which must be clear to everyone except the Prussians, 
that if the Anglo-French forces continuously retire in 
directions and on positions chosen by themselves that 
" retirement ” will not invariably imply " defeat.” 
One thing is quite evident, the German losses must 
be at least twice as heavy as their enemies', and those 
losses from their best and bravest inevitably diminish 
a superiority in numbers which is far more essential 
to an attacking than to a defending force. As a 
matter of fact the great bulk of the French army is 
still comparatively unscathed, and the French 
cavalry—one of the finest fighting forces in the 
world—has hardly yet been used at aU. The truth is 
that if we cannot contemplate the possibility of 
defeat ourselves, still less can France admit it, even 
if her armies were driven back to the Pyrenees.' The 
German rush for Paris was just what might have been 
expected of them. But its occupation would have 
had very little moral effect on France, and would un¬ 
doubtedly be most dangerous to the Germans them- 
smes, for their lines of communication grow more 
difficult to guard with every mile of their march west- 
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wards, and they are leaving a stretch of sea coast on 
their unprotected flank. Our own men have, indeed, 
been hard hit in proportion to their numbers, but they 
have done the work of an army of twice their total, 
they have delayed the advance of forces three 
times their superior in numbers. They have not only 
saved the left wing of the Allied Army but they have 
saved France, after fighting as heroic as any in the 
annals of our Army. 

We do not for a moment underestimate the powers 
of the whole German nation trained to arms ; but the 
Prussian military mind, limited as we have seen it to 
be in its conceptions of a land campaign, is totally 
unable to grasp the full significance of a resistance 
finally based on the command of all the seas. It is 
true that a certain reluctance appears to be exhibited 
by German Generals in approaching that strip of 
coast which extends so temptingly at their mercy 
from Ostend to Havre. Nothing would suit our plans 
better than an attack along the sea coast in which our 
Navy could bear its part in hammering the German 
onslaught. But that seems almost too good to hope 
for yet. Napoleon's Grand Army never saw the 
stormworn ships that were so long the sole defences 
between them and the dominion of the world. The 
German officers (both military and naval) seem 
equally unwilling to approach within sight of the 
Grand Fleet which guards the narrow seas for France 
and England now. But that fleet will have an in¬ 
fluence on the struggle of which the Prussian General 
Staff has never dreamt, for it not only throttles Ger¬ 
man food supplies and commerce, it keeps both open 
for ourselves and France ; it not only transports an 
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Expeditionary Force from these islands to the Con¬ 
tinent, it can modify the dispositions of troops upon 
tliat Continent itself; it can bring reinforcements 
from Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and South 
Africa, from tlie magnificent Sikh cavalry and the 
hardy Goorkha regiments of our Indian Empire ; it 
might even add to the fighting line in France the 
stubborn tenacity of more distant allies. Consider 
these infinite possibilities, and then remember that 
scarcely one of them has even yet been added to the 
Anglo-French defence, and that the great mass of 
the French army remains untrammelled, undefeated, 
undaunted in the field. Does this look like the sweep¬ 
ing German victory which was to bring France help¬ 
less to her knees almost at one blow in time to turn 
round and drive the Russians out of Prussia ? It 
does not look like it in the least, and the blow be¬ 
comes less possible with every day that passes. That 
is one reason why we can contain our souls in patience 
while as little news comes trickling back to us from 
far-off battlefields as ever the courtiers of Queen 
Anne, nay, of Elizabeth, could get from all their 
fighting friends. The marvellous inventions of the 
last hundred years (as far as the transmission of news 
is concerned) might almost as well never have been 
made when the stern test of the necessities of warfare 
on so vast a scale is rigidly applied to them. There is 
rnuch that needs improvement in the Press Censor¬ 
ship, and if its methods are found to hurt recruiting 
there will have to be some changes made. But for 
the present we must remember that the interests of 
our Allies armies have to be considered as well as 
our own. and we should make no complaint. We are 
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not fighting in this war to fill the newspapers with 
thrilling columns just because the Press of the world 
has become a mightier and more complicated engine 
since the days of the Armada, or of Blenheim, or of 
Waterloo. And every journalist is proud of the fact 
that, as a whole, the English newspapers have recog¬ 
nized the grave responsibility which rests upon them 
and have striven rather to sustain our population in 
the hard task of waiting than to inflame either their 
legitimate anxiety or their artificial appetite for sen¬ 
sational paragraphs. But with every deference to our 
hardworked authorities we venture to make one more 
suggestion. Do not let us too indulgently neglect the 
many warnings of German methods we have already 
had. While we are fighting the Prussian military 
machine upon the Continent, do not let us forget the 
very real danger of Prussian treachery in our midst. 
Alien enemies who are neither naturalized nor mar¬ 
ried, and who fail to give an entirely satisfactory 
account of themselves and their immediate sur¬ 
roundings. must no longer be too contemptuously 
neglected. There is no need for the unnecessary 
cruelty born of panic or of arrogance, but there is 
every justification for far more rigid measures than 
have yet been taken. If we remember these things, 
and if in greater matters we invariably “ trust our 
leaders," as we have every cause to do, there is no 
need for despondency, and every reason for the 
quiet confidence that will eventually command suc¬ 
cess but never prematurely claim it. 
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September 12th, 1914. 

*‘ONE MIND AND PURPOSE” 

[The King’s Message.] 

While we have been eagerly awaiting news from a 
battle-front a hundred and fifty miles in length, where 
some two million men are struggling in the first 
critical engagement of the war, events have been 
happening elsewhere which give the clearest answer 
to the ignoble Pnissian theory that Force is the sole 
arbiter of Life, and that by military issues only can 
the destinies of nations be elementally controlled. 
“ This is not merely a material, it is also a spiritual 
conflict," said the Prime Minister in the Guildhall, 
and the events of the past week to which we particu¬ 
larly desire to draw attention provide as striking a 
vindication of Mr. Asquith’s phrase as the whole pre¬ 
vious history of Christendom could furnish ; they 
suggest also the final, irremediable, and conclusive 
error into which the militarist politicians of Prussia 
fell when they claimed the domination of the liberties 
of Europe, and put their vainglorious presumption to 
the arbitrament of the sword. First of those illum¬ 
inating events, which must have flashed some intelli¬ 
gible spark even into the narrow and blood-distorted 
brains of Potsdam, must be placed the Declaration of 
the AUies, in which France and Russia join us in the 
solemn pledge that no peace shall be made which is 
not acceptable to all three, " done at London this 
fifth day of September, 1914.” It is a ringing answer 
to the disgraceful suggestions for peace already made 
to France by the Kaiser, suggestions which will doubt¬ 
less be repeated, as the war goes on, with equal fruit- 
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lessness. Our pledge will stand. A triple cord is not 
easily broken. Many things have been “ done at 
London ” ; but few with so wide and deep a signi¬ 
ficance ; none, we venture to say, during the last 
thirty years with possibilities so destructive to the 
dishonourable aims of Prussian statecraft. Japan 
has joined our Pact. President Poincare’s message to 
the French people is also on record : “ The war must 
be continued without peace or truce, without stay or 
weakness. . . . That must be the watchword of the 
allied British, Russian, Belgian, and French armies ; 
to endure and to fight. ... A nation which does 
not desire to perish, and recoils from neither suffering 
nor sacrifice, is sure of victory." When you remem¬ 
ber that these lines were issued at the moment of the 
Government's departure from Paris to Bordeaux, 
their real contribution to the stupendous struggle in 
which we are engaged becomes manifest. And then, 
Russia. The deep, slow beating of the heart of Holy 
Russia throbbed round the Kremlin's sacred gate 
when the Tsar " fortified his soul in the sanctuaries of 
Moscow " and led his united people to the crusade 
against the oppressors of the Slav. \\'e arc supposed, 
here in England, not to be showing enough apprecia¬ 
tion for our Russian friends. If this were true it 
would not be surprising in a country which (as a 
whole) only began to realize the serious necessity of 
putting a large army into the field a month after 
Prussia’s millions had begun their march to Paris. 
But it is not true. For several years Russian music, 
Russian opera, and the genius of Russian dancing 
have captivated the thousands of English men and 
women who had not already felt the appeal of Rus- 



75 


Sept. 12] OXE MIN’D AND PURPOSE ” 

Sian literature and art. Those convincing prophets 
of " culture ” who have destroyed Louvain and 
devastated Belgium with officially instigated atro¬ 
cities are complaining drearily to the universe at 
large that England has espoused the cause of “ the 
Mongolian savage " in this war. The complaint 
comes aptly from a Prussia which in forty years has 
not contributed as much to European happiness as is 
implied in five minutes of the Russian ballet. The 
Muscovite millions marching on Berlin may indeed 
seem to typify material resources, but they are 
inspired by a conscious purity of purpose as far from 
the murky ideals of Potsdam as is Pavlova from a 
Pomeranian grenadier. 

And so we come to the last of these typical events 
—and to our own concerns—the stirring “ Message 
from the King to the Governments and Peoples of his 
self-governing Dominions." It begins in the simple 
and moving phrases of which King George's family 
have ever held the secret. " During the past few 
weeks the peoples of my whole Empire at Home and 
Overseas have moved with one mind and purpose to 
confront and overthrow an unparalleled assault upon 
the continuity of civilization and the peace of man¬ 
kind. ... I am proud to be able to show to the 
world that my Peoples Oversea are as determined as 
the people of the United Kingdom to prosecute a just 
cause to a successful end." Here is a scrap of paper 
which we commend to the momentary attention of 
the Imperial Chancellor, even after Herr von Beth- 
mann-Hollweg has pigeon-holed President Poincare’s 
proclamation and thrown the Allies' pledge into his 
wastepaper basket. For the English King's message 
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deals with facts. A few thousand facts—in khaki— 
are on their way from India, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, and elsewhere. A good many are in our 
lengthening battle-line already, though we are only 
just beginning to call on our resources. But the extra¬ 
ordinary weight of the King's Message does not lie so 
much in the men or material it may imply as in the 
spirit of resolute defence which it reveals in every 
single portion of our world-wide Empire. Never has 
a blackguard’s wily dream been so conclusively 
shattered as were the plots of Prussia by the results 
her brutal dishonesty has evoked. If it has changed 
the immediate aspect of the Irish Question, it has 
absolutely transfigured the Imperial Question. 
Instead of civil war within our gates, mutiny in India, 
and disruption in our dominions overseas, we find 
that we can call up all our legions without the least 
uneasiness lest any who live beneath our flag should 
seize the opportunity to try and haul it down. If, 
when a greater stress shall come, any traitor shall 
appear, Prussia will be welcome to her own. As it is, 
at the crisis of our fate we are reaping the fruit of our 
forefathers’ love of liberty and justice, of the tolerant 
yet impartial administration of the rights of citizen¬ 
ship which was brought to the rule of far-off peoples 
by our earliest pioneers, and developed as a sacred 
trust by all who followed them in government. That 
is why India, the Empire, and the free Dominions 
have answered so unanimously the call of the Mother 
Country. Because we have our quarrel just, in 
defence of all that makes our life worth living, we 
display “ One Mind and Purpose.” We are confident 
that the national feeling of the present hour is reflec- 
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ted in such words as those of Walter Scott, who at 
just such another crisis, when England led the fight 
for the world's liberty and peace against an earlier 
despot, wrote as follows : “ My only ambition is to be 
remembered, if remembered at all, as one who knew 
and valued national independence and would main¬ 
tain it in the present struggle to the last man and the 
last guinea, though the last guinea were my own pro¬ 
perty and the last man my own son.” 

September 19//1, 1914. 

THE SECOND ACT 

London has not been lit up by joyful bonfires or 
thronged with cheering crowds during the past week, 
in spite of news from the front which is more satis¬ 
factory than anything which has happened since the 
war began. Wc have realized, in fact, that the Battle 
of the Marne is but the beginning of one of those long, 
stern struggles that so well suit the genius of the 
British soldier, and that do not permit of any waste 
of breath during the grim process of " holding on.” 
A good deal of criticism of tactics in France has been 
indulged in, which can add as little to the enthusiasm 
of our friends abroad as it does to the knowledge of 
our public at home. But one thing has emerged quite 
clearly, and is within the intelligence of everyone who 
can read a newspaper. There is a great difference 
between the fighting on our left wing, which resulted 
m the retreat towards Paris, and the combats which 
ended in the pursuit beyond Amiens ; and it is be¬ 
coming evident that the heroism and self-sacrifice of 
our men during the terrible days immediately follow¬ 
ing Mons have scarcely even yet been realized. The 
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whole facts will probably never be known until the 
war is over, and it is right that this should be so. It 
is enough for us at present to realize, first, that no 
praise could be too high for the men under Sir John 
French who, from Mons to Chantilly, won gallantly 
through a situation as perilous as any army ever 
faced, and secondly, that when the same men had 
more equal chances against their persistent foe they 
turned the tables brilliantly and chased him back 
upon his tracks. 

In this war we are not pitting our military strength 
against fair fighting only ; we are opposed by men 
who disregard or misuse flags of truce and the Red 
Cross, who masquerade in borrowed uniforms, and 
employ, in actual battle, every dishonourable strata¬ 
gem derivable from an abuse of that confidence which 
every civilized nation has hitherto reposed in certain 
emblems and conventions of military conduct. The 
Prussian officer who skulks to his carnage behind the 
shield of helpless children, who outrages and muti¬ 
lates the w'omen, who bums defenceless hamlets as 
readily as he destroys the historic treasures of a 
university—the officer who does all this, and insti¬ 
gates his men to do the same in every pause between 
his battles, is not likely to be scrupulous in his 
methods when murder on a larger scale is in his reach. 
The letter sent by an English clergyman to the Times, 
written by an officer at the front, and very justly 
singled out by Lord Selborae in the same paper, is no 
doubt susceptible of such proof as would be accepted 
in a court of law. We think it essential now that such 
proof should be forthcoming, publicly and put on 
record. We know that some of our soldiers have been 
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mutilated after they were wounded. They are in our 
hospitals to-day. How long will the neutral nations 
look idly on, unmoved, while torture such as this is 
being inflicted upon Englishmen, whose voluntary 
levies are fighting to free the world for ever from the 
slavery of the Potsdam slaughterhouse ? The hideous 
facts will, of course, be denied in Germany, but 
Prussia’s mere statements during the last month have 
taken away any value from her denials, and it is 
necessary to convict her before the World’s Tribunal 
by irrefragable testimony of a barbarity to women, 
and to the wounded which would disgrace either the 
modem Chinese pirate or the merciless Indian savage 
of a hundred years ago. By her official disregard of 
International law Prussia has forfeited all right to 
truce or treaty, and by her military violation of the 
civilized code she has cut off every avenue of pity or 
forbearance. The arm of the avenger has been 
trebly steeled against her by public and private 
atrocities of this appalling kind, and we can only 
repeat our anticipation that they will react most 
terribly upon the spirit not only of her soldiers (whose 
■ servile discipline has burst its bonds in these nameless 
excesses), but of her wffiole population. Britain ex¬ 
pects all her foes to fight bravely and fight hard ; she 
did not expect them to outvie the barbarity of Attila 
upon the battlefields of modern Europe. For Eng¬ 
land to-day the moral is evident. We can accept no 
kindly offers of “ intervention ” from friendly nations 
who have not seen or suffered what our soldiers see 
and suffer every hour. Our relentless task is not 
merely to save France from the invaders, but with 
her loyal regiments at our side to press back the 
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Prussian into his own country, to crush him slowly 
against the relentless pressure from the East, and 
never to leave him while the remotest possibility for 
future evil remains in the dishonoured and dismem¬ 
bered carcase of his Empire. And if it is ever possible 
to touch pitch without being defiled, we must do this 
with clean hands. No thought of reprisals in kind 
can sully the clear flame of our vengeance. But we 
shall demand justice, and exact it to the uttermost 
farthing and the last drop of blood. 

If ever there was a case for that indictment of a 
nation which one of our greatest statesman-orators 
thought impossible, it would seem to have arisen 
now. Compare this conflict with almost any other of 
which history holds a record, with the Crimean War, 
with Marlborough's campaigns in Flanders, ^vith the 
days of Agincourt or Cressy—to go no further. Not 
only do such gallant echoes as " Gentlemen of the 
Guard fire first,” come down to us from frays fought 
out as sternly as any modem battlefield ; but we find 
a general atmosphere of mind in both the conquered 
and the conquering nation which is as wide as the 
poles asunder from the bitter lies, the universally 
nauseating protestations, the cynically barbarous 
doctrines of the Prussia of to-day. It is, above all, 
the deliberate calculation of the weakening effects of 
pity and humanity upon their more generous foes 
which has disgusted the world with all that Prussia 
stands for. To most of us, it may be hoped, even the 
ills apparently most devastating can bring, in the 
long run, some consolatory thought of benefits re¬ 
deemed out of the wrack, or perhaps some sudden 
glimpse of virtue, molten and annealed in the purging 
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fires of a disastrous cataclysm. Some such effects, 
without the least Puritanical religiosity or over-con¬ 
fidence, we can undoubtedly claim in this our country 
and in our Empire, as the consolation for the scourge 
of unexpected and unchallenged war. The two WTiite 
Papers just presented to Parliament, concerning the 
naval and military assistance and the supplies afforded 
by the Overseas Dominions, are there to prove it. We 
owe this to the sportsmanlike instinct of fair play 
which has dominated all our dealings as a ruling 
nation. Out of the Franco-German War emerged the 
perfected organization of that Red Cross Society with 
which the name of the late Lord Wantage was so long 
and honourably connected. The only recognition 
Prussia's soldiers seem to give to that beneficent and 
merciful institution is to trade on their enemies’ 
respect for it. to use ambulance waggons as ambus¬ 
cades, and to shell hospitals full of the defenceless 
wounded. So embittered has Prussia become by the 
gall engendered in her career of spoliation that the 
poisonous filaments of her intrigue and slander are 
crawling through all the council chambers of the 
world. The very methods that were invented for the 
dissemination of fruitful knowledge and the distribu¬ 
tion of good tidings to the weary and the distressed, 
have been tarnished at their source and fount by a 
shameless mendacity unparalleled in history, and 
certainly unprecedented in the armals of honourable 
warfare. We are not accustomed to deal with such 
opponents on their own ground. We have, as is our 
tolerant habit, neglected such methods as openly as 

it was time that some such 
digmfied protest as that just issued by Sir Edward 
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Grey should have been published in answer to the 
tissue of fiction and buffoonery furnished by the 
Imperial Chancellor of the German Empire for the 
delectation of neutral countries. Neither these argu¬ 
ments nor any other protestations from the hero of 
the “ Scrap of Paper ” will move the general intelli¬ 
gence either of Europe or of the United States, where 
the German Ambassador has been recently giving so 
strange an exhibition of what he conceives to be the 
duties of his high position. The necessity for making 
our own case clear, not only to our own peoples but to 
the world, admits of no delay. We believe the right 
steps are being taken. We, therefore, may hopefully 
consider that such ebullitions of spleen and falsehood 
are a symptom if not of desperation then of the very 
serious reconsideration of a position which has turned 
out to be very different from that which Herr von 
Bethmann-Hollweg originally (and somewhat fatu¬ 
ously) contemplated. The appeals of the apostles of 
culture make but a sterile echo from the smoking 
ashes of the University of Louvain. 

But though most of us may now feel fairly confi¬ 
dent that the Prussian liars will finally, in one of their 
own cultured phrases, be left to stew in their own 
juice, with the mass of the Prussian army it is another 
matter. For the complete conquest of these Moloch- 
worshippers and their machine we cannot trust to our 
Allies alone, even to the magnificent advance of 
Russia’s million-footed hosts, or even to the splendid 
services of our silent Fleet. We have ceaselessly to 
prepare more men for battle. The victories of the 
Marne valley have probably granted us time to carry 
out an operation usually considered to be impossible 
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—the organization of a new army wliile we are at 
war. We have probably a chance of keeping our 
advantage with the regular troops now ready for 
active service until our new levies have learnt the 
elements of their business. But there is only just 
time. But there is only a fair chance. We must 
deliberately hasten now. We must steel ourselves 
at once to outlast a stubborn and determined foe. 
We could ask for no better omens on our side as we 
press forward to that high emprise ; for it is the 
liberty of mankind and the honour of international 
faith for which we fight, and shall fight to the end. 


September 26ih, 1914. 

“THE HUN IS AT THE GATE” 

In a speech which contained many fine passages, 
Mr. Lloyd George explained last week to his com¬ 
patriots some of the reasons why we are at war, and 
to the Kaiser and his army he gave an appellation 

which is sure to stick in the popular memory_“ the 

road hog of Europe." But even those who most 
agreed with him in his slashing indictment of Prus¬ 
sian Caesarism cannot have imagined the stupendous 
confirmation of his epithets which the German army 
was so soon to produce before indignant Europe. 
Ihe wanton destruction of Rheims Cathedral will 
never be forgotten while Christendom endures, for it 
IS the worst outrage ever inflicted either upon the 
abne or the faith of Christianity. For years the 
bkekened remnants of its splendid walls will stand 

IIT the ravaged soil of France, 

and nothing that either the Kaiser or his lying 
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friends can urge will ever furnish an excuse for the 
barbarity of his soldiers. This famous cathedral, was 
rightly called the Parthenon of France. Not only did 
its memories extend to those days in the fifth century 
when the barbarian invader with his own hand slew 
one of his sacrilegious soldiers for injuring the sacred 
shrine, but it was the hallowed repository of one of 
the most cherished incidents in the whole history of 
France, when the Maid of Orleans led the French 
King Charles VII to its altar for his coronation. 
Apart from any such thoughts as these, apart from 
that sanctity of religious faith which the Kaiser has 
so shamelessly trampled underfoot, there was in the 
actual structure of Rheims Cathedral a store of un¬ 
equalled treasure of thirteenth century art which can 
never be replaced. It is still impossible to calculate 
how grievous has been the loss inflicted by this god¬ 
less emperor not upon France alone, but on the whole 
civilized world outside his own barbarous and 


disgraced dominions. 

If it had been possible to exasperate the feeling not 
of the combatant countries merely, but of all the 
neutral nations also, it would have been by some such 
unbelievable outrage as the Kaiser has now per¬ 
petrated. Mr. Asquith, in one of his speeches, said 
that upon the brow of German culture would in 
future be branded the name of Louvain. To it, in 
even deeper characters, must be added another and 
an even greater name. The evidence of the deliberate 
destructiveness which sheUed Rheims Cathedral when 
it was full of their own wounded, even the most able 
and mendacious of the German apologists cannot 
destroy, but it is too sadly true that m many cases 
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the living evidence of their other atrocities cannot 
always be produced. As has been finely said during 
the past week in the Press of our own country, it has 
been bad enough to shatter the temple built by the 
pious hands of generations to the worship of God, but 
it has been even worse to see the temple of the human 
body, builded not with hands, builded, as we are 
taught, in the similitude of God, defaced and muti¬ 
lated by the ferocity of the Kaiser’s blood-maddened 
legions. The cry of these women and children will 
mingle with the smoke of the desolated altar of 
Rheims and ascend before the throne of that just 
God who has said “ Vengeance is mine ; I will 
repay.” 

But it is essential that before many more days have 
passed the whole civilized world should be aware on 
definite and unbreakable testimony of the atrocities 
which the Kaiser’s soldiers have by his orders com¬ 
mitted upon the wounded, upon women, and upon 
children. We call upon the Government of this 
country to take definite measures at once to put on 
record beyond all question such facts as those which 
were revealed in the letter forwarded by a London 
clergyman to the Times not long ago. We demand 
that the sworn evidence of our own wounded now in 
our own hospitals shall be taken as to the manner in 
which they were mutilated after they had been 
wounded and left helpless on the field of battle. We 
demand further that the evidence of the many 
Belgian refugees now in this country should also be 
set down in such a form that no legal difficulty can 
e raised about its truth. England has always ex¬ 
pected that her enemies would fight not only bravely, 
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but with the sternest determination and the gravest 
realization of the severities of warfare. These 
severities our soldiers have shown perhaps more 
brilliantly than they have ever shown before that 
they can meet and even overcome in a series of the 
most terrible battles ever fought; but it is our strong 
opinion that it is unfair to the bravest soldiers in the 
world that they should be exposed to atrocities of 
this kind, and that the gathered and concentrated 
reprobation of the whole world should be brought 
down upon the head of the Kaiser for having per¬ 
mitted not only such outrages as these against men 
who were fighting in a fair field, but also such name¬ 
less crimes as his soldiers have perpetrated upon 
women and children in the country they invaded, the 
country whose neutrality and safety they had sworn 
to guarantee. Germany has filled the world with 
lies; the statements sent out from Potsdam have 
flooded Italy for the last month, while hardly any 
English statements have reached that country. The 
same process has gone on very nearly all over the 
world. We may believe that lies will in the end serve 
no good purpose, and will in the end be discoveied 
even by the majority of that nation which has so dis¬ 
gracefully manufactured them. But when we can 
produce so many cases of atrocities against the 
wounded and against women and children which can 
be definitely proved by certain evidence, we think it 
is unfair to everyone concerned that this evidence 
should not be publicly produced and publicly placed 
before every Government in the world. We cannot 
believe that even in the German Empire there will not 
be some few who will be horrified at such cases. c 
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are certain tliat in every otlicr country where brave 
soldiers exist these atrocities will receive a condemna¬ 
tion which in many cases must result in action. It 
has become clear that we have to destroy the Kaiser, 
his dynasty, and his kingdom as if he were a mad dog. 
He has produced so vast and powerful a W'ar-machine 
that the concentrated efforts of the Allies will evi¬ 
dently take some time in accomplishing their task. 
If the world asks to be rid of the curse of war, here is 
tlie one motive which should unite every neutral 
country under the banner of the Allies to join in 
stamping out a race which docs not deserve to exist 
in any world we can call civilized. 

October loih, 1914. 

THE GREAT GAME 

The Cologne Gazette has been much exercised by 
Sir John French’s use of the phrase “ fair play " with 
regard to German conduct in the war, and also by 
other expressions (used by high authorities in Eng¬ 
land) based on metaphors drawn from the national 
love of sport, “ The German," says this newspaper, 
with wholly unconscious irony, " will always strive 
against the attempt to measure the whole world from 
the point of view of the sportsman and the non- 
sportsman.” The endeavour is quite natural from 
the " non-sportsman’s " point of view. " The Ger¬ 
man mind is too broad and too great for this," con¬ 
tinues our ponderous contemporary ; *' we have 
given Europe other cultural values than records in 
tennis and rowing." They have indeed ; let Louvain 
and Rheims bear witness of their substitute. " For 
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the Englishman,” concludes the Teuton moralist, 
” war is a very dramatic, very intense, and very pro¬ 
fitable sport. The English will have to accustom 
themselves to German seriousness.” If we asked to 
cultivate the kind of ” seriousness ” which lumbered 
the German Empire into the worst diplomatic muddle 
seen for centuries, all we can say is, let us pray we 
may never lose our sense of humour or our sports¬ 
manship either. The German journalist, however, is, 
as usual, faithfully echoing Bernhardi. This famous 
author wrote that ” Sport, by becoming exaggerated 
and by usurping the place of serious work, has greatly 
injured the English nation.” We are a sporting 
nation undoubtedly, and have taught many nations 
our ideals in this department of life. But have our 
sporting proclivities injured us ? Are they exagger¬ 
ated ? Do they usurp the place of serious work ? 
These questions constitute a big problem, to be 
solved ultimately by lime alone. But the war has 
already dev'cloped certain great features and small 
happenings, wliich throw an interesting light on 
Bernhardi’s statement and go far to disprove it, so 
far, indeed, as to make it probable at any rate that 
over-neglect of sport has injured the German nation. 
The Germans are not a sporting people. As a result 
of this state of things, when it comes to war the 
officers are slave drivers and the men slaves. Neither 
has any sporting instinct, and so are rendered possible 
the atrocities that defile their movements. There is 
no cuftiaycideric sportive between officers and men ; 
hence brutality on the one hand and stolid serfdom 
on the other. There is nothing of the mutual under¬ 
standing which prevails between amateur cricketers 
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and professionals, or British oflkcrs and men. Tims 
ghastly deeds are easily ettected by an arrogant order 
and a swinish obedience. Few, even of tlic fine 
poems Punch has produced of late, equal in terrible 
intensity Iris verses about the Prussian “ Cannon- 
fodder '' : 

Scourge and curses are their portion, pain and hunger without end, 
Till they hail the yell of shrapnel as the welcome of a friend : 
They rape and bum and laugh to hear the frantic women cry 
And do the devil’s work to-day. but on the morrow die. 

Tramp 1 tramp! tramp! the cannon fodder comes. 

God help the old : God help the young ; God help the hearths 
and homes. 

They'll do his will that taught them, on the earth and on the 
waves, 

Then, like faithful cannon fodder, still salute him from their 
graves. 

The most fatal result of the lack of the sporting 
instinct in Germany all round, and of the lower class 
ignorance of practical sport, is seen in the German 
system of fighting in close formation. Infantry are 
packed like sheep, and driven like sheep, to the 
slaughter. They are, as their Junker officers call 
them, mere food for powder. Their dense movement 
allows of neither intelligence nor personal action; 
what results accrue are simply those of weight and 
mass, momentum without mind—and vis consili 
expers mole riiit sua. 

Sidelights on the sporting aspect of the war as 
waged by the Allies are not wanting. An heroic 
exploit, absolutely expressive of sportsmanship in 
action, was that of Georges Andre. This fine athlete, 
typical of young France, is a Rugby International 
who has scored against England and Ireland at three- 
quarter. He has equalled the world’s record for the 
100 metres, 10^. Surrounded with his company in 
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Lorraine by a large German detachment, Andre, 
wielding a heavy sword, cut down the Germans 
round their standard, and captured it. He then 
sprinted back unharmed to the French lines in a 
hail of bullets. To use the phrase so significantly 
frequent nowadays in personal letters from the front 
and even in studied articles, this sportsman “ played 
the game.” It was the Rugby game once more, with 
an additional bite in the operations. When Dr. 
Huggan, then a member of the London Scottish R.C., 
was playing for Scotland against England some six 
months ago, few could have imagined the manner of 
his death with the Coldstrcams on September i6th. 
He was a member of the Royal Army Medical Corps, 
and he organized and led a party of volunteers who 
saved a number of wounded from a blazing barn under 
heavy shell fire. For this he was recommended for 
the Victoria Cross two days before he fell in the 
Battle of the Aisne. Rugby football has, indeed, 
done wonderfully well. Every member, both of the 
famous Harlequins and of Blackhcath, is with the 
colours. Hardly a player is left in the United King¬ 
dom. The characteristic incident, too good to be 
omitted here, was reported, during the war, from 
Amsterdam : ” The British Naval Brigade interned 
at Groningen yesterday suffered their first unex¬ 
pected defeat ” on the football ground, when a Dutch 
team beat them by six goals to five before several 
thousand spectators. As for morale, that elusive 
quality whose name was unknown to us till the other 
day when the military experts unsheathed it, there 
is none better than that of an English spoitsman, a 
cricketer, a footballer, or a rider to hounds. For he 
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understands how to play the game out to the end. 
how to play for his side and not himself, how to last 
the course '' when every nerve and muscle seems ex¬ 
hausted, how to keep his head in the direst extremi¬ 
ties of fatigue. Some Germans may naturally be 
able to do all this. But as a nation they have never 
had the training likely to produce it. 

The contrast between German and English Uni¬ 
versities, between Teuton duelling with frequent beer 
and English sport with an occasional wine club, needs 
no further emphasis at this time of day, nor need we 
elaborate our preferences. But it is worth noting 
that the whole crew of 1914 are with the colours, and 
that more than half of the undergraduates at both 
Oxford and Cambridge have chosen swords instead 
of gowns this term, to reverse the old proverb, and 
that to the despatch riders so largely dra\vn from this 
source are traceable many of the conspicuous deeds 
of bravery chronicled in this war. The story of the 
bicyclist who got past the Gennan fire after four com¬ 
rades who tried before him had been shot, and of the 
French officer who pinned the medal from his own 
breast on the Englishman’s tunic after the advancing 
regiment of our Allies had been saved from annihila¬ 
tion by that timely message, will occur to everyone in 
this connection. Hundreds of similar cases will be 
heard of when we get more news. We shall not be 
wrong in ascribing a great deal of the spirit observ¬ 
able in such actions to the unconscious lessons learnt 
by a courageous young man in the sports of his 
youth. And this is one main reason why we have 
steadily advocated the continuation, in one form or 
another, of amateur sport in England during the war. 
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It should also be remembered that widespread distress 
and unemployment would be created if all sport were 
discontinued, and that it is the duty of every man, of 
every age, to keep fit and ready for any emergency. 
Foxhunting goes on, with diminished fields, maybe, 
but with an undiminished spirit; and we remember 
the old Duke of Wellington’s saying that a good man 
to hounds usually made a first-rate cavalry officer. 
Fifteen thousand horses have been placed at the 
disposal of the War Office by the Hunts of England ; 
and this means much more than the direct and im¬ 
mediate value of the animals ; for it means a saving 
of £750,000 to the taxpayer for their upkeep (as 
national property) in the previous twelve months. 
If hunting, as a sport, were to cease, a Government 
supply of light horses would have to be instituted for 
cavalry, guns, and transport that would involve far 
larger sums in the future out of the public purse. 
Besides all this, fifty-four Masters of Hounds are 
themselves at the front, and a conservative estimate 
gives 10,000 as the total of hunting men who will be 
with the Army this season instead of across country. 
We must never let the breed die out. 


October lyth, 1914- 
HARD FACTS 

From the pages of Bemhardi’s books,* his readers 
will have gathered precisely what the German nation 
desires in this war, and how they propose to achieve 
their wishes. Other volumes of the same kind have 

* See The Germans hy Themselves, published by the Field, price 
2 d., for the Centra! Committee. 
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been equally explicit, more particularly Truth iibout 
Germany, which is the official German statement of 
the case, and the earlier Hour of Destiny, by Colonel 
Frobenius. It is now my object first to ask English¬ 
men to read the aims of Germany in the language of 
Germans themselves, and secondly to call the atten¬ 
tion of our fellow-countrymen to German actions and 
statements in the course of the war. I have endea¬ 
voured to limit myself to proved and certain facts 
in order that I may point out their necessary con¬ 
sequences, without incurring any charge of bias or 
exaggeration. The case as stated before the war by 
Germans themselves, and as confirmed by other 
Germans since the beginning of August, is more than 
sufficient for my purpose. Its details have passed 
beyond the plane of controversy. But even where 
those details have been already grasped, I doubt 
very much whether their meaning has been fully 
realized. To take them in the order mentioned, 
Bemhardi's volume is the literary expression of a 
national sentiment which has probably caused more 
immediate suffering than any racial ideal known to 
history, nor would his statements ever have been 
accepted as credible had not his countrymen heaped 
one proof of his accuracy upon another ever since 
their real motives and character have been revealed 
by war. They have done more. Bernhardi, even 
when shown to have correctly interpreted his father- 
land, might have been thought to possess an insight 
as rare as his convictions. But since August we have 
seen German theologians, philosophers, historians, 
journdists, University professors, novelists, artists, 
musicians, students, and diplomatists, all faithfully 
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echoing the same creed. If the problem were merely 
psychological it would be of absorbing interest; for 
we are observing, before our eyes, the character of a 
whole nation, as we had imagined it, apparently 
transmuted into a wholly different metal in the short 
space of two months. The truth has been presented 
to us in a manner as unexpected to most as it must be 
unpalatable to all. It matters no longer that Bern- 
hard! insists on constructing immutable theories out 
of armour-plated "facts”; that he rejects all 
notions of the necessity for a new hypothesis to fit 
the change produced by new phenomena ; that he 
exhibits a callous certainty of diction concerning 
principles wliich have hitherto been open to dis¬ 
cussion. The important thing for us to-day i^hat 
several million German soldiers are carrying his 
principles into ruthless practice. Let us examine 

some facts in their campaign. 

Our own Army Headquarters sent us over the 
letter, discovered on a German soldier’s body, desenb- 
ing the way a boy was shot by German troops because 
he refused to give any infonnation about the French. 
It is a terrible story, and we have no means of judging 
of the details left unsaid ; but they matter very little 
in comparison with the spirit in which they arc nar¬ 
rated or with the point of view which can only see 
" infatuation ” in this honest lad, and only wonder 
that such courage could be ” wasted.” In the latter 
part of September an Order of the Day was found, 
issued to the 53rd Brigade of German Infantry by 
General Stenger, commanding his men to kill the 
wounded as ” Germans must leave no living French¬ 
men behind them.” On the 8th of the same month 
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Major Dieckmann issued from his headquarters at the 
Chateau de Bruyercs a proclamation to the commune 
of Grivegnee, as Commandant of the District. Apart 
from the usual penalties concerning possession of 
arms, shutting of doors, burning of lights, and so forth, 
the Major orders the inhabitants to show their respect 
to the invaders ‘' by taking off their hats and bringing 
their hands to their heads in a military salute,” and a 
German soldier considering himself slighted by any 
omission in this procedure will ” exact respect by any 
method" The brutal system of hostages is further 
exemplified with elaborate precautions, and these 
hostages will be at once shot ” if the population of 
the above-named communes does not keep quiet 
under all circnnistances" The result of such action 
has been that a war started with the plan of capturing 
Paris, throttling Russia, and invading England has so 
far resulted in the temporary ” annexation ” of the 
little country whose safety was guaranteed by its 
destroyer, and the appalling spectacle is seen of 
Belgians flying in thousands from their homes rather 
than submit to contact with German ” administra¬ 
tion.” They are well advised. We need not repeat 
the gruesome talcs of proved atrocities of which the 
list officially published by the Belgian Government 
gives only a grim foretaste. The Germans are care¬ 
fully carrying out instructions with the methodical 
thoroughness which is one of their racial character¬ 
istics. Those instructions originate, we may well 
believe, not so much in the individual ferocity of 
every German soldier—for we cannot admit that 
every German subject has suddenly abrogated all the 
attributes common to humanity elsewhere--as in the 


HARD FACTS 


[Oct. 17 


96 

sincere belief that the German race is superior to all 
others, and that foreigners who do not become 
German must be stamped out. It is my Royal and 
Imperial Command,” wrote the Kaiser, from his 
headquarters at Aix-la-Chapelle on August 19th, 
” that you concentrate your energies, for the immedi¬ 
ate present, upon one single purpose, and that is that 
you address all your skill and all the valour of my 
soldiers to exterminate first the treacherous English 
and walk over General French’s contemptible little 
Army.” There does not appear to be any consider¬ 
able (or at least any audible) section of the German 
nation which has not endorsed these courteous 
phrases, and their support is translated into such 
actions as the expatriation and enslavement of 4,000 
of the inhabitants of Cambrai, Noyon, and the dis¬ 
trict, who have been made to help gather in German 
harvests or dig trenches on the Russian frontier. 
When towms are the victims, huge indemnities are 
added to the inevitable horrors of war; and what 
these horrors have meant, at German hands, may be 
imagined from the terrible exodus from Antwerp. 
The non-combatant populations of conquered Bel¬ 
gium have fled from the invader in a way that testi¬ 
fies more vividly than anything else to the barbarities 
which the enemy has inflicted indiscriminately on all 
he met. In artistic matters the practical results are 
similar. The library of Louvain is burnt. Rlaeims 
Cathedral is bombarded. The roof of Notre Dame in 
Paris is shattered by a bomb. No manifestation of 
art, apparently, outside the German frontiers, 
deserves consideration. It can be replaced by better, 
” made in Germany.” Even before war begins, pre- 



Oct. 17I 


HARD FACTS 


97 


parations for conflict can be carried out with all the 
security afforded by the hospitable carelessness of the 
" lower races.” As the quotation runs beneath one 
of the cartoons published by Punch and inspired by 
the Germany of 1888 : 

I speak of peace, while covert enmity. 

Under the smile of safety, wounds the world. . . . 

That process has been going on ever since. We have 
trusted Germany. We had no quarrel with her, and 
for return we find that every country has been flooded 
with her spies ; that every possible treachery has 
been carefully planned in preparation for the war of 
1914, and that the campaign of deceit initiated long 
ago has been followed by an outburst of open lying 
never paralleled in the history of a ci\’iUzed nation. 
It is a country with these ideals that we are still 
treating with every possible consideration, both 
within our own borders and beyond them ; though 
they have openly said that the sufferings of Belgium 
shall be nothing to what they will inflict on English 
men and women. 

The conclusion at which any fair-minded man must 
arrive, after carefully considering all this, is that the 
moral strength of modem civilization is enormously 
stronger than many of us have believed. No such 
concentrated and unanimous attack has ever before 
been made upon the principles of honest dealing 
which are the foundation of life in this century. 
Those principles remain unshaken. As the Pall Mall 
Gazette has written : ” The Kaiser has not advanced 
one inch nearer to victory because the helpless have 
been tortured or because women and children have 
been thrown into burning buildings to feed the flames 
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of his glory, Tlie heroism of Belgium has never 
flinched because of his savages ; atrocity heaped upon 
atrocity has done nothing to weaken the obstacles 
confronting his armies. Crime has not been a profit¬ 
able ally to war." In just the same way Herr von 
Bethmaim-Hollweg did not find that a cynical con¬ 
tempt for '* scraps of paper ” opened any diplomatic 
doors for him, nor has the campaign of lies and 
slander, blessed by the German Ambassador to the 
United States, and carried on by every German 
newspaper continuously, in the least advanced the 
German cause before the judgment of the world. 
In Truth About Germany, a still more astounding 
example of lying, vouched for by some of the greatest 
names in Germany, has been given to the world. It 
will be as fruitless as its predecessors. We have, 
indeed, only been hardened in our resolution that the 
world's only safety lies in the extermination of the 
German military power. For Germany’s official 
apologists seem to forget that principles which are 
once assumed as the guiding pivot of a nation s policy 
cannot be thrown olf as soon as their immediate 
warlike object has been attained. This mud of their 
own making will stick to them for e^'er. It will stain 
their garb of peace throughout the future. Even 
already no clean Englishman would have any deal¬ 
ings with a German after all that has happened, unless 
both had weapons in their hands. The consequences 
of this are much more far-reaching than the con¬ 
clusion of the present war ; they ^vill affect the posi¬ 
tion of German trade, and the possibilities of com¬ 
munication between Geimans and men of other 
nationalities in countless and incalculable ways. 



99 


OCT. 24 ] GER>iAXS BY THE.MSEIA’ES 

Their diplomatists have made it abundantly clear 
that no one can ever sign a treaty with them again. 
Their most prominent men of business, by endorsing 
this policy and developing it, have made it equally 
clear that no contracts with them can be considered 
binding, and that no security for their future actions 
can be found in any pretended friendliness. The 
doctrines of Bernhardi and the preaching of his pupils 
have had, in fact, a very definite result ; they have 
put Germany outside the pale of honourable conduct 
and beyond the frontiers of modern civilization. She 
is making her last struggle to break down the bound¬ 
aries. She will be resisted till the last spark of chival¬ 
rous instinct dies out of a devastated Europe. No 
merely material successes will ever enable her to 
conquer that indomitable and undying spirit ; for 
she will discover that it is the things wliich are not 
seen which are eternal. The Capitals and Govern¬ 
ments she vainly tries to subdue have not been made 
with hands ; the fortresses she is really attempting to 
reduce are guarded by the intangible bulwarks of the 
immortal hope of Man. She is fighting against the 
general conscience of humanity ; and she will fall, 
like Lucifer, never to rise again. 

October 24th, 1914. 

THE GERMANS BY THEMSELVES 

In continuation of my plan of putting the German 
case before our readers in the words of the most cele¬ 
brated German prophets and apostles, I now draw 
attention to Truth About Germany : Facts About The 
H ar, which is the pleasing title of a pamphlet \\Titten 
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in English by an influential German Committee for 
dissemination in the United States. Mr. Douglas 
Sladen has issued an annotated edition of their text 
which is published under the title of Germany ^ Great 
Lie, by Messrs. Hutchinson & Co. 

After an explanation of the attack on Belgium, 
which our American friends will find curiously inept, 
the writers are good enough to say, “ In our case the 
Government of the United States would not have 
acted differently. Inter arma silcjil leges ” (p. 100). 
And by way of prophecy they add : “ The German 
troops, with their iron discipline, will respect the per¬ 
sonal property and liberty of the individual in Bel¬ 
gium, just as they did in France in 1870.” The 
writers continue, on p. loi : " The Belgians would 
have been wise if they had permitted the passage of 
the German troops. They would have preserved their 
integrity, and. besides that, would have fared well 
from the business point of view, for the army would 
have proved a good customer and paid cash.” What, 
in fact, does honour matter in comparison with cash ? 
It would be difficult to say which of these utterances 
will be more fatal. But there are many, many more, 
considerably less excusable, and, in their light, we 
read with full appreciation on p. 20 that ” the Ger¬ 
man nation is serious and conscientious.” On the 
same page is the statement : ” The die is cast, and all 
nations must decide whether they ^vish to further us 
by sentiments and by deeds, or the Government of 
the Czar. This is the real significance of this appall¬ 
ing struggle, all the rest is immaterial. Russia s 
attitude alone has forced us to go to war with France 
and with their great Ally.” A graceful addition is 
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made to this on p. ii8 ; “ The Czar himself did not, 
at the breaking out of hostilities against Germany, 
show himself the gentleman upon a throne which he 
had formerly been believed by everyone to be." We 
are surprised to see the word " gentleman " in this 
book. We understood that Germans had abandoned 
a word which they neither merited nor understood. 
On p. 52 we find " Great Britain declared war on 
Germany and sides to-day with those Continental 
Powers that have united for our destruction, in order 
that Muscovite barbarism may rule Europe." A 
little later, however, this is contradicted ; for on 
p. 105 we learn that " England claims at being (sfe) 
mistress of the Old World in order to occupy either 
an equal, or a menacing position towards the New 
World, as circumstances may dictate. For this pur¬ 
pose she has encouraged this war." Apparently these 
conflicting statements do not matter, on the theory 
that one lie cancels another, for on p. 190 we read 
that " This war, provoked by Russia because of an 
outrageous desire for revenge, supported by England 
and France, has no other motive than envy of Ger¬ 
many's position in economic life." 

It will hardly be believed that among the persons 
responsible for this and far worse statements, in a 
book issued by a Committee and a Board of Editors, 
are such men as Albert Ballin, Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of the Hamburg-American Steamship 
Company ; Prince von Billow ; Dr. Dryander, Chief 
Court Preacher in Berlin ; Field-Marshal von der 
Goltz : Professor Harnack ; Prince von Hatzfeldt; 
Dr. Heineken, Director of the North German Lloyd • 
Professor Lamprecht. of Leipzig ; Prince Munster 
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Demeburg; Wilhelm von Siemens; Professor 
Francke, of Berlin; Count Reventlow, and many 
more. The plain and astounding fact is that all 
these men, in many pages of the book for which they 
stand responsible, are telling deliberate lies in order 
to curry favour with the United States. It need 
hardly be said that they have lamentably failed in 
their dishonourable purpose ; but the really curious 
thing is that these men should ever have imagined 
such a policy would succeed ; that they should not 
have realized the suspicion of their own military 
strength implied by such tactics; and that they 
should have permanently soiled their reputations by 
even attempting them at all. Why soldiers who have 
at least proved themselves, in brute courage under 
fire, the equals of any in the world, should be cursed 
with such apologists, we do not know. As to the rest 
of the German nation, it evidently has found the 
champions it deserves. They have not the sanity to 
understand the universal loathing they arouse by 
their abuse of our trust and hospitality. 

Their first chapter opens with an idyllic picture of 
July. " The peasant was gathering in this summer’s 
peaceful crop, the factory hand was working with 
accustomed vigour. Not one human being amongst 
us dreamed of war. ... Our love of peace is so 
strong that it is not regarded by us in the light of 
a virtue ; we simply know it to be an inborn and 
integral portion of ourselves.” How sad that the 
pupils of Bemhardi and the compatriots of Frobemus 
should ever be disturbed from their dreams of agn- 
cultural calm! Even ” before one had crossed the 
German frontier (p. 47 ). a large number of aeroplanes 
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came flying into our country across the neutral terri¬ 
tory of Belgium and Luxemburg without a word of 
warning on the part of the Belgian Government.” Is 
it not heartbreaking that peaceful peasants should be 
frightened thus? ” At the same time the German 
Govenunent learned that the French were about to 
enter Belgium.” This is why, we presume, nearly all 
the French troops were somewhere else. Excruciat¬ 
ing self-command, however, was exercised by the agri¬ 
culturist on the Rhine, and (p. 48) ” not till France 
and Belgium itself had broken the neutrality, our 
troops entered the neutral territory. Germany wanted 
nothing from Belgium.” Of course not. Brussels 
and Antwerp, for instance, are a mere ” nothing.” 
” So sure were the leading men of the [German] Em¬ 
pire (p. 57) of the preservation of general peace that 
at the beginning of the week which was to bring 
general mobilization they said to each other joyfully : 
‘Next week our vacation time begins.’ But they 
were fearfully disappointed.” It will hardly be 
believed that we quote the text word for word. In 
fact, if its sinister purpose were not so obviously in¬ 
sistent, this book would be too childish and stupid to 
deserve attention. After an extraordinary chapter 
of solemn mock-heroics about the Kaiser and his 
officials, the authors describe the mobilization of the 
peaceful German peasant, laughing at the English at 
one moment, for our utter unpreparedness, and abus¬ 
ing us the next for having craftily planned the whole 
war. They also seem to forget that if Germany was 
indeed as innocent and pacific as they aver, it is odd 
to read the complicated details of the preparation she 
had hurried on for 1914. But since the gallant 
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authors of this book do not mind if they are contra¬ 
dicted by the facts of their too candid soldiers at the 
front, or by the inventions of their ambassador in 
New York, they are not likely to stop at the contra¬ 
diction of their own lies by each other. 

Naturally we hear, to begin with (p. 67), that “ the 
German mobilization was the greatest movement of 
men and materials the world has ever seen.” Every¬ 
one was seriously enthusiastic, even in ” Alsace- 
Lorraine where, indeed (p. 69), the number of 
volunteers was conspicuously great.” No doubt they 
were impulsively flocking to the regiment of their 
courteous Prussian friends at Zabern. 

But let us pass on (p. 70) to ” the appearance of the 
troops in brand new uniforms from head to foot. The 
first sight of these new uniforms, of modest field-grey, 
faultlessly made, evoked everywhere the question, 
Where did they come from ? ” Happy Cannon- 
fodder, whose dress was a model of smart tailoring, 
and whose ” small arms, cannons, and ammunitions 
are so plentiful that they have merely to be unpacked. ” 
We are very properly impressed with the guileless 
preparations of this ** peaceful folk, devoted to 
agriculture, industry, and trade ” {p. 81). Do you 
imagine the army, when mobilized and dressed, was 
for warlike purposes ? Not a bit of it. Since the 
German army (p. 82) when it is summoned to war 
represents the whole German people, and since the 
whole German people is peaceably disposed, it follows 
that the army can only be a defensive organization. 
It must be merely for Koepenick gambols ; as for 
the depopulation of Belgium, not on your life. But 
we must not Unger with the private, who loved his 
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new uniform so much that he was constantly chang¬ 
ing it for someone else's in the held of battle. Now 
a word concerning the German officer. He, too, has 
been “ much maligned ” (p. 85). We can hardly 
believe it when we remember that glowing descrip¬ 
tion of the “ Little Garrison.” which was so true that 
its author, Lieut. Bilse, and his fellow officers were 
severely punished for letting out too many facts. 
” One of the greatest sons of free America, George 
Washington, gave his countrymen the advice to 
select only gentlemen [here is this curious word 
again!] as officers, and it is according to this principle 
that the officers of the German army and navy are 
chosen.” This, of course, was made quite obvious to 
the Alsatians before the war at Zabern ; and after it, 
to an admiring universe at Louvain, Dinant, and 
elsewhere ; and remember the ” iron discipline ” of 
the kindly Cannon-fodder in Aerschot and Termonde. 

With these exploits in our mind read p. 116. ‘‘ There 

exists the basic principle, acknowledged throughout 
the civilized world, that no methods may be em¬ 
ployed which could not be employed by men of 
honour, even when they are opponents.” How sadly 
we must have been mistaken in our gentle Germans i 
When It comes to pass (p. 127) that in time of war 
among nations the laws of humanity respecting the 
helpless and unarmed, the women and children are 
no longer observed, the world is reverting to barbar- 

^^Iture ” is what they 
call It. We are w^ell aware how the Red Cross Nurses 
at the front have been treated by our chivalrous foes 
who use this organization of mercy for their own 
nendish purposes, and cannot even treat their hospital 
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attendants with ordinary courtesy when they are 
wounded. A little further on in this curious volume 
we find the comforting thought : “ Up to the present 
it has not been customary to use a uniform, which 
should be respected even by the enemy, to lessen the 
personal risk of the spy, and to facilitate his under¬ 
taking.” But for the question of spies, raised in these 
pages in a most authoritative manner by specialists 
of the first rank in Europe, we have no space here. 
We have said more than enough to indicate the 
character of the whole volume, and, we trust, to blast 
the characters of its authors in any decent society for 
ever. It gives not a single argument in favour of the 
German case, and reveals on every page the hopeless 
folly of the German attitude. We need scarcely add 
the pious outburst, on p. 136 • " The German ' White 
Book ' prints documents proving the white purity 
OF THE German conscience as represented by 
Kaiser, Chancellor, and people ” (the type is ori^nal); 
or the moral so seriously drawn on p. 157 : ” Only 
the weakling lies and swindles, the strong man loves 
and honours truth. Let us act like the strong man 
in the struggle ” ; or the moan of the honest broker 
on p. 185 : ” If Germany is economically ruined, 
which is the wish of Russia. France, and England, 
and all Allied friends of wretched Servia, it would 
mean the loss of a heavy buyer to America. . . . 
Germany's struggle concerns not only her own des¬ 
tiny, but to a considerable extent (p. 187) that of 
America.” Do not, in fact, ask yourselves whether 
you will side with the nation which has devastated 
Belgium, or with the country which is succouring its 
destitute and outraged citizens ; just fix your minds 



Nov. 7] WITH SWORD AND PEN 107 

on the Business Proposition, which is the only thing 
that cuts any ice. 

“The war,” lament our noble authors, on p. 21, 
“ has severed us from the rest of the world, all our 
cable communications are destroyed. But the winds 
will carry the mighty voice of justice even across the 
ocean. . . . We know (p. 193) that the country of 
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln places 
itself only on the side of a just cause and one worthy 
of humanity’s blessing." And so do we. But we will 
not pursue the subject. It is a pleasant thought to 
leave our honest authors cutting down apple-trees 
(as it were) with George Washington. 

November yth, 1914. 

WITH SWORD AND PEN 

We seem at last in this country to have realized that 
Germany has been lighting us not only with her sword 
in France but with her pen all over the world. Though 
her official diplomatists have discredited themselv^es 
for ever ; though her Press (with the single apparent 
exception of the Vord'dris) has reached a lower depth 
of degradation than the most servile Ananias could 
have imagined possible; and though the “mani¬ 
festoes” of her professors, her men of letters, her men 
of business, have laboriously contradicted them¬ 
selves, each other, and everybody else ; there remains 
a venomous residuum of slime which has percolated 
through the pestiferous channels of mendacity and 
slander into the darker and more distant comers of 
well nigh every country, and has been welcomed by 
the De Wets of every nation. From the very nature 
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of this process, it has largely passed unnoticed by the 
majority of Englishmen. But the time has arrived 
when we can no longer wait for the rare and dignified 
utterances of Red Tape to administer correct reproof 
to liars who have become a common nuisance. It is 
evident that a certain amount of result has been 
obtained by the sheer persistence of these nauseating 
efforts, and by the mere absence of any reasoned 
contradiction. One such result is to be found in the 
beguiling of unhappy Turkey to her doom. In this 
case not much harm will be done by Turkey’s fleet or 
army to ourselves or our Allies ; and Russia positively 
welcomes the final solution by the sword of many an 
Eastern Question. But German propaganda may 
have more hurtful results as time goes on. Her lies 
must be contradicted; her arguments held up to 
ridicule; her bombast shattered. The work of 
spreading suitable literature in all the English-speak¬ 
ing countries and throughout the neutral nations has 
been wisely taken up by the Central Committee, and 
we have welcomed the appearance during the last 
few weeks of a great many books and pamphlets 
which should all help in the cause of fighting in detail 
the constant slanders of the Huns. But among many 
admirable dissertations on the main principles which 
underlie the present war, I select for special notice 
now the essays on “ The Barbarism of Berlin," by Mr. 
G. K. Chesterton, published by Messrs. Cassell & Co., 
and I make no excuse for quoting fairly fully from a 
statement of the case, which is one of the best ex¬ 
amples we remember of this trenchant and imagina¬ 
tive author’s style, 

Mr. Chesterton clears the ground by a few pre- 
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liminary definitions, which is certainly necessary at a 
time when the Prussians are describing the sack of 
Louvain as an example of '' culture,” and deploring 
the ” barbarism ” of the compatriots of Gorky and 
Dostoiesky. ” Barbarism,” in this connection, does 
not connote the atrocities committed by German 
soldiers in Belgium or France ; though if we are 
asked about Russians flogging Polish women, we can 
certainly reply that flogging might be called an 
official formality m comparison with what Germans 
have made Belgian women suffer ; and the unin¬ 
structed Indian or the limited Turco might ” not 
unreasonably ask, after a week-end in Belgium, what 
more diabolical things he could do than the highly 
cultured Germans are doing themselves.” No ; the 
argument goes much deeper than any external mani¬ 
festations of this kind, which, deplorable as they are, 
and more numerous as they have been proved to be 
among Germans than among any other soldiers at the 
front, are, after all, unfortunately discoverable in 
almost every war, in almost every army, and in 
almost every age. The real question at issue goes to 
the heart of what all the world outside Germany has 
agreed to mean by the word ” civilization.” Before 
we define that, let us admit at once that some nations 
have realized the idea implied in it more fully than 
others. To take the simplest instance : an Italian 
peasant is more “civilized” than a Borneo head¬ 
hunter; many “ savage ” tribes survive who have 
never seenor heard of things that are ordinary matters 
to our Italian workmen, such as railway trains or 
telephones or newspapers. Or again, if we are to 
amve at the value of any given civilization by sum- 
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ming-up its material achievements, let us admit at 
once that Russia and some other modern nations may 
not yet enjoy the full blessings of a Krupp’s factory, 
of a Kiel Canal, or of a fleet of Zeppelins. But whether 
we take one standard or another, and whether we 
apply it to savage races who are far off or to European 
communities who are comparatively near at hand, 
we And (in all places except one) the definite striving 
after a recognized constructive ideal which makes for 
the betterment of society, which does not depend upon 
material tests, which is rooted in the twin elements 
of the sacredness of the promise and the recognition 
of reciprocity. Those who have not reached the 
highest ideals of modern civilization, and who are yet 
very far removed from it, would rightly be described 
(in all cases except one) as Negative Barbarians." 
They do not practise certain things because they do 
not know them ; they are perhaps anxious to learn 
them ; they nearly always, at any rate, appreciate 
them when they have been taught; they are imper¬ 
fect, as it were, by accident, not by design. It has 
remained for the fourteenth year of the twentieth 
century to produce before an astonished world the 
revelation of the Prussian, the " Positive Barbarian, 
and this is a distinction not so much of methods as of 
aims, for the Prussian soldier does nothing new when 
he uses atrocious methods of warfare which were com¬ 
mon long ago among the barbarous Afghans and other 
savage tribes. What is really novel about him is that 
he is definitely aiming at the destruction of ideals of 
honesty in a manner quite novel even to the heathen 
Chinee " and to the lowest races now struggUng in 
remote comers of this unquiet planet to improve their 
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intercourse with one another and tlicir neighbours. 
In drawing this distinction Mr. Chesterton has done 
good service, and he illuminates his parable by many 
striking phrases, which all go to show how the nar¬ 
row-minded but very sincere lunacy of the German 
Empire is now^ hard at work attacking the two root 
ideas of national society, the idea of record and 
promise, and the idea of reciprocity. Let us consider 
them in that order, 

“ It is not easy," says our essayist, " to mention 
anything on w^hich the enormous apparatus of human 
life can be said to depend. But if it depends on any¬ 
thing it is on this frail cord, flung from the forgotten 
hills of yesterday to the in\dsible mountains of to¬ 
morrow . . . the Barbarian is trying to cut away 
that cord of honesty and clear record on which hangs 
all that men have made. ’’ Even savages respect men 
who keep a promise ; even Orientals respect a ' ‘ scrap 
of paper." But for the Prussian politician everything 
dissolves before the plea of " necessity." He does 
not see, nor do his philosophical, professorial, social, 
and mercantile supporters see, that if everyone’s 
actions are to be entirely incalculable from hour to 
hour, and are merely to depend upon one side’s idea 
of what " necessity " may be. there is an end not 
merely to all promises, but to all projects too. In 
refusing to understand this, the Germans are on a 
far low'er level, not merely than Russians. Indians, 
Turcos, and the rest, but than most of the primitive 
savages of distant lands, who only hold together at 
all by their recognition of the record and the promise. 
That is why w^e are fighting, and why every nation in 
the world should join us in the fight, "for all that 
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makes life anything but an uncontrollable night¬ 
mare,” and against all people who can promise to 
respect a frontier or a treaty on a Monday, and pro¬ 
pose to cease respecting it when any ” necessity ” 
arises on a Tuesday ; against all people who, with full 
knowledge and experience of the light, deliberately 
obscure it, deliberately wish to put it out, deliberately 
insist at the point of the sword that all other nations, 
as well as their own, should be deprived of it; against 
all ” Positive Barbarians ” like the Prussians. 

Joined to the element of the sacredness of the pro¬ 
mise was, we have said, the recognition of reciprocity. 
Now it is characteristic of the Germans all through 
this campaign, that though they openly proclaim 
their own right to tear up treaties as they please, they 
howl with indignation at the mere idea of anyone else 
infringing in the slightest any compact they imagine 
to exist. The German orders his soldiers to employ 
” methods of frightfulness,” but he bellows with 
horror if someone tells a lie about a dum-dum bullet 
in the armouries of his enemy. Everybody else, in 
fact, is to play the game according to the rules. But 
he is to be allowed to break them whenever he pleases 
owing to some curious divine prerogative which he 
claims solely to possess. The mental mirror which 
reveals to the rest of mankind that there are always 
two parties to every bargain, two sides to every pact, 
is in the German’s mind deliberately broken. And 
this is the nation, above all others, which demands of 
all the rest that it should impose its culture and 
philosophy upon the world! Unfortunately the Ger¬ 
man can back up their barbarous aims by the strength 
of the most perfectly organized military machine. 
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and that is why the strength of the whole of the rest 
of the world is needed to crush both their opinions 
and their arms. 

November i^th, 1914. 

“WE SHALL NOT SHEATHE THE 

SWORD” 

— Th« Prims Ministsr. 

Writing in the second week of the war (in the Field 
for August 15th), I sketched some of the results 
which so gigantic a conflict already implied, and said : 
” Before these things are done neither Russia nor 
France nor England can lay down tlie sword ; and it 
is well that we should realize not merely the terrific 
nature of the struggle that is upon us, but also the 
minimum of those inevitable conditions without 
w'hich w^e cannot bring that struggle to an end. No 
treaties will ever hold a country which violated the 
neutrality of Belgium ; no pledge will ever bind the 
General Staff which bargained with us so disgrace¬ 
fully for our inaction. For these things there is but 
one punishment—continuous, implacable destruc¬ 
tion.” Those words w^ere written three weeks before 
that solemn declaration, ” done at London this fifth 
day of September, 1914.” wLen the Allies agreed that 
no peace should be made w'hich was not acceptable 
to all three ; but even already the " private ” mach¬ 
inations of Messrs. Ramsay MacDonald, Charles 
Trevelyan, Norman Angell, and E. D. Morel had been 
revealed, and since that time we have no doubt that 
their treasonable and dishonourable efforts have been 
conbnued. No one has ever yet forgotten those 
terrible days before the fifth of August, when it 
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almost seemed as if England's honour were to be 
weighed in the balance against the disgraceful con¬ 
siderations urged by these men and others like them. 
They never represented the spirit of the country. 
They" never even represented the political section 
with which some of them were chiefly connected ; for 
the Labour Party soon made it quite clear that it had 
grasped the vital issues of the moment, and that the 
vast mass of the population was ready to fight for 
them as well. The nation has not forgotten that; 
and the Labour members may be sure that the nation 
is behind them in their demand for adequate provi¬ 
sion for the families of our soldiers. But it was 
fitting that the Prime Minister, who has been on 
several occasions the true spokesman of the Empire, 
should have chosen an occasion, just before Parlia¬ 
ment once more assembled, on which to announce 
again the firm determination of the Government to 
fight to a finish. We read his words not merely with 
the gratification due to their complete agreement 
with the views expressed so long beforehand in these 
pages, but with the hope that they will strike a death¬ 
blow to any recrudescence of the pestilent propa¬ 
ganda for a perilous and worthless peace. After 
describing to the brilliant audience gathered in the 
Guildhall how Prussia had been beaten back, in turn, 
from Paris, from Warsaw, and from Calais, Mr. 
Asquith went on : “ But that is not enough ; that is 
not enough. We shall not sheathe the sword, which 
we have not lightly drawn, until Belgium recovers in 
full measure all, and more than all, that she has 
sacrificed. untU France is adequately secured against 
the menace of aggression, until the rights of the 
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smaller nationalities of Europe are placed upon an 
unassailable foundation, until the military domina¬ 
tion of Prussia is fully and finally destroyed." 

Few Lord Mayor’s Banquets since the days of the 
Black Prince or Henry V have ever been held in such 
memorable surroundings. Mr. Arthur Balfour was 
able to refer to the capture of Tsing-tau by Japan as 
" the most dramatic answer perhaps that history 
records to one of the most insolent messages ever sent 
by one sovereign to another," and he added one more 
powerful denunciation to the many already uttered 
against the Prussian treatment of Belgium, and the 
“ crimes, too horrible to deal Nvith on an occasion like 
this, which a reckless and brutal military oppression 
can inflict upon a defenceless civilian population. 
The accumulated infamy of that transaction will 
never be forgotten. ...” It was but appropriate 
after this to hear from Lord Kitchener, who paid a 
magnificent tribute to General Joffre, that " the pro¬ 
gress in military training of those who have already 
enlisted is most remarkable ; the country may well 
be proud of them. But I shall want more men, and 
still more, until the enemy is crushed.” We are 
particularly glad to notice this emphasis on the need 
for more recruits at a time when every possible effort 
is needed if we are to do what is wanted by voluntary 
levies alone. M. Paul Cambon, who was rightly 
described as " not merely a diplomatist but a states¬ 
man,” struck the same note when he spoke of Ger¬ 
many's long preparation for this war, of her powerful 
engines of destruction, of her education of the people 
m the cult of force and the disregard of right, until 
of a nation formerly refined they have made a 
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horde of Barbarians. Europe has submitted before 
to Barbarian invasions, but what she has never seen 
before is Barbarism elevated to a dogma, taught by 
professors, advocated by the highest intellects, sup¬ 
ported by science . . M. Rodin’s generous gift to 
this country of the magnificent collection of his sculp¬ 
ture lately exhibited at Grosvenor House is another 
graceful indication of the ties which unite Great 
Britain to the nation which M. Cambon so worthily 
represents. 

Many who are the friends of France will welcome 
the opportunity, suggested to them this Martinmas, 
of sending their motors, lending their personal 
services, or subscribing their money to the British 
Ambulance Committee. Under the presidency of the 
Duke of Portland, who has the British Ambassador 
in France and M. Cambon as his vice-presidents, this 
committee has received the warmest messages of 
sympathy from the Queen, from Queen Alexandra, 
and from the Prince of Wales ; and we may feel sure 
that the telegram so courteously forwarded to them 
by M. Delcass^, from the President of the French 
Republic, is a real recognition of the lively sentiments 
with which France regards the desire of her Ally to 
help her, not with weapons only, but with the kindlier 
arms of pitifulness and of mercy for her wounded. 
The names of the members of this committee are in 
themselves of very considerable interest, and among 
them we note that Lady Wantage, already beloved 
for innumerable acts of charity, is the widow of that 
distinguished soldier whose lifework was the organiz¬ 
ation of the Volunteers for his own country and of the 
Red Cross for the world. The secretary, on whom 
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most of the hard work naturally falls, bears a name 
which commends itself, in practical experience and 
success, to every motorist. It should be understood 
that this committee would never have been started to 
help France now unless it was known that the 
British Red Cross was. for the time at any rate, able 
to fulfil all the immediate requirements of our own 
wounded at the front.* 

But from a digression suggested by the speech of 
the French Ambassador we must return to our main 
theme, which is the consideration of certain utter¬ 
ances at the Guildhall banquet that deserve to be put 
on record during the first week of Parliament; and 
we come next to Mr. Winston Churchill. He had not 
the happiness to be able to record the striking suc¬ 
cesses which have considerably altered the naval 
picture in the last few days. But he was no less 
resolute than the rest. He reminded his hearers that 
Cornwallis and Nelson had been waiting as many 
years for victory as Sir John Jellicoe has waited 
months. But he went on. " Our turn will come." 
He was to be a true prophet sooner than most of his 
audience can have expected. And he rightly laid 
stress on the cumulative value of a blockade which 
has very few visible results at the present moment ■ 

Ihe economic stringency resulting from a naval 
blockade requires time for it to reach its full effec- 

'''''' booking at it in the third 
month. But wait a bit. Examine it at the sixth 
month and the ninth month, and the twelfth month 
[ e note with relief he went no further], and you \vill 

motor¬ 
doubling that numLr ^ ^ last. It is now 

I 



118 NOT SHEATHE THE SWORD ” [Nov. 14 

begin to see the results—results which will be gradu¬ 
ally achieved, but which will spell the doom of Ger¬ 
many as surely as the approach of winter strikes the 
leaves from the trees.” No one can have welcomed 
more warmly than Mr. Churchill that variation from 
the patience he recommended which was provided 
in the news of the destruction of the Emden and the 
blockading of the Konigsher^. In one thing con¬ 
cerned with this success we are sure we are interpreting 
the sympathy of all our sporting readers. Every 
Englishman who appreciates a capable and honour¬ 
able foe will be glad to know not only that the 
captain of the Emdeji has been saved, unhurt, but 
that he has been allowed to keep a sword that was 
unblemished. Few of his compatriots in the other 
service could say as much. Instead of altering their 
barbarous methods the German soldiers seem to have 
actually increased the ferocity of their fighting in the 
field and of their general methods in this war. This 
does not merely produce the immediate effect upon 
the cooler critic’s mind that they are driven to des¬ 
peration, but it is also gradually hardening a feeling 
of resentment throughout the whole of the rest of the 
world which will, we fear, have far more permanent 
results, and results that will punish the innocent with 
the guilty, for innocent subjects of a guilty nation 
must inevitably be involved in the universal con¬ 
demnation which that nation's methods have 
aroused. This is one of the most terrible penalties 
which the misguided rulers of any country have 
inflicted on those who trusted in them, and while the 
German Empire remains what it is to-day, the birth¬ 
right of its citizens, once well-nigh as splendid as any 
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in the world, is stained and shattered by a shame that 
cannot be escaped. 

In its immediate effects upon the warfare now in 
progress the barbarism of the German pri\’ate soldier 
is even more to be deplored than the appalling 
slaughter which the tactics of their officers necessi¬ 
tate. What that slaughter is may be imagined from 
authentic letters from the front. Writing on Novem¬ 
ber 5th, an Englishman says that “ after one night 
attack two nights ago, that was repulsed, the French, 
when advancing over the ground, counted 3,500 dead 
in front of the trenches of the London Scottish and 
the Carabineers only.” But when in the sheer strain 
of killing is added the unnecessary horrors of super¬ 
fluous cruelty, then one can well understand the 
pressing need for fresh troops to give our regiments 
some rest from their work. The constant use of our 
uniforms, our bugle-calls, our battle-cries, is bad 
enough. But the hideous treatment of our wounded 
and our non-combatants is far worse. The enemy 
have now made a practice of shelling every Red Cross 
hospital they see. Their regard for churches may be 
surmised from the significant order that wounded are 
never to be left inside a church. The helpless on the 
battlefield have an even worse fate. '* The behaviour 
of the Germans,” says another letter-writer on Nov. 

3rd, "was awful . . . all our wounded at hand were 

bayoneted, and they actually bayoneted a medical 
officer {who was already wounded) while he was band¬ 
aging a wounded man. He was found afterwards quite 
dead.” More detaUs of this same atrocious crime are 
pven in another letter describing the fighting of the 
London Scottish: ” They were driven back,” says the 
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\vriter, " into the trenches by force of numbers, and a 
desperate fight took place. Their medical officer, a 
Harley-street specialist called MacNab,was actually 
bayoneted in front of their eyes whilst bending down 
attending to two wounded men. It was bright moon¬ 
light, and he had a white badge and a red cross on his 
arm, and even a blue tunic on so as to be absolutely 
unmistakable, and was of course without arms of any 
sort. . . The letters from which we quote were 
published in the Times, and we may therefore pre¬ 
sume their authenticity, nor need we question their 
veracity. Men do not invent such things. We draw 
attention to them, with the greatest reluctance, be¬ 
cause it must be understood that horrors like this 
and worse will most certainly be perpetrated in this 
country by any German force which is able to effect 
a landing. If recruiting wanted any stimulus we 
should think this would provide it. But we believe 
that our people have begun to realize something of 
what our soldiers are bearing across the Channel. 
Those soldiers have individually got little public 
praise. They ask for none. They ask us to send more 
Englishmen to stand by their side in this fight against 
the Powers of Evil which is assuming more and more 
sinister proportions as the final climax of the desper¬ 
ate German effort is approaching. That call will not 
be made in vain. Bitterness is a bad bedfellow, and 
it has done Berlin very little good. We need not 
imitate that miserable capital. But if anything could 
steel our resolution it would be such dastardly occur¬ 
rences as this ; the Prime Minister may rest assured 
that, until those who perpetrate them are destroyed, 
our sword will never be laid down. 
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December izth, 1914. 

BETHMANN-HOLLWEG AND 

SERAJEVO 

The speech made by the Imperial Chancellor, Herr 
von Bethmann-Hollweg, before the Reichstag on 
December 2nd, 1914. reveals the astonishing fact 
that the German nation is still being kept in ignorance 
by its leaders of the vital truths of a situation whicli 
rests no longer on mere opinion but on the irreproach¬ 
able testimony of the documentary evidence pub¬ 
lished by the Governments of various nations. Un¬ 
fortunately for Bethmann-Hollweg. on the very day 
he was speaking the Yellow Book containing more 
official papers was published by the French Govern¬ 
ment. and the English version (hereafter referred to 
as F.B.) has been published by the Times. Both in 
arrangement and expression this volume is a masterly 
example of French lucidity and logic ; it adds very 
considerably to the knowledge we had already derived 
from the official papers of Russia and of Belgium, and 
is the fullest record of the crisis that has yet appeared. 
R seems, m fact, as if, in the vital investigation still 
in progress as to the real causes of the war " what¬ 
ever record leaps to light " it is invariably ^rmany 
that will be shamed, and their own official publica¬ 
tions were as damning as any of the others from their 

• omissions. The German Min¬ 

isters are afraid to publish all the facts, and we do 

not wonder, for over four million Socialist votes were 
polled at her last elections, represented by one 
hundred and ten Socialist deputies in the Reichstag 
and though these were naturally swept into the popu- 
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lar whirlpool of war it has been extremely important 
for the Imperial Government to persuade them, on 
the one hand, that England, France, and Russia 
were the aggressors, and on the other that they may 
have complete confidence in Prussian command and 
in a German victory. Bethmann-Hollweg has done 
his best in both directions. But the lies of the politi¬ 
cians are doomed to a final failure as ovei'whelming 
as the collapse of the Prussian military machine ; 
and what even invasion may take many months, 
unaided, to accomplish, the disillusionment of a whole 
population may effect with considerable rapidity. 

Rebel predicted that the Socialists would support 
the army at the beginning of the war ; but he clearly 
foresaw serious trouble with them if that war was not 
rapidly successful. He knew what he was talking 
about, and we shall soon see if he was right. 

GERMANY’S BLANK CHEQUE TO AUSTRIA 

Bethmann-Hollweg's lies—there is really no other 
name for them—are the more stupid because of the 
mass of documentary evidence, rebutting them, 
which is in the hands of everyone except his deluded 
fellow-subjects. No more convincing refutation of 
his case than the French Yellow Book provides could 
well be conceived. It does not add much that is 
novel concerning the use made by Prussia of the 
Serajevo murder, except constant testimony to the 
fact that Germany hindered peace at every turn. On 
July 6th, the Russian Foreign Minister pointed out 
to the Austrian Charge d'Afiaires in Petersburg (F.B., 
p. 21) that “No country has suffered more than 
Russia from outrages planned upon foreign territory. 
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Have we ever claimed to adopt against any country 
whatever the measures with which your newspapers 
threaten Servia ? Do not enter upon that path. 
And in the middle of July when Count Tisza had the 
result of the " judicial ” secret inquiry, he refused to 
reveal, even to the Hungarian Chamber, the slightest 
detail. There was none he could safely publish. On 
July 2ist, Herr von Jagow protested (F.B., p. 24) 
that he " was entirely ignorant of the contents" of 
the Austrian ultimatum to Servia, and considering 
that this German Secretary of State had already in¬ 
sisted that no other Power should intervene, M. Jules 
Cambon very shrewdly cabled to Paris, " I could not 
help but be astonished at a declaration which is so 
little in conformity with what circumstances would 
lead one to imagine." But the Secretary’s elaborate 
ignorance is slightly discounted by the fact that the 
Bavarian Prime Minister carelessly let the cat out of 
the bag by telling the French Minister at Munich that 
(F.B., p. 28) he " had cognizance " of the Austrian 
ultimatum. On July 24th M. Cambon spoke quite 
plainly to Herr von Jagow on the same subject (F.B., 
p. 40). "I then asked him if the Berlin Cabinet had 
really been in complete ignorance of the Austrian 
claims before they were communicated to Belgrade, 
and as he replied that this was so, I expressed my 
surprise that he should thus undertake to support 
pretentions, the limit and nature of w'hich he ignored. 
The Belgian Minister at Berlin (F.B., p. 43) shared 
M. Cambon's astonishment (on July 25th) at this un¬ 
wonted generosity. The British Charge d’Affaires at 
Berlin (F.B., p. 46), in face of Herr von Jagow’s ex¬ 
plicit denial (on the same day) of foreknowledge of 
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the ultimatum, was equally at a loss to understand 
" the blank cheque given by Germany to Austria." 
And when, on the day before, the Russian Charge 
d’Affairesat Vienna was instructed to ask for a post¬ 
ponement of the ultimatum (F.B., p. 48), the Austrian 
Foreign Secretary " displayed an icy coldness when 
his interlocutor represented to him that to submit a 
plaint with justificative documents without giving 
time for the study of the dossier was contrary to inter¬ 
national courtesy. Baron Macchio replied that some¬ 
times interest exempted one from being courteous." 

GERMANY DELAYS ALL DIPLOMATIC ACTION 

" If the end pursued by Austria were legitimate," 
said M. Bienvenu-Martin (F.B., p. 39) to the German 
Ambassador in Paris on July 24th, " there might be 
room for discussion on the means." Baron von 
Schoen merely insisted again that no other Power 
must intervene between Austria and Servia. From 
Berlin the impression given to M. Jules Gambon was 
the same. " Everything shows," he writes on July 
24th (F.B., p. 40), " that Germany is prepared to 
support in a thoroughly energetic manner the attitude 
of Austria." Even when the Russian Foreign Minister 
(F.B., p. 57) said to the Austrian Ambassador at 
Petersburg on July 26th, " Take back your ultima¬ 
tum, modify its form, and I will guarantee the result,’* 
neither Austria nor Germany made a move to prevent 
war. The evidence is conclusive, and that is why it 
is necessary to insist at some length on the use made 
of the Serajevo murder. The clumsy wriggling of 
Germany’s diplomatists in face of French clarity of 
speech and logic of thought is finely revealed in the 
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Note of July 26th in Paris (F.B., p. 59): “ M. Berthclot 
then said that to any ordinary mind Germany's atti¬ 
tude could not be explained unless it was leading up 
to war." Even if they were to believe Germany’s 
assertions that she knew nothing of the ultimatum 
beforehand, " how surprising is the refusal of Ger¬ 
many to advise mediation in Vienna now that she 
was acquainted with the extraordinary text, when 
the slightest word of advice given by her to Vienna 
would dispel the nightmare which weighed upon 
Europe. . . . Baron von Schoen, u'ho listened 
smilingly, again replied that Germany had been un¬ 
aware of the Austrian Note . . ." Apart from the 
incautious Bavarian Minister already mentioned, we 
may emphasize this point again by quoting Sir 
M. de Bunsen's despatch of July 30th to Sir Edward 
Grey (P.B.B., p. 52) : " I have private information 
that the German Ambassador knew the text of the 
Austrian ultimatum to Servia before it was despatched 
and telegraphed it to the German Emperor." It is 
also known that only three days after the murder of 
the Archduke, Herr von Jagow sent a despatch to 
the German Ambassador in Vienna, saying, " Please 
ascertain what are the views of Count Berchtold with 
reference to the step to be taken against Servia. If 
the time has come to subject the Royal Government of 
Servia to the will of Austria, the Imperial Govern¬ 
ment will support by force of arms any measures which 
may be deemed necessary to that end." The fact 
that Austria knew that a general war must follow 
t^ir offensive policy against Servia is clear from the 
official German statement that " when the Austrian 
Government apprised Germany of its views and asked 
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for our opinion ... we were perfectly aware that a 
possible warlike attitude of Austria towards Servia 
might bring Russia into the field. ’' This was a recog¬ 
nition of the right of Russia to mobilize in order to 
protect Servia against complete destruction by 
Austria ; but it could not have involved Germany's 
safety ; for if Russia had really wanted a general 
war, involving an attack on Germany, it would have 
been perfectly simple for her to advise Servia to 
reject Austria’s ultimatum without parley, and await 
developments. 

ENGLAND WORKS FOR PEACE 

Germany’s flimsy pretences were (and are) quite 
useless. And the outcry that England “ came in " 
without warning is as baseless as the rest. On July 
27th Sir Edward Grey (F.B., p. 65) *' told the (>rman 
Ambassador [in London] that if Austria invaded 
Servia after the Servian reply she would prove . . . 
that she wished to crush a small State. Then a 
European question would be raised and a war would 
ensue in which all the Powers would take part.” That 
war was precisely Germany’s object, with the proviso 
that we were to be frightened out of it and Russia to 
be held back. It may also be noted that even by 
July 2ist Germany had sent out the warning that 
precedes her actual mobilization ; and by the next 
day the French Ambassador in Berlin (F.B., p. 25) 
noted ” that the slump on the Berlin Bourse con¬ 
tinues, and that pessimistic news is in circulation. 
Germany knew very well (F.B., p. 37 ) that her own 
military party would prevent any peace. She had 
even chosen a moment for her preliminary explosion 
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when the President of the French Republic, with his 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, had left St. 
Petersburg and were at sea. Sir Edward Grey, how¬ 
ever, made one suggestion after another. German 
diplomacy in Berlin kept on delaying with sterile 
questions of form. As M. Jules Cambon exclaimed 
(F.B., p. 69), “ the great object which Sir Edward 
Grey had in \uew was above a question of form. . . . 
I asked the [German] Secretary of State if he had 
pledged himself to follow Austria everj^where blind¬ 
fold. ... As Herr von Jagow did not answer 
clearly, I asked him if Germany wanted war. . . . 
I beg you, in the name of humanity, do not personally 
assume a portion of the responsibility for the catas¬ 
trophe whose preparation you are allowing.” But 
Germany resolutely steered for the rock of that 
catastrophe throughout the whole course of the 
negotiations. Her efforts to keep England out of it 
were as clumsy as the rest. On July 30th Sir Edward 
Grey went so far as to say {P.B.B., p. 55) ; “ If the 
peace of Europe can be preserved, and the present 
crisis safely passed, my own endeavour will be to pro¬ 
mote some arrangement, to which Germany could be 
a party, by which she could be assured that no 
aggressive or hostile policy would be pursued against 
her or her allies by France, Russia, and ourselves, 
jointly or separately.” Germany returned no answer. 
On the same day M. Jules Cambon reminded Herr 
von Jagow (F.B., p. 102) of his promise that Germany 
would not mobilize unless Russia mobilized on the 
German frontier. But Herr von Jagow replied that 
‘ the words I recalled did not constitute a firm 
engagement on his side.” In fact they were not even 
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a scrap of paper. On July 31st Sir Edward Grey told 
the German Ambassador in London (P.B.B., p. 61) 
“ that if Germany could get any reasonable proposal 
put forward. ... I would support it at St. Peters¬ 
burg and Paris, and go the length of saying that if 
Russia and France could not accept it His Majesty's 
Government woidd have nothing more to do with the 
consequences.” It would be impossible to offer more. 
It is also impossible to conceive a more resolute 
refusal of peace than Germany’s. 

THE NEUTRALITY OF BELGIUM 

Let us be clear, finally, as to her attitude about 
Belgium. It soon became evident that Belgium 
would be the most important question for England, 
and in the course of the “ infamous proposal ” made 
by Bethmann-Hollweg, and described in Sir E. 
Goschen’s despatch of July 29 {P.B.B., p. 45 - 6 ), the 
German Chancellor actually suggested that his troops 
should pass through Belgium, " but when the war 
was over Belgian integrity would be respected if she 
had not sided against Germany.” Germany was no 
doubt sincerely afraid that if she did not occupy 
Belgium, France might do so. In face of that sus¬ 
picion only one course was open to us. The neutrality 
of Belgium had been devised not as a pretext for 
war, but as a safeguard against war. Evidently the 
Powers must re-affirm that neutrality in face of the 
particular war now threatened. Both France and 
Belgium immediately re-affirmed it. Germany 
refused. There could no longer be any doubt as to 
her designs. She proposed to invade Belgium because 
it was the easiest way of invading France. On August 
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4th, a telegram (P.B.B., p. 77) was sent to Prince 
Lichnowsky by the Gennan Foreign Secretary', and 
communicated to Sir Edward Grey, by the German 
Embassy in London. It is dated from Berlin on 
August 4th, 1914. It runs as follows : " Please dispel 
any mistrust that may subsist on the part of the 
British Government with regard to our intentions by 
repeating most positively formal assurance that even 
in the case of armed conflict with Belgium. Germany 
will, under no pretence whatever, annex Belgian 
territory. Sincerity of this declaration is borne out by 
the fact that we solemnly pledged our word to Holland 
strictly to respect her neutrality. It is obvious that 
we could not profitably annex Belgian territory with¬ 
out making at the same time territorial acquisitions 
at expense of Holland. Please impress upon Sir E. 
Grey that German army could not be exposed to 
French attack across Belgium, which was planned 
according to absolutely unimpeachable information. 
Germany had consequently to disregard Belgian 
neutrality, it being for her a question of life or death 
to prevent French advance.” ^\'hen we consider this 
in connection with what has happened since, and with 
Germany’s obvious intentions to-day, it becomes only 
natural to read m the latest American protest against 
the German Professors' " Manifestoes ” that almost 
the whole German case might be answered by the one 
word Belgium,” and Belgium herself answered the 
same Manifestoes by the simple and convincing pro¬ 
cess of publishing the brutal proclamations of the 
German Generals in the devastated country they had 
promised to protect, and promised not merely by the 
treaty Germany, France, and England and other 
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Powers had signed long ago, but by the pledge signed 
by the same Powers at the Hague Conference of 1907. 
Germany's surprise that we should be affected by her 
neglect of both these undertakings implies that she 
had also forgotten that in 1870 England had assumed 
the special duty of guarding Belgian neutrality when 
our Ministers were, perhaps, more averse to war than 
any Government before or since. There had been 
several occasions, since then, when the same principle 
had been re-affirmed ; so though the “ scrap of 
paper ” doctrine may be medieval culture, there was 
really no excuse for Bethmann-Hollweg’s horror at 
finding that we still observed it. 

On August 2nd German troops had invaded Luxem¬ 
burg, another guaranteed neutral State. And on 
August 4th the German Government informed 
Belgium that it must " carry out, if necessary by 
force of arms, the measures considered indispensable 
in view of the French menaces." The pretence that 
Belgian neutrality had been already broken by 
French officers, acting with the connivance of the 
Belgian Government, is best answered by Bethmann- 
Hollweg’s own statement in the Reichstag, on that 
same fatal fourth of August, 1914. He then said : 
" We are now in a state of necessity, and necessity 
knows no law. ... The wrong—I speak openly 
that we are committing we will endeavour to make good 
as soon as our military goal has been reached. Not 
a word of protest was raised by his hearers, and in 
November the Kaiser telegraphed to him, on his 
birthday, " Among these men [the true patriots] 
your Excellency occupies the first place. The Ger¬ 
man nation knows it; I know it ; God bless your 
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labours." A little later his Imperial master conferred 
the Iron Cross on his compliant Minister. He could 
hardly assume full responsibility in more evident 
terms. 


THE " DEFENSIVE " WAR 

After this Bethmann-Hollweg's assertion on the 
second of December, 1914, that Germany fought a 
defensive war because she was attacked may give 
the measure of the intellect or the sincerity of the 
Reichstag, but it will convince no one else save his 
own countrymen, who have never been allowed to 
know the truth. Who declared war against her ? 
By whom was she attacked ? By Belgium ? By 
France ? By Russia ? By England ? The German 
Minister in Brussels assured the Belgian Government 
that their territory would not be violated three hours 
before the Uhlans were over the frontier. Without 
a declaration of war, and without any diplomatic 
rupture between France and Germany, German troops 
invaded French territory at three points, and a 
German patrol killed a French soldier. It is clear 
that Austria did not at first believe that Russia 
would or could fight. On July 24th the German 
Ambassador at Vienna told our own ambassador there 
that this was also Germany’s opinion {P.B.B., p. 82). 
Though the documents show that Austria tried to 
keep everybody in the dark except Germany, it might 
be even more correct to say that Germany kept every¬ 
one in the dark including Austria. For at the very 
last moment of the negotiations, Austria, possibly 
realizing the abyss opening at her feet, had agreed to 
discuss matters with Russia. In that quarter too 


132 


BETHMANN-HOLLWEG Pec. 12 


Germany stopped the last hope of peace and, fearing 
that Servia might after all be rescued, deliberately 
took the offensive by flinging her declaration of war 
in Russia’s face. It is as certain that Russia did not 
want war (and was not ready for war), as it is obvious 
that she was compelled to mobilize as soon as 
Austria’s resolve to crush Servia was evident. Ger¬ 
many, on the other hand, though not a principal in 
the immediate dispute, abruptly rushed in as soon as 
there seemed any prospect of a real settlement. That 
action involves the complete abandonment of her 
pretence of fighting in support of Austria. She did 
something entirely different ; for she now dragged 
Austria into her own aggressive quarrel against 
France and Russia. 

FACILIS DESCENSUS AVERNI 

If it be thought that the verdict against Germany, 
hitherto, rests only on evidence given by her enemies, 
let us consider the attitude of her friend, Italy, the 
third partner in her Triple Alliance. On July 25th 
M. Gambon had already written (F.B., p. 43), " It 
would appear that Italy is much surprised, to say 
nothing stronger, at having been kept out of the 
whole affair by her two Allies.” Obviously they dared 
not tell Italy the truth, and by July 26th M. Bienvenu- 
Martin (F.B., p. 54 ) pointed out that ” Italy is only 
bound by the engagements of the Triple Alliance in 
matters in which she has been previously consulted. 
But Italy knew very well that her ” Allies' ” opinions 
of the attitude to be taken up by Russia and England 
were hopelessly mistaken. She soon made that clear. 
On August 1st the French Ambassador in Rome 
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telegraphed (F.B., p. in) to Paris that the German 
Ambassador there had asked the intentions of the 
Italian Government, and “ the Marquis di San 
Giuliano replied that as the war undertaken by 
Austria, especially in view of the consequences which, 
according to the words of the German Ambassador, 
might result from it, had an aggressive character, and 
was not in accordance with the purely defensive 
character of the Triple Alliance, Italy could not take 
part in the war.” From the moment Germany 
authorized Austria’s ultimatum, and refused dis¬ 
cussion about it, war was inevitable, if only because 
Germany knew already that she might lose the 
support of Italy, and realized that she would forfeit 
the confidence of Austria as well if Russia were not 
once more faced {as she had so often been before) by 
German menaces. And the Kaiser considered the 
risk well worth while, not only because Germanic 
predominance in the Balkans was definitely at stake 
but because he thought ” The Day ” had dawned at 
last for realizing his long-nursed projects of dominat¬ 
ing the world from the Euphrates to the Eddystone. 
Instead of Italy, he has taken Turkey to his heart, 
and the change is significant of the recklessness of his 
ambitions. After taunting Russia with her " semi- 
oriental barbarism,” he has allied himself to the last 
remnant of decaying Orientalism in Europe. The 
flood of angry lies which has been poured out over the 
world by Germans from August till December must 
now be intelligible. The man who is hopelessly in 
the wong is always angry. It is invariably the liar 
who doth protest too much. Bethmann-HoIIweg 
began upon that sHppery course, and he has not yet 
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ended his abasement. “ Facilis descensus Averni." 
. . . The Germans will lose this war not as com¬ 
batants but as criminals. 

BETHMANN-HOLLWEG’S “ JUSTIFICATION ” 

It is scarcely necessary to analyse Bethmann- 
Hollweg’s speech of December 2nd in the Reichstag ; 
for it is tarnished with so much deliberate falsehood. 
But it is worth while noticing not only the Imperial 
Chancellor's change from “the wrong that we are 
committing/' on August 4th, but his reasons for that 
change, which (in December, 1914) were : “ Now 
that the Belgian war plans are unveiled in their 
smallest details, the policy of British statesmen is 
branded before the tribunal of history for all time.” 
And what are the plans which are to have this 
momentous result, as well as to justify all “ the 
wrong we are committing ” on August 4th ? They 
are documents, as their German possessors say, which 
refer to such Belgian and British joint action as 
would be possible " in case Germany should violate 
the neutrality of Belgium;’ to whom England had 
given, as recently as 1913, the firm assurance that 
by us at any rate her neutrality would always be 
respected. The guilt, then, both of Belgium and of 
“ British statesmen ” comes to this : that each 
foresaw the possibility of “ the wrong we are com¬ 
mitting ” on August 4th ; and Bethmann-Hollweg 
is very naturally furious with both, almost as furious 
as he was amazed to learn from our Ambassador in 
Berlin (P.B.B., p. 79 ) t^^t “fear of consequences 
could hardly be regarded as an excuse for breaking 
solemn engagements.” The Belgian Grey Book had 
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already published official documents which alone 
give the lie to the German Chancellor’s insinuations. 
They reveal that when the Dutch projects for fortify¬ 
ing Flushing came up in 1911, Bethmann-Hollweg 
refused to make in the Reichstag a declaration which 
both he and his hearers might have had in mind when 
he spoke on the fourth of August, 1914, on the same 
subject. The alternative he chose is very significant ; 
for he assured the Belgian Foreign Office “ that Ger¬ 
many had no intention of violating our neutrality, 
but he considered that by making a public declara¬ 
tion on the subject Germany would weaken her military 
situation in regard to France, which, being reassured 
as regards the northern region, would concentrate all 
its forces on the East." It is true that at a sitting of 
the Budget Commission. Herr von Jagow did say 
that " the neutrality of Belgium has been deter¬ 
mined upon by international conventions, and Ger¬ 
many is determined to respect those conventions." 
But we know (from M. Gambon's experience in 
Berlin) how much faith to put in Herr von Jagow’s 
word. The Belgian Grey Book also shows that, 
within two days of the pacific assurances given 
by the German Minister at Brussels, the German 
Government had sent its famous ultimatum, announc¬ 
ing, in German, that it intended to violate Belgian 
soil, " if necessary by force." It is a curious example 
of the complete lack of humour in German diplomacy 
that the German Minister should have chosen the day 
after this ultimatum (or rather the middle of the 
night) to complain to the Belgian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (of all places in the world) of the alleged 
breaches of international law by France in Germany. 
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Saturday December igth, 1914. 

THE SKULL AND CROSSBONES 

All the news this week has been interesting. 
Among other items, we learn that Egypt is proclaimed 
a British protectorate, with the result that the suze¬ 
rainty of Turkey on the Nile is ended, and German 
battleships have bombarded Whitby, Scarborough, 
and Hartlepool, where they killed or wounded about 
three hundred non-combatants, chiefly women and 
children. The warships ran away as soon as they 
were attacked themselves, so this glorious victory 
over an unarmed population is being loudly cele¬ 
brated in Berlin, which is now gay with flags and 
banners, for this dauntless raid on Albion’s hated 
coasts is even better than torpedoing a steamer full 
of refugee-babies in mid-Channel. When an un¬ 
sportsmanlike professional football team sees that it 
is going to be hopelessly beaten, it generally starts 
" roughing ” its opponents. It tries to hurt the men 
it cannot conquer. Germany has revealed much the 
same state of mind in her last exploit by bombard¬ 
ing some defenceless coast-towns in Yorkshire and 
Durham, and by showing her usual preference for the 

frightfulness ” of damaging cottages and churches. 
It has been so many years since any part of England 
had to suffer this kind of outrage that our easy-going 
population had naturally failed to realize with any 
distinctness what the real possibilities of warfare 
with Germany involved. We did not, in fact, forget 
the sufferings of Belgium, but we never clearly 
envisaged our own feelings when we should be called 
upon to bear the same. Nor did we ever comprehend. 
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in its grim horror, the fact that a modern nation is 
now lighting with all the ruthlessncss of mediaeval 
ferocity tripled in effectiveness by the murderous 
strength of twentieth-century weapons. Now we 
know. It \vUl not, perhaps, be too much to say that 
some of us, while deeply and sincerely sympathizing 
with the loss of life and property involved, are posi¬ 
tively grateful for an object-lesson which will drive 
home to every community in these islands the fact 
that we are fighting for our lives against a bitterly 
vindictive and dishonourable foe. The German raid 
will mean a full Army-corps of new recruits unless we 
are very much mistaken. Germany no doubt 
decided on it not merely with the object of striking 
panic into our souls—her favourite notion of the 
shrinking Englishman—but also with the desire of 
heartening a German population w'hich is just be¬ 
ginning to sliow symptoms of uneasiness and des¬ 
pondency. If so, w'e can only recognize how' char¬ 
acteristic is their source of pleasure. We need not 
assure them that the raid has had no such effect upon 
our population as they imagined ; for they have dis¬ 
covered that already. We need not emphasize the 
further fact that neither our Admiralty nor our ^^'ar 
Office are likely to disturb their larger plans of 
strategy owing to an incident that will have no more 
effect on the campaign as a whole than would an 
air-bomb bursting in the Thiergartcn. But what it is 
necessary to say is that hitherto, in most instances, 
Germany's navy had " fought fair,” in spite of the 
hideous behaviour of her army ; whereas we now 
know that even her sailors are tarred with the same 
brush, and that if justice were done, by all the rules 
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of international law and the Hague Conference, the 
officers responsible for this cold-blooded piracy 
should be hanged at Wapping if caught before the 
war, and suffer an even more conspicuous punish¬ 
ment if only captured after it is over. Paul Jones 
fought H.M.S. Serapis and Countess of Scarborough 
off that coast in 1779, but his behaviour was the pink 
of courtesy compared with that of twentieth-century 
Teutons. Germany now flics the skull and crossbones 
at the masthead of her ships as well as in the fore¬ 
front of her armies ; and those grisly emblems aptly 
typify her doom. 

If this raid had to come, it was perhaps just as well 
it should come at this juncture ; for a certain spirit of 
over-robust confidence had been growing of late in 
consequence of a very fortunate continuance of good 
news. The German army was evidently held up in 
France and Belgium, and equally clearly was having 
a very bad time on the Russian frontier. The brilliant 
successes of Servia had severely crippled the Austrian 
offensive, and stopped all " punitive expeditions ” for 
the time. German ships off South America had been 
handsomely destroyed. We were, in fact, in danger 
of taking things a bit too easily. The truth is that 
Germany is very far from finished yet, though we 
may admit that the reply to her bombardment of the 
English coast has been one of the nastiest broadsides 
from the United States ever delivered in a game of 
long bowls. For so far from having conquered 
American public opinion by the nauseating proceed¬ 
ings of her Ambassador and his agents, she has now 
definitely forfeited the support of the American 
people, and is told by one of the most influential 
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newspapers across the Atlantic that as " Europe can 
never allow Germany to win," it would be better for 
Germany not to ask for Waterloo, Sedan, and St. 
Helena to be rolled into one, but to submit while 
there is yet time. This must be bitter reading to that 
crew of noble German authors who have lost their 
reputations for ever by beslavering the Americans 
with lies. We do not for a moment imagine that it 
will lessen Germany’s resistance. But it does at any 
rate make it clear once more that even if Germany had 
won all the material successes she contemplated in 
this war, she would still have lost so much in prestige, 
in reputation, that she would have been a loathed 
and despised outcast from the honest comity of 
nations and the clean brotherhood of man. As it is 
she will be “ sent to Coventry " for the lifetime of 
this generation at all events, even if she continues her 
existence as an Empire. And by her reckless chal¬ 
lenge to a destiny of which she was not worthy she 
has set in motion elemental forces so gigantic, so 
various in their manifestation, so widespread in their 
effect that no man can foresee the end ; and the mere 
terms of peace by which the details of that end will 
be expressed in terms intelligible to her rulers and 
her population are but a small part of the re-arrange¬ 
ment of the world that must ensue, a re-arrangement 
not only of monarchies, of frontiers, or of dynasties, 
but of wider spheres and deeper sanctions that are 
bounded only by the Gates of Heaven and Hell. 

Our chief immediate business, however, is to end 
the war. And. it may be noted, in passing, that our 
difficulties in doing so provide one of the clearest 
proofs that Germany meant to provoke an offensive 
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struggle at all costs. For those difficulties may 
briefly be summed up in the phrase that she was 
ready and the Allies vvere not. Let us consider a 
moment what that readiness involves, and how long 
it may be supposed to last. A very clearly written 
and outspoken book has just been published by 
Messrs. Pearson called Can Germany Win ? It is 
written by an anonymous American, who does not 
conceal his sympathy for the cause of the Allies, but 
does not shrink from telling them their mistakes very 
plainly. For instance, he urges us not to imagine 
that Germany will be short of men. She had four 
million soldiers out of a population of seventy 
millions when war began. She has added nearly 
three millions since then. She can keep five million 
soldiers fed for two years. Then as to food for the 
rest of her population. In normal years she produces 
twice as much bread as her population can eat; and 
she is now exporting none. In addition, she has one 
cow to every five of her population and one pig to 
every four. That is one reason why sausages and 
cheese are the foundation of the national diet. 
Holland is more likely to starve under present con¬ 
ditions than Germany, who is also buying enormous 
quantities of American grain and tinned meat 
through neutral agents. But the financial question is 
far more serious for her, and this should be very care¬ 
fully considered in the publications of specialists. In 
these pages it is enough to say that robbing Peter to pay 
Paul is not a system which can continue indefinitely 
now that all prospects of righting matters by impos¬ 
ing a smashing indemnity on France have vanished 
The really fatal blow, however, will be dealt by the 
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increasing shortage of copper for Germany’s ammuni¬ 
tion and of petrol and rubber for cars, mechanical 
transport, and airships. This deficiency, combined 
with increasing pressure exercised on both her fron¬ 
tiers by the Allies on East and West, would produce 
its inevitable result even if no other nations joined 
in the fight next year. With a steady stream of men 
going to France from these shores, we are now certain 
of eventual victory. But unless that victory is to be 
too long delayed, there must be no interruption in 
recruits. We believe that incidents like the shelling 

of Scarborough will give us all the voluntary recruits 
we want. 


December 26M, 1914. 

THE RED YULETIDE 

Two very extraordinary articles have been pub¬ 
lished lately. The first is an essay on the Kaiser 
written m 1891 by Jos^ Maria E^ade Queiroz, Portu¬ 
guese Consul-General in Paris, and translated by the 
limes, which published it on December 12th. The 
second IS an article which appeared three days 
afterwards in the Times of New York. The first 
IS a character-sketch which becomes, like all great 
analyses of character, a prophecy ; it deals with the 
probable causes, to be found in the Kaisers former 
personality, for the war that is upon us now. The 
second may well be prophetic, too, though its writer 
would no doubt disclaim any such notion ; it points 
^ inevitable moral of the past four montL, as 

w A see it, and it drives that moral home with 
true Amencan energy. From both sides of the 
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Atlantic, and from periods of^time as far as three and 
twenty years apart, the same terrible lesson emerges ; 
and it is worth while considering it in detail. We 
begin with the Portuguese writer of 1891, and we 
shall quote him freely. 

M. Renan, whose soul, by dint of constant practice 
in scepticism, had acquired the impermeability and 
calm indifference of a cork, declared that death would 
bring him only one regret, that of being unable to 
follow out the final development of the personality 
of the German Emperor. Senor de Queiroz shared 
Renan’s curiosity, and his essay was devoted to the 
inquiry whether—in some later decade—the Kaiser 
“ may be sitting in calm majesty in his Berlin Schloss 
presiding over the destinies of Europe—or he may 
be in the Hotel Metropole in London sadly unpacking 
from his exile’s handbag the battered double crown 
of Germany and Prussia.” Even in the first three 
years of his reign, ” in this first act,” the monarch 
revealed to the Essayist a greater diversity and multi¬ 
plicity of men than ever Hamlet imagined in himself. 
No wonder the world at large was usually perplexed. 
But our Portuguese saw deeper. He saw "simply a 
Hohenzollern, in whom are summed up and in whom 
flourish with immense parade all the qualities of 
Ccesarism, mysticism, sergeantism, red-tapeism, dog¬ 
matism, which alternately characterized the suc¬ 
cessive kings of that most lucky race of petty lords 
of Brandenburg. . . . Hq is nothing hut a dilettante 
of activities.” Even in these early days he claimed, 
above all other men, to be the ally and intimate 
friend of God. " The world has never seen since the 
days of Moses on Sinai, such intimacy, such an 
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alliance, between the creature and the Creator.” Tljc 
attitude thus begun and developed would not so 
much matter, points out the clever Essayist, if 
this Emperor ruled the other side of Asia or were 
hedged round by an active and restraining public 
opinion. ” But being unfortunately in the heart of 
the workshop of Europe, with hundreds of disciplined 
legions, with a people fonned of citizens disciplined 
and obedient as soldiers, William II is the most 
dangerous of sovereigns.” Even before 1S91 he had 
given a promise to his faithful Brandenburgers ; ” I 
will lead you, ' he said, ” to splendid and glorious 
destinies! ” What destinies could he have meant 
save war and conquest ? And with what greater con¬ 
fidence could anyone face war than with the certainty 
of a Divine alliance ? Yet the danger is even greater 
than the reward. For he deliberately risks the crude 
contradiction of hard facts, the proof that his con- 
hdence was but self-mfatuation. And the fall is a 
fall from the very heights of heaven. The final 
passage of the critic’s essay is full of the most im¬ 
pressive thought and imagery. - There was once a 
people.” he writes, ” that proclaimed themselves the 
e ect of God ; but it was proved that God had not 
elected them nor preferred tliem before others, seeing 
that He disdainfully forsook them ; they were over¬ 
thrown with incomparable fury, dispersed through 
the world, lapidated, penned up in ghettos, their 
houses and tombs branded as is branded a counterfeit 
com. W Ilham II runs the awful danger of being cast 
dowri the Gemoniae. ... At the first disaster— 
whether it be inflicted by his burghers or by his people 
m the streets of Berlin, or by allied enemies on the 
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plains of Europe —Germany will at once conclude 
that his much-vaunted alliance with God was the 
trick of a wily despot. Then there will not be stones 
enough from Lorraine to Pomerania to stone this 
counterfeit Moses." 

The New York Times made its stirring appeal to 
the German nation on the day before Germany’s 
"assassin cruisers" bombarded Scarborough and 
Whitby, and the day after the Servians had re-occu¬ 
pied Belgrade. By sea we had avenged our losses in 
the Pacific by a smashing victory near the Falkland 
Islands. On land the Germans were just holding 
their own against Russia, and giving way everywhere 
against the new Franco-British advance. It will be 
remembered as a critical moment in the war, and, if 
we are not mistaken, that moment wU be recalled 
as much by the vigorous pronouncement of United 
States’ opinion as by any other contemporary detail. 
For that pronouncement appeared towards the close 
of a campaign of political propaganda as energetic, 
as reckless, and as expensive as anything the German 
Empire ever undertook. " Germany is doomed to 
sure defeat," said the New York Times. " Bankrupt 
in statesmanship, overmatched in arms, under the 
moral condemnation of the civilized world, befriended 
only by Austria and Turkey . . . she wastes her 
diminishing substance in a hopeless struggle that 
postpones but cannot alter the fatal decree." The 
American writer points out that the emancipation of 
France began when Napoleon was beaten at Water¬ 
loo, was secured when he was exiled to St. Helena, 
and was consolidated by Sedan. " Will the Germans 
bUndly insist on having their Waterloo, their Sedan, 
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and their St. Helena too ? A million Germans have 
been sacrificed ; a million German homes made 
desolate. Must other millions die and let other 
millions mourn before the people of Germany take 
into the court of reason and human liberty their 
appeal from the Imperial military caste that rushes 
them to their ruin? " The cold judgment of the 
neutral critic proceeds implacably in its task of 
demonstrating the ineptitude of German diplomatists 
(of which he has no doubt had experience at first 
hand), and urging the Gemian people to insist upon 
their punishment. He points out that only over¬ 
whelming success by the military machine could have 
compensated for such political inanities, and that the 
military machine promptly took on more than it 
could carry. But these are not the worst symptoms. 
“ There is within the German view an even more 
sinister portent. The n'orld cannot and u'ill not let 
Germany win this war. With her dominating all 
Europe, peace and security would vanish from the 
earth. Two months ago the world only dimly com¬ 
prehended Germany. Now it knows her thoroughly. 
So if England. France, and Russia cannot prevail 
against her, Italy with her two millions, the sturdy 
Hollanders, the Swiss, hard men in a fight, the Danes, 
Greeks, and the men in the Balkans will come to their 
aid to make sure the work is finished once for all.” 
The writer proceeds to urge the German people not 
to pour out more of their blood uselessly, not to go 
on fighting merely because the military caste and the 
diplomatists would be finally ruined by defeat. 
“ Since the more dreadful ending is plain to the view^ 
why not force the better ending now. But this is 
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Revolution. That may be so. Call it so. Definitions 
are useful ; they are not deterrent.” The only alter¬ 
natives are a resistance which wall leave Germany bled 
white, and a penalty which W'ill be in exact proportion 
to her stubbornness. We have never read an appeal 
of such a character as this from the writer of 
one nation to the people of another. It is 
one of the strangest symptoms of this strangest 
of all times that such an appeal should be possible. 
And we must remember that it is w'ritten by one 
who has many million fellow-citizens of German 
blood. The New York Times makes no conceal¬ 
ment of its admiration for what is best in German 
thought and life, but it calls upon the German-bom 
subjects of the United States to reveal the blessings 
of democratic government to their blinded kinsfolk 
w'ho are being sacrificed to military despotism ; it 
urges its German compatriots to spread a little of that 
truth which has filtered into the consciousness of the 
American nation among their miserable brothers-in- 
blood, who are either told lies about the rest of the 
world, or told nothing about the failures of their own 
country's plans ; these unhappy victims of the 
Kaiser's mad ambition must be made to realize, by 
communications from their own kindred overseas, 

” that the enemies they now confront are but the 
first line of civilization's defences against the sword 
that for ever rattles in the scabbard. 

In the first article the Field published on this war 
(August 8th, 1914) I wrote, ” It is not Wurtemburg 
or Bavaria who have done this thing. We believe 
they were as ignorant of the immediate decision as 
ourselves. They must' come in with the leaders ' as 
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they came in 1870. . . . But there is a limit to what 
any people can endure. If the result of years of 
merciless militarism is to be financial ruin, bitter 
distress, immeasurable loss, we do not believe that 
any people as a whole will patiently endure it.” That 
point of view, first stated in these columns, has now 
been endorsed by the best opinion in the neutral 
countries. Bavarians and Wurtemburgers have 
shown they are as brave as any Prussian. If they 
think they are now and then unduly sacrificed (as in 
the Ypres campaign), they know better than to be as 
outspoken as the unhappy Austrians or Hungarians. 
But they are not to be cajoled to infinity by the 
babyish devices of printing " Calais ” on the Ostend 
railway station, or of calling Brussels ” Paris.” They 
have intelligence as well as heart. They may not 
believe the worst until their enemy is across the 
Rhine. But in that dread hour they will feel not 
merely the sting of a material defeat ; they will suffer 
the far more bitter wound inflicted by the continuous 
deception of those in whom they trusted. That 
wound will smart not merely from the hurt inflamed 
by such lying speeches as that of Bethmann-Hollweg 
in the Reichstag earlier in the month ; it will smart 
from the generous shame inspired (when the know¬ 
ledge comes too late) by appreciating what the mur¬ 
ders at Scarborough mean to German honour. A 
peaceful unprotected sea-coast town, where Prince 
Henry of Prussia had been a privileged guest, was 
bombarded ; and in order to conceal the crime from 
their compatriots the German Staff describe Scar¬ 
borough as “ fortified.” Such lies are bound to be 
found out, are certain to be resented by many others 
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besides the sailors who must already loathe them. 
As I wrote on August 15th last : “ There is a ter¬ 
rible reckoning at hand both for the Kaiser and for 
the Prussian General Staff when the mass of their 
countrymen who have hitherto reverenced them both 
shall be burnt by the white heat of truth.” It is 
becoming already manifest that every attack made 
by the Kaiser during his ” defensive war ” has failed. 
I believe that when that failure is driven home to 
the hearts of all his subjects, we shall see a great 
factor added to the successful operations of the 
Allies. And then we must make sure that the sacri¬ 
fices suffered both by ourselves and by the misled 
populations of the German Empire are amply com¬ 
pensated. Only in this sense can we all think of this 
Christmastide as the season of ” Peace, Goodwill to 
men ” ; only in this sense can the sternest Christmas 
Englishmen have ever known be calmly, seriously, 
resolutely transfigured into the sure hope of a brighter 
future. Prussia is fighting with all the vices of 
Yesterday at her back, with no promise save the 
blackness of her past. We fight for To-morrow. Our 
vengeance rides upon the horses of the Dawn. 
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SOME ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS 


Brussels, August 20th, 1914. 

German troops will pass through Brussels to-day 
and the following days, and are compelled by circum¬ 
stances to require the City to pro\ide lodgings, food, 
and supplies. These services will be regularly paid 
for through the Municipal Authorities. 

SiXT VON Arnim, 

The General Commanding the Army Corps. 
NO QUARTER+ 

From the Diary of Reservist Reinhardt Breuneisen 
4th Comp. ii2th Regt: 

'• T * X ^ ^ August 2ist, 1914. 

M Bngade Orders, August 21st, 1914 

Mulhausen . All Frenchmen, whether wounded or 
not. who fall into our hands, are to be kUled. No 
prisoners are to be taken." 

No. 5. 

OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE COMMANDER 
TV. -r 1-1 german army! 

wJst^ cut off towards the 

Paris' days’ march from 

Brussels, 

nunfbe™ e/er to th°e °™bered. The,, 

g>vember 20th to December from 

toalogue of that ExhibitioD entitled V* ? “ «>e 

if xr^' n°*’^^®®®®^^actsIdesiretoevnr^ ^ German Invasion 

as"am?e„“c 

<»“ Retreat from Mon,. 

I *49 
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No. 9. 

The German Governor of the City of Li^ge, Lieut.- 
General Kolewe, posted up yesterday the following 
notice : 

TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE CITY OF IJECE : 

“ The Burgomaster of Brussels has informed the 
German Commander that the French Government has 
notified the Bcieian Government of the impossibility of 
their rendering them offensive assistance in any manner, 
as they are themselves compelled to act on the defensive. ” 

I EMPHATICALLY DENY THIS STATEMENT ! 

The Burgomaster, Adolphe Max. 
Brussels, August 30th, 1914. 

No. 12. 

PROCLAMATION 

All resistance or revolt against the German rule 
will be suppressed without mercy. 

Given at Brussels, September 2nd, 1914. 

The Governor-General, Baron von der Goltz, 

Field-Marshal. 

No. 16. 

NEWS PUBLISHED BY THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT 

London. September Sih [Retder) German 
squadron, composed of two cruisers and four torpedo- 
boats, has captured fifteen English fishing boats in 
the North Sea and taken numerous prisoners to 

Wilhelmshaven. 

The German Military Government. 


No. 18. 

NEWS PUBLISHED BY THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT 

Correspondence between Germany and Belpum after 

the taking of LUge.^. . . “ The fort 
taken by assault after a gallant defence. The German 
Government regrets exceedingly that the mannt^ m 
which the Belgian Government acted tow^ds Ger 
many made bloody encounters necessary. Germany 
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does not come into Belgium as an enemy. It is only 
through being forced by circumstances, and in view 
of the military arrangements made by France that 
she has been compelled to take the grave resolution of 
penetrating into Belgium, and that she has had to 
occupy Liege as a base for iier future military opera¬ 
tions. The Belgian army, having by its heroic 
resistance against greatly superior forces, protected 
in the most brilliant manner the honour of its arms, 
the German Government begs His Majesty the King 
and the Belgian Government to spare B. lgium tlie 
continuance of the horrors of war. The German 
Government is ready to make with Bt lgium any 
agreement which may in any way be rendered com¬ 
patible with the difference between themselves and 
France. Gennany affirms anew in the most solemn 
manner, that she was not guided by the intention of 
appropriating Belgian territory, and that this inten¬ 
tion is quite foreign to her. Germany is still ready to 
evacuate immediately the Kingdom of Belgiurn as 
so^ as the situation in the theatre of war permits it " 
The reply received. August 13th. from Belgium, is 
drawn up as follows : " The proposition w'iiich has 
been submitted to us by the German Government 
the demand drawn up in tlie ultimatum of 
August 2nd. Faithful to her international obliga¬ 
tions. Belgium can only repeat her reply to this u?ti- 
matum more especially as, since August 3rd her 
neutrality has been violated and a grievous war 
waged on her soil, and as the Powers |uaranteeing 

felly lo'^.^e^calUor aid immediately and 

The German Military Government 

No. 18. 

news published by the german government 
Bcdm September gth.~Our troops are contimnllv 
finding that the English and French prisoner^ 

.«ppt Af .nd 
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NEWS PUBLISHED BY THE GERMAN 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT 

Berlin, September Toth.—The Norddeiiische Allge- 
meine Zeitung publishes the following telegram sent 
by the Emperor to Mr. Wilson, President of the 
United States : 

“ I consider it my duty to inform you, as the most 
distinguished representative of humanitarian principles, 
of the fact that my troops found, after the taking of the 
French fortress of Longwy, in that place, thousands of 
dum-dum bullets^ made by the special factories of the 
Government. Bullets of the same kind have been found 
on dead English soldiers, also on the wounded and 
prisoners. You are aware of the terrible wounds and suf¬ 
ferings caused by these bullets, and that their use is for¬ 
bidden by the recognized principles of international law. 
I, therefore, make a solemn protest against this manner of 
making war which has become, thanks to the methods 
of our enemies, one of the most barbarous in history. 

“ Not only have they themselves used this cruel 
weapon, but the Belgian Government has openly en¬ 
couraged the civilian population to take part in this war 
which they carefully prepared for a long time. The 
atrocities committed, in this guerilla warfare, by 
women, and even by priests, against wounded soldiers, 
doctors, and nurses (doctors have been killed and 
hospitals fired upon) have been such that my Generals 
were at last compelled to adopt the most severe 
measures to punish the guilty, and prevent the blood¬ 
thirsty population from continuing these horrible 
criminal acts. Several villages, and even the city of 
Louvain, have been destroyed (except the beautiful 
Town Hall) in the interests of our defence and the pro¬ 
tection of my troops. My heart bleeds when I see that 
such measures were made inevitable, and when I think 
of the number of innocent persons who have lost their 
homes and their goods owing to the acts of the 
criminals in question. 


“ Wilhelm I.R.” 
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No. 34. 

NEWS PUBLISHED BY THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT 

Berlin, September 22nd .—During the night of the 
19th to the 20th September, Major Charles-Alicc 
Yate, of the Yorkshire Light Infantry, escaped from 
Torgau, where he was a prisoner of war. This is the 
English officer of wliom it was stated the other day 
that he did not deny, on inquiry, the fact that the 
English troops have been supplied with dum-dum 
bullets. During this inquiry he stated that soldiers 
must of necessity use the ammunition supplied to 
them by the Government. The fugitive is about 5 ft. 
6 in. in height, is slim, fair, and speaks German well. 
The German Military Government. 

November 2Sth, 1914. 

THE EXPANDING BULLET MYTH 
From the Field for Nov. 28th, 1914, p. 918: 

Two notes appended to the memorandum com¬ 
municated by the War Office respecting British and 
Geiman Service ammunition contain interesting ob¬ 
servations by Sir Victor Horsley on the so-called 
“ explosive effects ” of high velocity enveloped rifle 
bullets, and also on the Mark IV revolver bullet. In 
these columns last week the memorandum itself was 
referred to. It enumerates the international regula¬ 
tions with regard to expansive bullets, which were 
dealt with in detail in the Field on August 22nd las^ 
The British service bullet used in the Mark Vll 
cartridge, weighing 174 grains, is completely en¬ 
veloped in cupro-nickel except at the base where the 
core is inserted. It is pointed, and the muzzle velo¬ 
city is 2^0 f.s. The German service cartridge has a 
pointed bullet, and the muzzle velocity is 
stated in the memorandum to be 2970 f s The 
accepted figure is 2820 f.s., and the recent Field test 
showed 2870 f.s. Both bullets conform wth the 
provisions of The Hague Convention of i8qq. There 
is, however evidence that Germany has not confined 
herself solely to the use of this unobjectionable am- 
mumtion. Both m Togoland and in France German 
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THE FORGED " DUM-DUM ” LETTER. 



SIX SIGNATURES OF COLONEL 
GORDON. 






OldoU- 




signature in 1908. which was 
copied in the forgery of 19M. 

2. His signature in the forged letter 

of 1914. 

3. His signature in 1910. 

4. In 1912. 

5. In 1911. 

6. In 1911. 





3- V l<iK 


The last four signatures will be noticed 
as being entirely diflferent both from 
the signature used in 1908 and from the 
forgery of 1914, 


OV\ A. UjL (i 




I - 




« 



^ A U, 


The words »»ic. with, and in (twice 
over), showing that the forgery of 1914 
IS a bad copy even of the 1908 writing. 

The word tn occurring the second 
time m the forgery of 19U and shown to 
be even more unlike the same word in 
the bandwritmg of 1912. 
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troops have used bullets with a soft core and a hard, 
thin envelope not entirely covering the core, which 
type of bullet is expressly prohibited by The Hague 
Convention. Instances and evidence are given at 
length. Vague accusations from German sources to 
the effect that dum-dum bullets had been found on 
the bodies of dead British soldiers and on the persons 
of British prisoners of war finally took specific form 
in a reference to certain “ flat-nosed revolver am¬ 
munition." This can only refer to the Marks IV and 
y pattern revolver ammunition with a flat fore-end 
instead of the usual conical fore-end. The bullet is 
sohd, and has neither a hard envelope nor a soft core. 
It cannot by any stretch of imagination be described 
as " soft nosed." The question whether it " expands 
or flattens easily in the human body ” is readily 
answered. When the shape was first adopted most 
careful experiments were made by the War Office to 
ascertain whether the bullet on striking was subject 
to more deformation than bullets with the usual 
conical end. The deformation was found to be less 
than that of the conical bullet, to wliich exception has 
never been and could not be taken. " The German 
official and other statements that British troops are 
employing projectiles prohibited by The Hague Con¬ 
vention is, therefore, not only untrue, but would ap¬ 
pear to have been made for the sole purpose of justi¬ 
fying the previous issue to, and use by, German troops 
of projectiles which do most undoubtedly contravene 
The Hague regulations." 

Following is the text of Sir Victor Horsley’s report 
on the .303 (174 grains) Mark VII British service 
bullets in reference to the effects produced on living 
tissues by high-velocity projectiles: 

“ The modern pointed nickel-shcathed bullet, as used 
in our service, is probably the most humane projectile 
yet devised. Tlie two determining provisions of The 
Hague Conventions, 1899 and 1907, concerning rifle 
bullets are quite clear; firstly, that the structure of the 
bullet must be such that it should not easily become 
flattened nor deformed in shape, and, therefore, 
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secondly, it should not inflict a wound which, while 
effecting its necessary object of disabling, caused un¬ 
necessary suffering, in its design and manufacture the 
British service bullet fulfils these requirements more 
completely than any other projectile. The long solid 
point, consisting almost entirely of the hard nickel 
sheath, precludes, as far as possible, tendency to de¬ 
formation of shape, and in like manner the strengtli 
of the sheath prevents the bullet breaking up into frag¬ 
ments save under very exceptional circumstances— i.e., 
after a ricochet, etc. So-called explosive effects are 
sometimes caused by any projectile under the circum¬ 
stance of a bullet fired at relatively short range or 
possessing a residual velocity exceeding 1500 f.s. 
[Possibly 2500 f.s. may here be meant.— Ed.] and pass¬ 
ing through a closed bony cavity (such as the skull or 
centre of a hollow bone) containing fluid or semi-fluid 
and viscous contents—e.g., marrow or brain. Under 
these circumstances, the velocity being imparted to the 
particles of fluid, there is set up a hydro-dynamic force 
of considerable disruptive power, and the comminution 
of bone thus occasionally produced has been mis¬ 
takenly attributed to a bullet of an expanding or so- 
called explosive kind. It has been suggested that the 
ong, narrow point of the British and German bullets 
leads to the projectile turning over around a transverse 
axis during its penetration of solid substances, and that 
this might account in part for the severity of the injuries 
under certain circumstances. That this is not the case is, 

I would submit, proved by my experiments on the effect 
of firing long, cylindrical bullets with very hieh veloci¬ 
ties into moist clay. These researches showed that the 
disruptive effect was due to the speed of the bullet, and 

the occasional turning over of the pro- 
jectile. 1 here is therefore, no ground whatever for the 
statement that the British service rifle bullet is other 

out in the fullest possible man¬ 
ner the provisions of The Hague Convention.” 

is flat-nosed revolver bullet Mark IV 

" The question whether the flat-nosed revolver bullet 
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Mark IV, at present in occasional use by His Majesty’s 
forces, fulHls the provision of The Hague Convention, 
1899 and 1907, may be answered at once in the affirma¬ 
tive by the results of direct experimental researches in¬ 
cluding my own. In the first place, as regards possible 
expansion and deformation, I found that solid cylindrical 
bullets such as Mark IV when stopped by varying sub¬ 
stances— e.g., clay, wood, flat bone, etc.—exhibit very 
little deformation. Deformation when present consists 
in a slight setting up of the fore-end, this seldom increas¬ 
ing the transverse diameter more than about 10 to 15 per 
cent. 1 have also seen the result of independent re¬ 
searches made for His Majesty’s War Department of 
firing such bullets into planks of wood in which the same 
absence of deformation was also observed. The revolver 
bullet Mark IV is, therefore, in no sense an expanding 
projectile. In the second place, inasmuch as my ex¬ 
periments showed that the wounding effects in living 
tissues depend primarily on the velocity of the projectile, 
a revolver bullet necessarily produces a relatively small 
disruptive effect. Further, the same researches estab¬ 
lished the fact that the influence of the sectional area of 
the bullet remains the same whatever the shape of the 
fore-end— i.e., whether the bullet is a conically ended or 
square-ended cylinder. The wounding effect due to the 
diameter of the projectile depends on its possible in¬ 
crease by deformation, and, inasmuch as that in the case 
of the revolver bullet Mark IV is notably small, there is 
no question but that the flat-nosed revolver bullet Mark 
IV is in full accord with the provisions of The Hague 


Convention.” . 

COMMUNE OF GRIVEGNEE 

Major Dieckmann gives notice to the persons 

^"^i^^Before 6 p.m. on the afternoon of September 6th 
1914, all arms, munitions, explosives and fireworks still 
in possession of the citizens shall be gi\en ^ 
Chateau des Bruy^res. Whoever does not do this will 
be liable to the penalty of death. He will be shot on 
the spot, or executed, unless he can prove that he was 

not to blame. 
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j. All inmates of Inliabiiucl houses in the places ot 
Bc\ ne, Ileiisay, Boi-. ile BreiiK and h ier<.)n must be 
indoors by ni^dufull (to-day lioin 7 p.ni. tjennan liiue). 
'J he aforesaid houses must liave liglits kept burnin;^' as 
as aiiv inhabitant is still about. 1 he <luors must 

3 •* 

be shut. .Anyone not obeying these orders exj)oses 
himself to severe penalties. Resistance to the orders 
entails the penalty of dcalli. 

3. The Commandant must not meet any ditlicultics 
when domiciliarv visits arc made. .Ml rooms must be 
thrown open on the summons. .All opposition will be 
seserely punished. 

4. I rom 9 a.m. on September 7th 1 shall permit the 
houses ol He>rte, llcnsay, Cirivcgnec and Hois dc Hreux 
to be occupied by their former inmates, as long as no 
formal prohibition to slay in them has been pronounced 
to the alorcsaitl inhabitants. 


5. In or<ier that it may be certain that no abuse is 
made of ihi'> permission, the Hurgomasters of Hcyne, 
Hensay, and Grivegnee must draw up at once a list 
of persons w ho \\ ill be kept as lujslages, changed every 
24 hoi'.rs, in Fort 1 ‘leron. The lirst list to be drawn 
up for the hours of b p.m., September 6ih, to 6 p.m., 
September 7th. I he h\’cs of iliesc hostages arc at 
stab'e if the p'lpulation of the abo\e-named communes 
docs not In ■. p quiet und. r all circumstances. 


tv lUi.i- 


tb.e n' .hi it is slricilv 


forbidden to make 


any > with ;hts. Bicycles may only be used 

' ■' - ’ 'Ti' and 3 p.m, (German lime). 

1 >hall '•.•ot, oii'--ide the lists given me, persons who 
from t 11 on one day to noon on the next have to stay 

relieving hostage docs not appear 
I'U'• :i; lil., the first hostage will be detained for another 
24 hours in the fort. After a second 24 hours he may¬ 
be shot if Ill's substitute docs not appear. 

7 - In the first class among hostages will be placed 
the priests, the burgomasters, and the members of the 
administration of the communes. 


8. I require that all civilians moving about in my 
sphere of command, and especially those of Bevne 
Hensay, Bois de Breux and Grivegnee, shall show re- 
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spect to German officers by taking off their hats and 
bringing their hands to their heads in a military salute. 
In case of doubt whether an officer is in question, any 
German soldier should be saluted. Anyone failing in 
this must expect a German soldier to exact respect 
from him by any method. 

9. German soldiers may search carts, bundles, etc., 
belonging to the inhabitants of the district. All dis¬ 
obedience will be severely punished. 

10. Anyone who knows that a greater quantity than 
too litres of petrol, benzine, benzol or similar liquors is 
stored in any place in the above-named communes, 
and fails to give notice to the military commandant, 
when there is no doubt about the place or the quantity, 
incurs the penalty of death. Only quantities above 100 
litres are in question. 

11. Any person not obeying without delay the order, 
“ Hold up your hands,” is liable to be put to death. 

12. The entry of the Chateau des Bruy^res and its 
avenues is forbidden, on pain of death, from dusk to 
dawn (at present from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m., German time) 
to all, save soldiers of the German army. 

13. During the day the Chateau may only be entered 
by the north-west gate, where the guard is, and only 
by persons with tickets. All assembly in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the guard house is forbidden in the interest 
of the population. 

14. Anyone who circulates false news which might 
injure the moral of the German troops, and also any¬ 
one who in any way tries to take measures injurious 
to the German army is held suspect, and may be shot 
on the spot. 

15. While by the above directions the inhabitants of 
the region round Fort B are menaced with severe 
penalties if they break these rules in any manner, these 
same inhabitants may, if they conduct themselves 
peaceably, count on benevolent protection and succour 
on all occasions when they may be wronged. 

16. A requisition for a fixed quantity of cattle will be 
made daily between 10 and 12 and 2 and 3 at the Chateau 
des Bruy^res at the office of the Cattle Commission. 
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17 Anyone who, under the of the emblem of the 
Swiss Convention (ne.. the Red Cros^), harms or tries 
to harm the Germany army will be handed on discovery. 

{Signed) Dieckmann. 

Major-Commandant. 

{Correct copy : Victor Hodcige, Burgomaster, 
Grivegnie, September 8 //j, 1914-) 

No. 25. 

NEWS PUBLISHED BY THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT* 

Berlin. September i.\th {Ojjicial).—\n the Western 
theatre of war (France) some engagements have taken 
place, of which the details cannot yet be published. 
These have led to a battle which is favourable for us. 
All the reports upon this subject spread by the 
enemy, by all the moans available. gi\ung the situa¬ 
tion as unfavourable to us. are false. 

The German Military Government. 

No. 31. 

OFFICI.-a NOTICE 

Places in the neighbourhood of which the telegraph 
or telephone wires are destroyed will have to pay a 
war indemnity whether the inhabitants arc guilty or 
not. 

Baron von der Goltz, 

General Field-Marshal. 
Brussels, September 17th, 1914. 

No. 33. 

RHEIMS CATHEDRAL 

NEWS PUBLISHED BY THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT 

Berlin, September 21st {Official, arrived Sunday 
night). —. . . Rheims is on the line of the fighting, so 
that we are compelled by the French to return their 
fire. To our regret, therefore, the city will be dam¬ 
aged, but orders have been given to spare the 
Cathedral as much as possible. 

German Military Government. 

• This vas alter the Gerirtan retreat from the Maine to the 
Aisne. 
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No. 36. 

NEWS PUBLISHED BY THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT 

Berlin, Scpteinhcr 2^rd {Ojficial report of last ni^hi). 
—. . . Bv special order of the Chief German Com¬ 
mander, the Cathedral was to be spared, providing 
that the enemy did not use it to their advantage. 
From September 20th the white flag was floating 
over the Cathedral and was respected by us. Despite 
these facts, we were able to note the presence of an 
observation post on the tower, which accounted for 
the excellent effect of the enemy’s fire on our 
infantry. From that moment it was necessary to 
destroy this point of observation, which was done by 
shrapnel fire from our field artillery. Our heavy 
artillery was never peimitted to take part in this 
firing. Since the post of observation has disappeared, 
we have observed that the towers and exterior facade 
of the Cathedral have not been destroyed and that 
only the roof has been destroyed by the flames. The 
troops have, therefore, not gone further in their 
attack than was necessary. The responsibility, con¬ 
sequently, rests with the enemy who have attempted 
to abuse a venerable building by placing it under the 

white flag. . _ ^ 

Berlin, September 2^rd (Official ).—. . . Orders had 
been given to spare the celebrated Cathedral during 
this bombardment. If. in spite of this, it were con¬ 
firmed that, during the burning of Rheims, caused by 
the bombardment, the Cathedral had suffered (which 
we cannot yet verify) nobody would regret it more 
than ourselves. The responsibility would rest with 
the French alone, who have made Rheims a fortified 
place and made it the principal support of their 

position of defence. ^ 

The German Military Government. 

No. 72. 

NEWS PUBLISHED BY THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT 

Berlin, October J^th {Ol/icial of yesterday noon) — 
In the immediate vicinity of the Cathedral of 
Rheims, the presence of two heavy French batteries 
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was observed ; light signals from the top of one of 
the towers of the Cathedral were also seen. It goes 
without saving that all hostile measures against our 
troops, and all the means used in their exeniti' <n. arc 
opposed bv us without regard to the pr«-s< rvatinn of 
the Cathedral. Tlie Frmch. therefore, will bear ilie 
responsibility now. as before, if the venerable monu¬ 
ment becomes a victim of the war. 

Vienna. October Tlie Sw.islavii^ch' Korre^- 

pondenz publishes this inform.ition from Const.mti- 
nople; According to the news of the T\irkish papers in 
Telicran, the paper Schenis. of Asclikabad (Indi.ib 
states that the son of the Emir of Afghanistan is sup¬ 
posed to have attacked and crossed the Inclian 
frontier with an army. The same paper states from 
Simla : The appearance of the cruiser Emdcn before 
Madras created great excitement amongst the 
Nationalist Party of the Citv. Attempts have been 
made against the English officials. Tlie authors are 
supposed to be members of the Independence of 
India Party. Among the very warlike Sikhs also, 
in the North of India, a revolutionary movement has 
broken out. 

The German Military Government. 

No. 37. 

NOTICE 

I remind the inhabitants of Brussels and its suburbs 
that it is strictly forbidden to sell or distribute news¬ 
papers which are not expressly approved by the 
Gorman Military Governor. Any infringements of 
this rule will entail the immediate arrest of the 
vendors and long terms of imprisonment. 

The Military Governor, Baron von Luttwitz. 

_ , ^ General. 

rSrussels, September 22nd, 1914. 

No. 38. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

German Government ordered that payment 
should be made on presentation of requisition 
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vouchers, fully supposing that the city would volun¬ 
tarily pay the whole of the war indemnity which has 
been levied. 

It is only on these terms that the specially favour¬ 
able treatment which the City of Brussels has en¬ 
joyed, can be justified, compared with all the other 
towns of Belgium which will only have their requisi¬ 
tion vouchers repaid at the conclusion of the war. 

As the Commune Administration of Brussels 
refuses to pay the remainder of the war indemnity no 
requisition voucher will be paid from this date by the 
Government. 

The Governor, Baron von Luttwitz, 

General^Major, 

Brussels, September 24th, 1914- 
No. 49. 

NOTICE 

During the night of September 25th, the railway 
and telegraph lines were destroyed between Loven- 
joul and Vertryck. As a result of this the two 
localities named have, on the morning of September 
30th, had to render an account and give hostages. 

In future, the localities nearest the spots where 
similar deeds occur will be punished without mercy, 
whether they are guilty or not. To this end hostages 
have been taken from all the localities in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the railways threatened by similar 
attacks, and at the first attempt to destroy the rail¬ 
way, telegraph, or telephone lines they will be shot 
immediately. 

Moreover, the troops guarding the railways have 
orders to shoot any person approaching in a suspicious 
manner the railway, telegraph, or telephone lines. 

The Governor-General in Belgium, 

Baron von der Goltz, Field-Marshal. 

Brussels, October ist, 1914 - 

No. 57. 

notice 

In the parts of the country occupied by German 
troops, the Belgian Government has sent to the 
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militia of several classes orders to rejoin. Those 
Belgian orders are not valid. Only the orders of the 
German Government General, and of the authorities 
acting under it are valid in the said part of the country. 

IWs, strictly forbidden that those who receive these 
Belgian orders should obey them. 

In future militia-mm must not leave their present 
place of residence (town or suburb) without being 
specially authorized to do so by the German 
Administration. 

In case of infringement the family of the militia¬ 
men will ecjually be held responsible. 

The militia-men in possession of orders to rejoin, 
or of a matriculation medal, will be treated as 
prisoners of ivar. 

The Governor-General in Belgium, 

Baron von der Goltz, field-Marshal. 

Brussels, October 7th, 1914. 

No. 67. PUNISHMENTS 

NOTICE 

Recently I have had to sentence various people to 
the following penalties : 

To two months’ imprisonment : 

The Belgian subject, Francois Colson, domiciled in 
Brussels, for insults against German subjects. 

To four months’ imprisonment : 

The Belgian subject, Adolphe Thomas, domiciled 
in Brussels, for purposely knocking up against 
German officers in the open street. 

To six months’ imprisonment : 

The French subject, Louis Prost, for having cir¬ 
culated copies of l>ing news of the war. reproduced 
by dactylography. 

Further, the legally appointed War Courts have 
punished. 

With one year’s imprisonment : 

The Belgian subject, Jean Lecocq, and Edith 

Carter, of English nationality, for having given 

utterance to insults against members of the German 
army. 

M 
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The publication of these sentences should serve as 
a warning to the people of Brussels. If similar 
offences are repeated the penalties will be increased. 

Military Governor of Brussels 

Baron von Luttwitz, General. 

Brussels, October 19th, 1914. 

VON BULOW AT ANDENNE 

The sixth report of the Belgian Commission of 
Inquiry on the Violation of the Rules of the Rights of 
Nations, and of the Laws and Customs of War, was 
issued at Havre, November loth, 1914. and is 
addressed to Monsieur Carton de Wiart, Belgian 
Minister of Justice. 

The following is an extract from a proclamation to 
the communal authorities of the town of Liege : 

“ August 22nd, 1914. 

“The inhabitants of the town of Andenne, after 
having protested their peaceful intentions, made a 
treacherous surprise attack on our troops. 

“ It was with my consent that the General had the 
whole place burnt down and about 100 people shot. 

“ I bring this fact to the knowledge of the town of 
Li^ge, so that its inhabitants may know the fate with 
which they are threatened, if they take up a similiar 
attitude. 

“The General Commanding-in-Chief, 

“ VON Bulow.” 

NAMUR 

A proclamation posted up in Namur on August 
25th, 1914, and signed by von Billow, contained the 
following : 

“ I. The Belgian and French soldiers must be deliv¬ 
ered as prisoners of war before 4 o’clock in front of the 
prison. Citizens who do not obey will be condemned 
to hard labour for life in Germany. 

“ A rigorous inspection of houses will commence at 
4 o’clock. Every soldier found will be immediately shot. 

“ 2. Arms, powder, and dynamite must be given up 
at 4 o’clock. Penalty : being shot. 
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“ Citizens who know of a store of the above must in¬ 
form the Burgomaster, under pain of hard labour for life. 

“ 3. Every street will be occupied by a Gcrnian 
guard, who will take ten hostages from each street, 
whom they will keep under surveillance. If there is 
any rising in the street, the ten hostages will be shot.” 


WAVRE 

A letter sent by Lieutenant-General von Nieber to 
the Burgomaster of Wavre on August 27tb. IQ14, 
recalls that on August 22nd General \'on Bltlow im¬ 
posed on the town of \\'a\Te a war lev\' of 3,000.ooof. 
(/120.000),payable up till September is't, and demands 
the payment of £80,000 in gold, and a declaration 
that the balance, £40.000, would be paid without 
default on September ist The letter ends with the 
threat: ” The town of W’avre will be set on fire and 
destroyed if the payment is not made wlien due : 
without distinction of persons, the innocent wili 
suffer with the guilty.” 

The report from which these extracts are quoted is 
signed by M. Cooreman and Count Goblet d’Alnella. 


KRIEGS-CHRONIK 

AN OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY THE BRITISH 

PRESS BUREAU ! 

Arnong the not-infrequent Gci-man pamphlets 
seized by the Custom House authorities from aliens 
at ports of landing, some are printed in English (or 
wliat is expected to pass for English), others are in 
the original tongue. Among the latter is a little 
volume called Kriegs-Chronik. consisting partly of a 
highly untrustworthy chronicle of the war, partly of 
soldiers letters from the front. As showing the 

m thought of the enemy, these last have 
considerable value. It is not the truth or falsehood 
ot he tales in thcm tliat matters, but the applause 
and self-congratulations of the writers on deeds of 
gross treachery and cruelly claimed to have been 
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done by the writers themselves or their comrades. 
The following may serve as examples : 

1. Bold Exploit of T'ioo Dragoons from Duisburg (p. 
27).—“ A patrol of German dragoons entering a village 
incautiously were surprised to find it occupied by the 
French. The majority escaped, but the two leading men 
were surrounded by eight P'rench infantry soldiers. 
They pretended to surrender (s/e ergaben sick anschein- 
end), but when a b'rcnch sergeant came forward to 
receive their carbines, one of the dragoons, purporting 
to hand over his weapon, shot the man through the head 
and then galloped off with his comrade. The other seven 
Frenchmen, who had grounded their rifles and were 
quite off their guard, failed to hit them as they rode off.” 
This is called ein kiihnes Reiterstiickchen, and spoken 
of as a gallant stratagem. 

2. Extermination of a Belgian Village. —Narrative of 
an Artillery Officer (p. 26) : ” The countryside was full 
of our troops; nevertheless, the stupid peasants must 
needs shoot at our men as they marched by from lurking 
places. The day before yesterday morning Prussian 
troops surrounded the village at 4 a.m., put women, 
children, and old people aside, and shot all the men ; the 
village was then burnt to the ground.” 

3 Guerilla IVar in the Fosges.—” A traitor has just 
been shot, a little French lad {ein Fransdsling) belong¬ 
ing to one of those gymnastic societies which wear tri¬ 
colour ribbons (/.e.,thc Eclaireurs,or Boy Scouts), a poor 
young fellow who in his infatuation wanted to be a hero. 
The German column was passing along a wooded defile, 
and he was caught and asked whether the French were 
about. He refused to give information. Fifty yards 
farther on there was fire from the cover of a wood. 1 he 
prisoner was asked in French if he had known that the 
enemv was in the forest and did not deny it He went 
with firm step to a telegraph post and stood up against 
it with the green vineyard at his back, and received the 
vollev of the firing party with a proud smile on his face. 
Infatuated wretch ! It was a pity to see such wasted 

courage. ” 
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THE WAR: ITS CAUSES AND EFEECTS 

A Speech delivere.i in an English Counlty ludn 
durin^^thc first IVeeh in September. 1914 

" Many people have asked me wliy \\v had to light 
this war at all. There is one easv an>wer. If a man 
were to come up and try to knock you down in ord'-r 
first to lake your money, tlien retluce your wages, and 
finally to keep you in a slate of slawry, 1 suppose you 
would do your best to resist him. Tliis is what (jer- 
many is trying to do to us. This is the real origin of 
the war, and its chief cause was the hatred and jeal¬ 
ousy of the German Emperor and liis advisers lor 
everytliing English. But it is quite right that people 
who arc uncertain about tliis should be told more 
details ; and the facts are quite simple. 

“ Germany is not governed or managed in tlie 
same way as England is. There the Emperor could 
have kept the peace. He chose to make war, and lie 
is sacrificing hundreds of thousands of men to his 
ambition and his jealousy. In this country, on llie 
other hand, the Government do not own the people, 
but the people own the Government. Peace and war 
are not in one man's hands. We enjoy those free 
and democratic institutions by which the people elect 
their representatives in Parliament of different 
parties ; the party which has most representatives 
elects the Government ; and the members of tlie 
Government compose the Cabinet. The King repre¬ 
sents the unity which has resulted from this process, 
and being what is called a constitutional King, he 
does nothing without the advice of the Government, 
who represent the majority of the people. This 
means that, however, ambitious or jealous our King 
might be—and he is far from being either—he could 
never make war against the wishes of his people. It 
was not by the wish of the King or of the Government 
or of the people of this country that this war began, 
it began because Germany wished to conquer France 
and ourselves and enjoy the spoils of both. We are 
nghting in self-defence. 
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"You may have heard that the trouble began 
because Austria wished to punish Servia for the 
murder of the heir to the Austrian throne. In the 
hrst place, it has never been proved that Servia was 
directly guilty ; in the second place, that lamentable 
assassination was only used by Germany as a base 
pretext for beginning the war she had for many years 
prepared against us. And it is most important to 
notice how Germany set about her disgraceful task. 
She made Austria declare war first on a small country 
which was supposed to be easily conquered. She 
then picked her own quarrel with Russia and declared 
war on her. She fully expected that Italy would 
come in and help her ; and, as far as Englishmen were 
concerned, she made certain that we were either 
cowards or knaves, and could therefore be neglected ; 
so she declared war on France, and announced that 
she would break all her promises to Belgium in order 
to invade France. To her surprise she found that we 
were not cowards enough to break our word either to 
Belgium or to France, or any other friend. So she 
tried to bribe us into dishonesty, and we refused her 
offers with the contempt they merited. And then 
she revealed her true purpose and made war against 

ourselves. . , . , ,,, . 

" You will realize that a nation which did all this 

must not only be strong and sure she could conquer 
everyone, but also sure that her plans would come out 
right. Well, it was fortunately at first a case of the 
rogue who did not understand the motives or the 
conduct of the honest man. She thought we were 
engaged in civil war with Ireland ; but her threes 
banished the whole Irish difficulty and brought the 
United Kingdom into line against her. She thought 
our colonies and India would revolt ; but she will see 
men in arms on our side from Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, and South Africa, and Indian native troops 
as well. She thought Italy would be on her side, but 
Italy refused to join in any such wanton and wicked 
schemes. She counted on Austria’s assistance ; but 
Austria, unable even to conquer Servia, has been split 
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into factions, and is too weak even to resist tlie first 
attacks of Russia. She hoped to walk quietly over 
Belgium ; but tlie Belgians beat back her twu lir^t 
Army Corps, and fouglit magnihceiuly against the 
rest. She imagined every other country would 
applaud her action, but sheds without another friend 
in all the world. All this was the result of her think¬ 
ing that other people were as dishonest and as brutal 
as herself. But when her diplomacy hiiled she carried 
out the same tactics in her warfare ; and it is here 
that the danger to you and all of us still lies, hor the 
German nation has been turned into a ruthless and 
ferocious fighting-machme. stronger and more cruel 
than any in the liistory of the world. It sows the 
peaceful paths of commerce at sea with floating mines 
that blow up enemies and friends alike. It terrorises 
and outrages the peaceful inhabitants of an invaded 
country by methods which civilization has univer¬ 
sally condemned. When the leaders are cruel and 
dishonest the men will be the same ; and 1 fear this is 
true not only of German soldiers but of many Germans 
who have lived peacefully in our midst under our 
protection, and who are now ready to do us any liarm 
they can. Every German in this country should be 
reported to the police and put in prison if he cannot 
justify his presence here. His Empire has dragged 
three million men into the hghtiitg line, with another 
million in reserve, and against tliem we are only at 
first able to help France with 150.000—one for every 
twenty—and tliis is the first reason why we want 
more recruits, for we have to keep enough men here 
to save this country from invasion as well. 

“ But there are other reasons, too. We are not 
fighting to increase our possessions in any part of the 
globe. We have enough already, and we only ask 
to live in peace and to develop tliem. We arc hghting 
now because we have been brutally attacked, and 
we can never stop lighting till we destroy our enemy’s 
power because she has proved that no promises will 
bind her. We can never make truce with people who 
cannot keep their word. We must keep the flag flying 
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for the sake of honesty, for the sake of right, for the 
sake of liberty and civilization against the forces of 
brute strengtii and of dishonour. And remember 
what has been going on in the last two generations 
before this war broke out. For the last lifty years 
and more it is England which has policed the trade 
routes of the world, kept the seas open for the com¬ 
merce of all nations, and given Germany that free 
hand in all our markets which has enabled her to pile 
up the riches she is now using to destroy us. For all 
these years we trusted her. Even when war broke 
out we took it for granted she would only light by 
honourable means. W'e were wrong in both cases. 
The mask has been stripped off her now. and we see 
the hideous truth of her barbarity and insolence 
beneath. Nor is it indirectly edone that we have 
guilelessly suffered under her present power. We 
have felt that tyranny for years, and in a most direct 
fashion, for it is solely owing to Germany’s vast 
military and naval preparations that we have had 
constantly to spend upon our Fleet and Army sums of 
money which might othcr^vise have been applied 
in tar more productive, far more nationally useful 
channels. We can bear this strain no longer. We 
must make an end of a despotism that was oppressing 
us with taxation before it tried to throttle us by war. 

“ You have heard already how terrible a struggle 
the French, the English, and the Belgian troops have 
had against the infernal machine which Germany has 
created for this war. You feel, I hope, that we can¬ 
not yield in a fight that involves our liberties, our 
lives, our country. You realize that the longer this 
struggle lasts the more widespread will be the misery 
it involves. The one hope for us is speedy and 
abundant recruiting, so that we may crush the foe as 
soon as possible and not let the war drag on ^r years. 
You may object to the conscription which Germany 
employs, to the compelling of every Englishman to 
be a soldier whether he wants it or not. But if there 
are not more voluntary recruits forthcoming you will 
get conscription of one kind or another, whether you 
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want it or not; for either this country will havr to 
enforce military service if enough men do n.-t (-li'-r 
themselves voluntarily to enaure our viLtory. or we 
shall be beaten altogether, and Germany will inak<* 
conscripts of her English slaves. And tiiis would be 
but one slight result of our defeat. A hug«- indemnity 
or war line would be imposed upon the nation wliich 
would paralyse the employers of l.ibour ; and a 
grinding taxation would be indicted on our people 
which would starve the working classes and linallv 
enslave us all. 

“When you realize this there will. I know, be no 
more hesitation or delay. This is a iighiiivg ‘ounty. 
with some of the linest lighting records of tlie Army in 
its regiments. Show that where those nun came 
from there are more to come. Make up your minds 
that with one tremendous linal elfort yo‘u will con¬ 
quer the powers of evil and make an eiul of this 
miserable, wasteful, cruel war that has been f(uc< d 
upon us by Germany's ambition and her greed. If 
Germany wins this light war will go on till she has 
dominated the world. If she is beaten now, the only 
nation that makes warfare her chief aim and tyrannv 
her chief weapon will be crushed for cwr, and peace 
will come, not for a few years but for all lime— 
a peace based upon the redistribution of territory 
according to blood and race and nationality, instead 
of according to mere military and ariilicial frontiers 
and with that peace a prosperity that has never been 
equalled in the history of this country. But if we 
are to get this, and it is the same end for which all our 
al les arc ligluing, we must ourselves pay the price 
which they are paying now, in constant elfort in 
patient resolution, and in men. 

“ So far wc have not done our share. It is quite 
true that our Navy has done magnificent work It 
IS quite true that our f-w soldiers at the front iiave 
fought as gloriously as ever Englishmen liave fought 
before ; their place has been the post of greatest 
danger and the post of honour. But they have nobly 
done their duty, and it is our part to make up the 
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losses in their ranks. You will never, I am confident, 
leave them unsupported. They do not want words. 
They do not want sympathy. They want fighting 
men beside them. In the future you will be remem¬ 
bered, each one of you, by the main fact that at this 
crisis you said either Yes or No to Lord Kitchener’s 
appeal for soldiers to save your country. To-day you 
have the choice. I know very well that you would 
far rather face any danger than be thought cowards 
by your fellow-countrymen, for courage has been 
bred into your bone and blood, and you draw it in 
with every breath you breathe. All I fear is that you 
may not yet have realized the immediate necessity 
for all tlie courage that is in you. Can you hold back 
to-day ? Will you be one of those who will help to the 
making of the England of the future, who will help to 
destroy that barbarism of the most evil and remorse¬ 
less kind which is striving to harass and humiliate us 
for ever ? Or will you help to preserve the freedom, 
the Christianity, the civilization, and the honourable 
dealing which have made your life worth living ? 
The King has given one son to the Army, another to 
the Navy. That great example every family in 
England which can do so has done its best to follow. 
Your families, I know, will do the same. 

“ Though you all know by this time that a great 
war is in progress, you have hitherto been mercifully 
spared from most of the usual consequences of war¬ 
fare. Men you know have left to fight for their 
country ; husbands, brothers, fathers, or sons may 
have gone to the front with their regiment, and their 
absence is felt for the time ; sometimes it will be felt 
for ever. All honour to them and to those who have 
given them in so good a cause. But other men are left 
behind, and, on the whole, your life has gone on 
almost undisturbed. I want you first to understand 
why there has been so little change ; secondly, how 
singularly lucky we have all been to find the change 
so little ; and, thirdly, the imperative reason for 
immediate action unless you want a sudden and 
terrible change to come. 
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“First of all, then, you are fortunate to U- the 
inhabitants not only of an inland, but of an inland 
which still rules the wavvs. 11 our licet had not b •' n 
ready at the end of last July tiiere would have be n 
80,000 Germans in England and half our ships W‘>\ild 
have been at the bottom of the sea, for this is wliat 
our enemies meant to do. At a time like this all 
party politics are forgotten and every man thinks 
only of his country, so it is right that, whatever our 
politics used to be, we should every one of us be grate¬ 
ful to Mr. Winston Churchill, First Lord of the Ad¬ 
miralty, for the promptness and decision which had 
the Navy ready in time to stop our enemies fr<un 
dealing us the terrible blow they had planned for the 
first days of the war. There is another cause for 
thankfulness, too, for it is only owing to the splendid 
courage of the whole Belgian nation that the Germans 
were unable to strike their blow at us in the second 
week of the war instead of the first few days of it. if 
the German army had not been held back for a fort¬ 
night by the Belgians, it could have got into position 
to attack us from the coast of France before we were 
ready to defend ourselves. These are the chief 
reasons why the war has brought so little change as 
yet. 

“ And, secondly, we are singularly lucky in this 
matter, because, if we had happened to be tlie inhabi¬ 
tants of a country of the same size as ours, but on the 
Continent between France and Germany, we should 
have sulfered all the horrors of invasiori which have 
been inflicted upon the perfectly innocent Belgians. 
Now you must remember that the Belgians had never 
offended the Germans and did not want war at all, 
indeed they held the written, signed promise of Ger¬ 
many that Belgium should be outside any war alto¬ 
gether. But when the Germans thought they saw a 
pod opportunity to conquer both France and Eng¬ 
land, they called their signed promise a mere ‘ scrap 
of papen- ’ ; they tore it up ; they marched a huge 
army into Belgium, they killed thousands of her 
soldiers, murdered her women and children, burnt 
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their cottages, blew up their churches, stole their 
money, and ruined all their crops. This is what they 
want to do in England, here in this very countryside. 
And in order to get nearer to us they have marched 
on France and begun to do the same. Now in France 
every single man who can bear arms is in the fighting 
lines. You can hardly realize what that means unless 
you think that in your own town or village there is 
absolutely no one left to guard the women and chil¬ 
dren and keep thiirgs going except old men and 
cripples There are many more besides old men and 
cripples still staying behind with the women in Eng¬ 
land But the time has now come when every man 
who can hold a rifle must come foivvard and be trained 
to tight or we shall see the horrible things that you 
have heard of in Belgium going on in these streets, 
and among the fields and homesteads that we know 
and love. We cannot wait until the Germans are 
actually in England before we get ready for then it 
will be too late. Then we shall be faced with thou¬ 
sands of trained soldiers whose business it is to stamp 
out resistance, not, 1 am sorry to say, by military 
means alone, but by the most terrible cruelty to 
everyone in the country they invade. We could not 
cure such a state of things. We must preven it 
And we can only prevent it by calling on the whole of 
our available manhood to take an equal share in the 
defence of what we all love equally. Unless we do 
this we shall deserve the fate of Belgium, and we shall 
surely suffer it. Some of us have to stay behind , we 
are prevented either by age, or by bodily weakness 
or perhaps a duty which imperatively keeps us here 
at work when we would much rather be with ou 

comrades at the front. But this is ^ 

question of recruiting for the Army, it is a question 
of life and death for every one of us in England and 
throughout the British Empire. Unless we can last 
out tlnough all this \yar, and win m the end, we shal 

have nothin? left worth living for. 

“ The victory of Germany, w'hich is certain unless we 

put out every effort in our power, would mean the 
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total loss of all the progress of oiir people, of the cause 
of freedom and equal opportunity for all. of ev- rv- 
thing that has made you valiu- the pri\*il«-ge of being 
English or love the English land. Their victory 
would destroy all hope of anv improvmvnt in your 
lives or fortunes. We fought the same powers of 
darkness a hundred years ago when we stood out 
against the tyranny and cruelty of Napoleon and 
helped to sav’e Europe from his clutches. Again th** 
struggle has begun upon the same historic soil that 
saw our victory under the Puke of Wi llington at 
Waterloo, that saw our earlier victories \in<l' r tiie 
great Duke of Marlborough. Our battle-line lias been 
slowly and fiercely fought back upon the soil of 
France, once our ancestral enemy, now our valiant 
ally and friend against the new Power that is striving 
to enslave all Europe, and that calls its promises a 
‘ scrap of paper,' to be torn up whenever it is con¬ 
venient to do so. The decrees of the High Court of 
Justice in this and everv land arc but a ' scrap of 
paper.’ The Bill of Rights was but a ‘ scrap of 
paper.’ Magna Charta was but a ‘ scrap of paper.’ 
The nation that breaks its solemn promises and 
refuses to recognize its signature has put itself outside 
the pale of decent and honourable life. That is why 
we cannot depend,in so terrific a contest.cither upon 
our own professional soldiers only, or upon our allies 
alone. Russia mav fight magnificently, but alone she 
cannot save us. The Colonies mav send men to our 
assistance, but if we accept their help we are surely 
bound to give as great a proportion of our capable 
strength as they have. It is not our soldiers only, 
it is the whole nation wliich must rise in one tve- 
mendous protest against Germany’s cruelty and avert 
by our united and continuous efforts the riiin, shame 
and slavery with which Germany is threatening us.’ 

In what I have said Iiere I have only given the 
^cts which all of you can verify. The GeiTnan 
Government itself has endorsed the barbarities of its 
troops m Belgium and in France. On the eve of 
their expedition to China in 1900 the Kaiser spoke as 
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follows to his troops : ‘ When yon meet the foe you 
will defeat him. No quarter will be given, no prisoners 
will be taken. Let all who fall into your hands be at 
your mercy. Gain a reputation like the Huns under 
Attila.’ This seemed bad enough even for a war in 
China, and no one imagined that the Kaiser’s troops 
would carry out the same brutal ideas in European 
warfare. Yet this is what his Government announced 
this August concerning the actions of his troops in 
Belgium : ‘ The only means of preventing surpnse 
attacks from the civil population has been to interfere 
with relentless severity and create examples which by 
their frightfulness would be a warning to the whole 
country.' When an Englishwoman wrote to the 
Times to denounce a German spy in England, she 
received a letter from a German saying that when the 
German army had crossed over from Paris to London 
she should be stripped and flogged in her own home 
and her house should be the first one in the di^rict 
to be burnt. These are no empty threats. Ihey 
believe they can carry them out. Both outside this 
country and inside it they are ready and wil mg to do 
so. Your life may indeed seem still to be the same , 
but a more deadly peril than has ever touched 
nearer than it has ever been before. Fight then, for 
your lives, for your good name, for freedom for 
humanity. Now that the issue has been joined En£ 
land must go forward to the end or perish. The 
Germans tell us that brute force is the oniy power 
that the weak are to be trodden down; t^liat no 
pledges or promises need be kept ; that dishonesty 
is the best policy. Will you fight against this, or will 
you submit? Choose now. Choose to-day, for 
to-day it is our life or theirs.” 

T. A. C. 
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